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INTRODUCTION. 



The especial teaching in this Wurk repudiates the 
belief that Spiritual Intercommunion runs counter to, 
or ignores Christianity. Both are shown to agree per- 
fectly, as emanating alike from one common source of 
all good— the Supreme Deity; as having the same 
glorious object — the development of the immortal soul ; 
and as using the same grand means of grace, namely, 
Prayer. 

The link between the visible and the invisible Church 
of Christ here stands prominent, brightly delineated, 
under the shadow of the Cross. 
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PREFACE. 



The following chapters are offered to the public, 
not as being the composition of the lady by whom 
they are now gathered together, but as communica- 
tions received by her from disembodied spirits, and 
written by them through her passive hand. This 
. form of the faculty, of what — for want of a more 
scientific term — it has become usual to call Spirit- 
Mediumship, is sufficiently well known to those who 
are familiar with the various phases of Modern 
Spiritual Manifestations ; but as this little volume 
may possibly fall under the notice of readers who 
may not be familiar with the subject, some explana- 
tion on this point may be acceptable, and is indeed 
demanded, in justice both to the writer and the 
reader. 

It is sufficiently well known, that phenomena by 
which intelligent communication is made through 
the medium of movement of physical objects, pro- 
ceeding from intelligences wholly independent of 
the persons present, are manifesting themselves in 
our day in every direction ; also, that by this intelli- 
gent movement of tables, responding to a prear- 
ranged system of communication, replies to enquiries 
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and messages of various descriptions, have been and 
are being daily received from these invisible intelli- 
gences, and that they are believed to be no other 
than disembodied or unembodied spiritual beings, 
because they so announce themselves, and because 
there is no other hypothesis by which the various 
results can be so reasonably or so consistently ac- 
counted for. Although the phenomenon of table- 
moving, and of what is termed " rappings," or com- 
munication by percussion on physical objects, are 
those most generally known, experiment and count- 
less experiences have disclosed that the powers of 
spiritual operation are not confined to these means, 
but that the same power which shows itself capable 
of tilting a table, is found able to communicate by 
means of moving the hand in writing, drawing and 
playing on musical instruments, in cases where the 
Medium can be brought sufficiently under control 
to admit of being influenced in this manner. 

Indeed, upon careful consideration of this highly 
interesting subject, in its numerous branches, it is 
concluded, that although at first sight the diverse 
methods employed by spirit agency to make its pre- 
sence perceptible to man, and by which to convey 
ideas to his mind, are apparently widely different, 
they are in fact all kindred ; since the one object to 
be attained, is conveyance of intelligence from mind 
unembodied to mind incarnate. 

It is solely to the phenomenon of Spiritual-writing, 
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and its twin-sister, Spiritual-drawing, that we will 
now direct our attention, since the consideration of 
the other branches of spiritual communication, al- 
though standing, as we have said, in immediate con- 
nexion with them, would necessarily lead us away 
from the immediate subject of these pages. 

Firstly, then, may be noticed writing and draw- 
ing, given through the passive hand of the Medium, 
without any mental volition on his or her part ; 
without, also, either words or the sense of the entire 
communication being first made known ; or, in the 
case of drawing, any intimation of subject or idea 
of form being transmitted through the mind. In 
fact, both the writing and the drawing, as they pro- 
ceed from the hand, are watched by the Medium 
with curiosity and expectation, as if the Communi- 
cation were being given through another individual ; 
as indeed is the case, the Medium's hand being 
simply used as a machine. This class of medium- 
ship may be termed Mechanical or Automatic-spirit- 
writing or drawing. 

It is by means of this special mode of spiritual 
communication that the contents of the present 
volume have been obtained. The lady through 
whose hand it was given has at different times also 
made numerous drawings through the same influ- 
ence, the drawings being accompanied by descrip- 
tions in writing. 

Secondly : Writing or drawing, which I will ven- 



ture to designate "Automatic-Inspirational." In 
this case each word is separately insinuated into the 
mind instantaneously with its automatic inscription 
on the paper. 

This is a gradual development into the third 
class of Writing-mediumship, which may be termed 
Inspirational-writing, or Writing from Spirit dicta- 
tion. Word by word or sentence by sentence are 
then given to the Medium through the sense of 
hearing, each word being spoken by a Spirit-voice ; 
these words and sentences being written down na- 
turally by the Medium's hand. By means of all 
three classes of Spirit-writing have communications 
been received from the World of Spirits, in verse 
as well as in prose, the ideas occasionally being 
expressed in various languages — sometimes in lan- 
guages unknown to the Mediums. The expression 
of ideas through forms, as conveyed by drawing, 
developes in similar ways. In the third class of 
Drawing-mediumship, spiritual forms are exhibited 
to the Medium, whose hand then copies them natu- 
rally. 

Fourthly : Communications in writing are some- 
times also received through the eye of the Medium. 
That is to say, words and sentences are seen as 
written upon the air, or on appropriate objects in 
letters of light. These inscriptions are frequently 
very decorative in character, resembling illuminations 
from the pencils of ancient illuminators. Such spi- 
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ritually written messages, it is known to the writer, 
have l)een copied by Mediums, who have thus re- 
ceived and transmitted messages from un embodied 
mind. 

Fifthly : Is to be mentioned writing and drawing 
upon material objects executed with material pen, 
pencil, or colours, by the Spirits themselves. This 
has been called Direct Spirit- Writing or Drawing. 
For singular instances of this class of manifestation 
of spirit-power, the reader is directed to Baron 
Guldenstube's interesting volume on this subject, 
which contains fac-similes of these writings. These 
writings are e^cecuted by the Spirits themselves, 
without the aid of the human hand. The hand, 
and indeed, occasionally, the whole figure of a Spirit 
has been seen whilst thus convejdng a message or 
executing a design. At other times pen or pencil 
has been seen to move as if held by an invisible 
hand, and passed over the paper, writing, or draw- 
ing, then has fallen, as if dropped by the same 
hand, when the communication has been ended. 

An interesting account of initiation into the Auto- 
matic Spirit- writing — the first of the classes to which 
we have referred, is given by Mr. William Wilkinson, 
in his excellent and valuable contribution to spiritual 
literature, entitled " Spirit Drawing." 

Speaking of his own first experience of this novel 
faculty, afcer many fruitless attempts made at inter- 
vals through many weeks to obtain the movement 
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in his own hand — the movement having been already 
for some time developed in that of his wife and one 
or more of his children, Mr. Wilkinson says : " At 
last, one evening at my house, in the presence of 
several gentlemen, I again held the pencil, and, after 
waiting less than five minutes, it began to move, at 
first slowly, but presently with increasing speed, till 
in less than a quarter of an hour it moved with such 
velocity as I have never seen in a hand and arm before 
or since. It literally ran away in spiral forms ; and I 
can compare it to nothing else than the fly-wheel of 
an engine when it has * run away.* This lasted until 
a gentleman present touched my arm, when suddenly 
it fell, like an infant's as it goes to sleep, and the 
pencil dropped out of my hand. I had, however, 
acquired the power, and afterwards, the same even- 
ing, my hand gently drew some geometrical and 
some flower forms. The consequence of the violent 
motion of the muscles of the arms was so apparent, 
that I could not for several days lift it without pain. 
The producing of drawings soon ceased in my case, 
and in a day or two my hand, after going through a 
series of up-and-down strokes, moved into writing, 
and words and sentences were written, which I can 
only say were not only entirely involuntary on my 
part, but I did not know, in many instances, how a 
word already begun would finish ; and several times 
* what I would, that I could not' write. No stronger 
proof could possibly be acquired for myself, than 
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that some intelligence other than mine, as it had 
ever before been exercised, was at work in produc- 
ing words which passed not through the ordinary 
channels of the brain." 

This description of initiation into Automatic-Spirit- 
writing, may be regarded as a faithful and unexag- 
gerated account. References to this singular expe- 
rience and faculty may be met with repeatedly in 
numerous works published upon the subject of Mo- 
dem Spiritual Manifestations within the last fifteen 
years, as for instance, in *' Light in the Valley," by 
Mrs. Crosland ; " From Matter to Spirit," by Mrs. 
De Morgan ; " History of the Supernatural," by 
William Howitt ; " Planchette," by Epes Sarjant ; 
" Spiritual Magazine ;" " Revue Spinte," &c., &c. 

William Howitt says, " I wrote a whole book full 
without any action of my own mind, the process 
being purely mechanical on my part. A series of 
drawings in circles, filled up with patterns, every one 
different from the other, were given through my 
hand, one each evening : the circles were struck off 
as correctly as Giotto, or a pair of compasses could 
have done them ; yet they were made simply with a 
pencil. A member of my family drew very extra- 
ordinary and beautiful things, often with written 
explanations, exactly in the same mechanical man- 
ner." 

The experience of automatic writing is by no 
means confined to the so-called Mediums of these 
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Modem Spiritual Manifestations. Traces of it, 
and of its kindred developments, are to be found 
scattered throughout the lives and works of religious 
persons, — Protestant and Catholic, — amongst all in 
fact who have entered what the Catholic Church 
terms " the supernatural degree of religious experi- 
ence," and this entirely irrespective of any special 
form of religious belief. 

A very remarkable instance is to be met with in 
the auto-biography of that very devout and highly 
spiritual woman, Madame La Mothe Guyon. She 
says, " I was moved to read the Holy Scriptures. 
When I began, it was given me to write the passage 
which I had read, and instantly upon it was given 
me its explanation, which I also writ, going on with 
inconceivable rapidity, light being poured in upon 
me in such a manner that I found that I had in 
myself treasures of wisdom and knowledge, which I 
did not know of. Before I writ, I knew not what J 
was goifig to write. After I had written I remem- 
bered nothing of what I wrote. Thus the Lord made 
me go on with explications of the Holy Scriptures. 
The Lord made me so write, that I was obliged to 
leave off and to begin again as He was pleased to 
order. When I writ by day, often suddenly inter- 
rupted, I left the word unfinished, and He afterwards 
gave me what He pleased. What I writ was not 
in my head. That part was kept free and disengaged. 
If I gave way to any reflection, I was punished for 
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it." Again, she says, " I still continued writing with 
a prodigious swiftness, for the hand could scarcely 
follow fast enough the spirit which dictated, and 
through the whole progress of so long a work, I 
never altered my conduct." 

It is sufficient here simply to refer to the existence 
of various modes of communication with the spirit 
world by writing, and to state that well attested 
cases of each class referred to by us, exist in the 
present day ; and also, that traces of them are scat- 
tered throughout the history of the world. 

The enquirer into this interesting subject will not 
fail in Holy Writ itself, to discover remarkable in- 
stances of Spirit Writing in the ist of Chronicles, 
chapter xxviii, where David gives to Solomon, his 
son, directions for the building of the Temple, "toge- 
ther with the pattern of the porch, and of the houses 
thereof, of the treasuries thereof, and of the cham- 
bers thereof, and the inner parlours thereof, and of 
the place of the mercy seat, and the pattern of all 
that he had by the spirit." All of which David says 
'''the Lord made me u?iderstand in wftting, by His 
hand upon me, even all Jthe work of this pattern." 
Whilst the writing upon *the wall at the Feast of 
Belshazzar, of [the mysterious words of judgment, 
Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin, is a sublime instance 
of Direct Spirit Writing. " In the same hour came 
forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against 
the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the 
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king's palace, and the king saw the part of the hand 
that wrote." 

In this day, when faith in the Scriptures, espe- 
cially in the writings of the Old Testament, has 
become so deeply impaired, phenomena and experi- 
ence which confirm and throw light upon these 
records, especially where they relate to supernatural 
occurrences, cannot but be of the highest value and 
importance. 

Passing from this phase of the subject, we will 
now refer to the more immediate contents of the 
present volume, with regard to which we would 
observe that the experiences of Modern Spiritual 
Manifestations lead to two conclusions, of which the 
contents of this book may be regarded as an illus- 
tration. 

Firstly, that the Spiritual Intelligences which are 
in consociation with any Mediums for useful pur- 
poses, are those which are most near to them in 
moral, intellectual, or natural relationship, and that 
that they have — as a general rule — in fact, no other 
material for expressing in language the ideas which 
they are desirous of communicating, than that which 
they can derive from the phraseology and images 
already stored up in the mind of the Medium. This 
law, it is believed, holds good even in those mani- 
festations which take place without any assistance 
from the action of the mind of the Medium, Spirits 
apparently possessing the power of reading Hke a 
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book the mind of those men and women with whom 
they are in sympathetic association. To this faculty 
as possessed by Spirits, Swedenborg frequently refers. 
It will thus readily be perceived that it is one of the 
principles in the spiritual, as well as in the natural 
world, that *' like attracts like," and this law indeed 
operates probably even in a still stronger degree in 
the world of spirits than upon the earth. 

Secondly, that experience also leads to the con- 
clusion that many of the communications which are 
received are to be regarded symbolically and spiri- 
tually, rather as dramatic pictures of spiritual truth 
than as merely literal natural truth — although this is 
by no means to be taken as an invariable law. Still 
it should ever be borne in mind that Spirit seeks to 
spiritualize man's ideas, not to hold them bound in 
the outer form of things, and that although all com- 
munications clothe themselves in the garments of 
•natural language, that language is but as the body 
to an idea^ the idea itself alone proceeding from 
spirit, and being itself the spiritual message given 
from mind to mind. 

Those persons who may desire to go more deeply 
into the vast subject of spiritual symbolism, or 
" Correspondence " between things spiritual and 
things natural, may consult with advantage the 
writings of Swedenborg, which will be found to 
contain the whole philosophy of Spiritualism, and 
with which the unpretending manifestations now 
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offered in this volume to the public, will be found 
to be in entire harmony and conformity ; also, in 
Mrs. De Morgan's excellent manual for the student 
of modern spiritualism, "From Matter to Spirit," 
will be found an interesting and highly suggestive 
chapter on the subject of Symbolism, a mode of 
spiritual and religious instruction beautifully des- 
cribed in the following lines, quoted by Sir Charles 
Lyell in his translation of Dante's Convito, from 
the " Baptistery," a poem of great beauty, published 
some years ago anonymously, by Messrs. Parker & 
Co., of Oxford : — 

*'Some from tongue or speech 
Banish all figure, comprehend it not. 
Others read wisdom through similitudes, 
Through mediums of external sign and form, 
Their speech by nature rich with images. 
And this, if I with reverence so may si>eak, 
Is God's own language : yea, that Eastern tongue 
In which He chose to converse with mankind. 
Is formed by symbols. Is not all His world, 
And all His Word, one speaking parable. 
Speaking to some of things invisible ? 
All things with Him are double ; each event 
Doth throw its shadow forward : all His Word 
Is a full store of countless images : 
Who knows them best is most divinely wise." 

A. M. H. W. 
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Glimpses of a Brighter Land. 



ON MANIFESTATIONS. 



My Dear Friend, 

We will to-day write our ideas for you on 
the subject of spiritual manifestations. They are under 
many forms, to try and excite the attention of persons 
to the hand of God ; wonder is the most powerful 
agent. When a man feels really surprised he begins 
to think, and tries to ascertain the cause of that which 
has excited his wonder. People have talked and 
laughed much at the idea of tables being turned and 
rising in the air; yet these are well-established facts, 
that have been seen and attested by hundreds, or rather 
thousands. God, who is all-powerful, chooses His 
ways and means to awaken the slumbering hearts of 
men ; therefore let none ridicule that which they do 
not understand : if it give faith or comfort to others. 
God's unseen hand may be guiding them to knowledge 
and happiness. " Out of the mouths of babes and 
sucklings cometh perfected praise," saith the Lord. 
From this we learn that those who trust implicitly in 
the Lord, and are as babes in His hand, lowly and 



obedient, shall receive wisdom ; while those who are 
proud, and self-sufficient in their own knowledge and 
understanding, shall stumble and fall, and those who 
endeavour to lean on God shall stand firm, and walk 
upon the waves of spiritual wisdom. Remember when 
the Lord walked upon the water He rebuked the dis- 
ciples for their lack of faith ; but one amidst His fol- 
lowers essayed to prove his faith, and his heart failed 
him from fear. Take warning, and trust in God with 
your whole heart and mind. God is all-seeing, and 
knows every thought of your mind, every hidden de- 
sire. Actions alone are seen by men, while the inner 
spring of action is revealed to God, and by Him are 
you judged. 

Ponder well over these words, and treasure them up 
in your heart. Remember all your idle thoughts are 
known and weighed in the balance ; and woe to those 
who are found wanting I Strive to keep from idle 
^thinking and speaking. Weigh your words well ere 
'you utter them. Never give way to evil thoughts or 
speak lightly : you may do so in joke, yet it is not 
right. Watch over your tongue, the Scripture tells us 
it is an unruly member. Let your words bo few, and 
let them be gentle and kind; gradually your mind 
will be purified from earthliness, and you will be more 
fitted to pass away to the spirit world. The body is 
frail, and life is the gift of God. He may see fit at 
any moment to call you away from earth ; live there- 
fore as if each moment were to be your last. Pray for 
light to digest the word of God, and glorify Him in 
your heart. Let not God's name be on your lips only, 
but in your mind. Many are in the habit of saying 
** Deo volente," while in their thoughts God is far 
away. Acquire not such habits. Let religion bring 
forth fruits rather than words ; and while ever thinking 



of God, speak not unless for a good purpose; be 
humble, and seek rather to learn than to teach. 
Farewell I 



We will to-dajr discourse with you on the subject of 
involuntary writing. 

Some mediums are impelled to write without appar- 
ent cause, — some through a planchette ; others while 
merely holding a pencil or pen find the hand moving, 
without perceiving the motive power. You were sur- 
prised at the piece of wood called a planchette moving : 
many are equally astonished daily. Some are fright- 
ened and will not go on, or ask only idle questions, 
make no progress, or lose the power; others, like 
yourself, persevere, and feeling gradually more and 
more interested, and that good is the result, reap their 
reward. Let no man put his hand to the plough and 
then turn back. Spiritualism is the work of God, and 
not of the devil Wherefore should the Almighty 
permit people to be led astray without sin or wilful 
knowledge of their error. People are given sense to 
distinguish right from wrong in daily life ; but in cases 
like this, where no human sense avails, no one would 
be capable of judging, and therefore it would be unjust 
to allow of such temptation. God is just, and he 
would never permit his children to be so led away. 

How many weak and erring lambs might there not 
be led from the fold of the true Shepherd, and thus 
for ever lost, without intentional sin on their part. 
You are only punished when led astray wiUingly, not 
unknowingly Such a case is impossible. It is unjust 
and impious to suppose such a thing could be per- 
mitted by a loving and omniscient God. Do not let 



any of your friends shake your faith in the goodness 
and purity of spiritual mediumship. 

Temptations are permitted — for all are tempted by 
evil while on earth — but helping hands are ever near, 
and watchful eyes are ever looking anxiously after the 
welfare of erring mortals. Prayer for aid is always 
heard and answered, even though you may not per- 
ceive it is so. 

Those who merely seek for amusement, or try expe- 
riments in physical phenomena for their own purposes, 
are left to their own wisdom, and folly is their meed. 
They see nothing in a pencil but cedar and lead, or in 
a planchette save a piece of wood. In the hand of a 
sceptic they remain passive and useless, while in those 
who are chosen they become the instruments of com- 
fort and instruction. Go on steadily, and you will 
soon be permitted to hear of the beauties and glories 
of the spirit world. We can read your heart and 
mind, and we know that you are in earnest in seek- 
ing for the truth ; but we also know the weakness of 
human nature and of all mortal resolves. Pray for 
help to persevere in the path, the entrance to which 
you have just discovered. There are many stumbling- 
blocks. Briars and thorns choke the entrance; but 
once you have gained a firm hold walk straight for the* 
goal, and you will win the holy reward of God's grace 
and love. " The way is narrow, and strait is the gate 
that leadeth to life ; wide is the path that leadeth to 
destruction, and many walk therein. Take heed to 
your footsteps, lest ye fall." Pray for help, for assist- 
ance, for God's grace to aid you, and He will hear 
your prayers, and helping hands will be sent to lead 
you on the way. 

This is the Sabbath, God's own holy day. Pray 
with your whole heart in church to be able to receive 



the instruction conveyed in the lessons of the day and 
the discourse of God's minister. Let not your thoughts 
stray. Try and fix your mind on the one holy subject, 
— the redemption from sin by our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
When ypu remember all He suffered on the cross and 
in the world, think how little it is to devote two hours 
to God's service for prayer and reading, and how little 
you can do to prove your gratitude for all God's love 
and mercy, kindness, and long-suffering by deeds, not 
in words alone. What friend has ever done for man 
what Christ has done for the whole world ? Did not 
Christ leave heaven, and taking upon Himself the 
form of man, come into this world of sin and tribula- 
tion a poor man, meek and lowly, and riding upon an 
ass? Did He not go on day by day suffering all 
manner of hardships, afflicted, scorned by man, and 
despised, poor, yet doing good to all, long-suffering 
and of great mercy, healing the sick, feeding the 
needy and comforting all who were in distress ? Did 
not Christ cheer the poor lone widow and restore to 
her her child, her only son ] and did He not raise up 
Lazarus from the grave ? and finally did He not suffer 
torture on the cross, reviled and spit upon, and insulted 
by men, to save sinners, that all through Him should 
be redeemed ] What then can you ever do to repay 
such immense love and kindness ] Nothing ! Yet to 
prove you feel the intense love and goodness, try, by 
leading a pure and holy life, to imitate our Lord and 
Saviour, and by constant unremitting prayer and striv- 
ing to do right, to show you keep Him in your mind, 
that though you never can repay the debt, you remem- 
bered in your heart to keep the idea there, ever shining 
like a star, pure and undimmed. 

Our Saviour's life was pure and holy, unstained by 
one sin, one fault: though in the form of man His 



Godhead never failed. Remember His words, "What- 
soever ye shall ask in My name, the Father will give 
you. Seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you." What love 1 What kindness ! Do 
you not seem to feel His arms ever stretched out to 
receive you? The true Shepherd is ever watching 
over His flock, and glad to welcome a new lamb into 
His fold. Remember ! " There is more rejoicing over 
one sheep that went astray and was saved, than over 
ninety-and-nine which went not astray J' This sheep 
is the sinner reclaimed and forgiven, ready to be re- 
ceived into the flock and folded by the Great Shepherd 
amidst His sheep. Remember also how He said, " For 
me ye have not always with you," and how He rebuked 
Martha for being busy about many things save the one 
thing needful. Be not busy about many things ; keep 
the one thing needful ever in your mind. Set it before 
you as a guiding star, ever leading you on the way of 
life; ever shining, never clouded over, showing you 
the pitfalls and snares of the world, and the rocks and 
stones over which you must climb ere you can reach 
the foot of the cross. 
Farewell, dear friend ! 



Shells are formed by God, and we love to draw 
them. They seem to open like the leaves of a book, 
like ** the Word," and to disclose hidden treasures of 
love and beauty. God made the smallest thing as 
perfect as the largest, and exquisitely beautiful. Look 
at the valve and hinge of a shell, and see how exquisite- 
ly formed they are. What human artificer can compare 
in his works to those of nature, formed by God ? 
Look at a flower. See the delicacy of the petals and 



stamens. Artists try to paint ; but who can imitate 
the soft blending of the colours, or the deliaicy of the 
form? Who can produce a flower like nature, so 
perfect, so beauteous, so sweet ? God has created all 
things, and in His divine wisdom He has appointed 
them to all fit purposes. 



FRAGMENTS. 



We greet thee, dear friend, with affection and love, 
and gladly would we see all men convinced of the 
beauty and truth of genuine spiritual belief, and per- 
ceptive of the sublime truths open to all mankind in 
the positive actual facts daily occurring. We are not 
conjurors, to amuse, or jugglers, to deceive, but earnest 
spirits, anxious to dematerialise mankind, to raise the 
tone of mind and feeling, to enlarge, purify, and 
strengthen all good desires and thoughts. We ever 
try to raise the tone of mind, to excite men to acts 
of goodness and usefulness, to persuade those whose 
minds are receptive and open to our influence, to live 
as if to-morrow were their last day on earth, and to aid 
others to feel this likewise. 

The world is good and beautiful. Let men enjoy it 
and feel grateful for the gift of life. Too many think 
only of self and present gratification, thus entailing 
suffering hereafter upon themselves ; for all neglect of 
duty must and will be felL Roman Catholics call the 
next state of man's existence purgatory, or purification. 
It is true ; the mistake is to believe any man can 
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deliver a soul from purification. The soul or spirit 
must feel and realise its position, must clearly perceive 
all its past errors, sincerely regret them, and fully recog- 
nise the justice of the suffering entailed by those selfish 
indnlgencies ere it can amend, and by prayer to God 
arise, and finally emerge from the state of spirituals 
purgatory. All prayer is heard ; alike on earth or in 
the spirit world. Those yet on earth should pray for 
aid to learn and see the truth ; and those who have 
passed to the spheres should pray for developement 
and progress. All can improve ; all rise higher and 
higher ; gradually becoming purer, more celestial and 
spiritual, as manhood or materialism fades away and 
they approach nearer to the Godhead ; for man was 
created in the image of God, and " Excelsior" should 
be his motto. We are ever around you ; watching 
over some, guiding others, trying to incite good desires, 
to rouse the supine, cheer the sorrowful, and soothe 
the sad. 

We do not seek to upset previous views or to teach 
new doctrines, but rather to spiritualise and purify the 
mind, ever set<-ing God's gracious love before men, 
thus destroying fear and substituting love. God is a 
God of love, not of wrath, and willeth that all should 
live and learn ; but men mar the truth in their blind- 
ness, and impede their own and others progress. Christ, 
the way, the door, the light, the truth, hath said, "Be- 
lieve, and ye shall be saved ;" again, " Believe, and ye 
shall receive." He makes no conditions, all is free, yet 
men doubt and fear, thus denying the Mediator's 
power. Christ also said, "Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name ye shall receive, that I may be 
glorified in my Father, and my Father in me." Why 
then do you not earnestly desire blessings, and above 
all things to see clearly and understand God's will on 



earth ] In all times and ages it has pleased God to 
show signs and wonders, and to use ministers or me- 
diums. Thus the bush appeared to bum in the eyes 
of Moses, and yet it was not consumed. There are 
many other physical signs also named in the Old 
Testament. 

Christ again showed signs and wonders. Physical 
phenomena or miracles, call them by what word you 
will, are signs and witnesses of God*s power made 
manifest for the benefit of all mankind, on account of 
the hardness of their hearts. Think you that in the 
present time the hearts of men are less hardened than 
of yore, that signs are no longer required? Rather 
are they more than ever needed, and for this piu*pose 
are they given. The Jews of old rejected Christ and 
disbelieved in Him and His disciples. Beware, lest, 
like Pharaoh, you also harden your hearts ! Seek 
rather to pierce through the material veil obscuring 
your sighl, and to perceive the meaning and hidden 
truth conveyed in the physical manifestations of the 
present day. As men*s minds are more ready to re- 
ceive these teachings, the manifestations will rise in 
dignity and grandeur ; but you little know the obsta- 
cles that exist in your own minds to our showing forth 
our power and will, and the impediments men place 
in our way by their doubts and prejudices. 

Farewell, dear friends, God bless you. 



In the name of Jesus Christ, our Mediator in heaven 
and earth, the means through which we have all learned 
the true religion of harmony and love, we greet thee, 
well-beloved friend, and pray for thy future welfare. 
Daily do we pray for those on earth : prayer is ever 
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acceptably received. On earth you pray to learn and 
comprehend God's will and laws ; here we pray for 
the same blessings. No spirit can attain to know all. 
No angel equals God the Father ; therefore we are all 
learning, all studying, and trying to improve and reach 
nearer and nearer to the throne of grace, the fountain 
of all true knowledge and wisdom. On earth we 
learned to know we lived and had our being upon 
earth as men and women ; here we learn to know 
ourselves as spiritual essences, or beings derived from 
the Infinite Creator of all things, and we seek for the 
knowledge of useful things on the earth world and in 
the spirit land. Mind never dies. The mental facul- 
ties oft fade on earth, owing to the imperfection of the 
material body or outer covering, also from the effects 
of the surroundings ; but the spirit mind is only dim- 
med and shrouded, not dead; here it revives in far 
greater brilliancy and purity. Faith upon earth is too 
often blind. People are too apt to take things on 
trust, and call it faith. How can you believe in that 
which is dark and incomprehensible to your mind ? 
You cannot truly believe in that which you do not 
understand clearly and distinctly. Christ ever said. 
Have faith ; but He also said, "Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive," " Seek, and ye shall find ;" for " I am the light 
j and the way." What blessed joyful words are these I 
How simple and how clear! Ask to perceive and 
accept the truth. Christ was ever urging men to ask 
and pray for and desire blessings. You seek for fa- 
vours upon earth, — riches, position, and pleasures. 
Why seek not equally for heavenly wealth and know- 
ledge and happiness ] " Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Fatfier in my name ye shall receive," said the Lord 
Jesus Christ, " that I may be glorified in my Father, 
'^ and my Father in me." Christ also said, " I and my 
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Father are One." Can aught be clearer than that the 
unity and link binding Christ the Mediator to God 
the Creator was the spiritual affinity of the Father and 
the Son, — One in mind, One in nature, feeling, and 
spirit ? 

Ask, then, pray, entreat, supplicate for blessings or 
gifts, and thus shall you purify your hearts and minds 
from earth, and gradually progress and rise to the level 
of angels, and enable the higher spirits to communi- 
cate with you and give yoiTspiritual thoughts and 
ideas through your earthly mediumship or means. It 
is not the intelligence that aids us, it is the purity of 
the mind and thought, the serenity and peaceful hap- 
piness and harmony of our blended sympathies. 

We cannot write for gross or degraded minds ; we 
are unable to communicate holy thoughts to earthly 
material minds, except through many channels or 
means and spirits in different degrees of progress or 
spheres. Thus does the writing lose in purity and 
brightness, and become dim and dull ; our ideas be- 
come confused, and no longer clear or harmonious. 
Spirit writings should be as the chime of bells, full 
toned and clear, the perfection of harmony ; yet too 
often are they jangled and confused and out of tune. 
Ever pray, cling to God and the cross, and you will 
daily become purer, brighter, clearer in mind and 
feelings ; and higher and holier spirits will thus be 
enabled to approach nearer to you. 

Farewell! Our prayers be upon thee, over thee, 
entwined in thy every thought and being, and rise with 
thine to the throne of grace as a sweet incense. 
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SYMPATHY. 



"In the name of Jesus Christ the Mediator do we 
greet thee, for thee do we pray — for thee do we ear- 
nestly desire the blessings of God, the great Creator 
and giver of all good gifts." 

We see your earnest desire to do right, to improve, 
learn, and understand, also the pained and troubled 
mind which seems rocked to and fro. But Christ has 
shown us the haven of refuge ; Christ has proclaimed 
Himself the way, the light, the bread of life, the staff, 
the Shepherd, the gate by which to enter into the 
fold : read, mark, learn, and digest these truths ; fold 
them to your heart, drink them in, and never doubting 
or fearing, go on your way rejoicing. You are sur- 
rounded by those who disbelieve in the fact of Spi- 
ritualism, who are radically opposed in mind to it: 
I therefore contending influences are ever around you — 
I opposing your progress, weighing you down and im- 
i peding our manifestations. But never fear, God will 
aid our endeavours to manifest through you to others, 
the positive facts of spirit communion. Patience and 
hope, dear friend, — earnest, heartfelt prayer, and you 
will succeed ; for God hears all prayer, and helps and 
aids even though you cannot perceive it. You have 
of late gained many new spirit friends. 

The world has got much to learn and is dull in per- 
ceiving spiritual truths. We are ever around you all 
day and night, influencing, counter influencing, and 
guiding ; men little know how much they are indebted 
to us for poetry and painting, thoughts and actions. 
Pray ever for aid and help from the One universal 
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Spirit, and He will send you fitting spirits, or minister- 
ing angels to counsel and guide your mind. 
Farewell, God help you, dear iriend. 



THE FLOWERET. 



All that emanates from God is good, pure, lovely and 
perfect All God's works are finished with a delicacy 
never equalled by the works of man. Let us examine 
a flower, a small and apparently insignificant little field 
flower. Look at the exquisite finish of the leaves — 
the delicacy of the petals, and the intricate formation 
of the stamens and the corolla : all have their purposes 
and their intents. The flower is either for the use of 
mankind, or of animals, birds, or insects ; no flower or 
plant is without its own special use and purpose. 
Many herbs are yet unknown and uncared for, with 
valuable properties of healing lying hidden and waited 
within their leaves and roots. 



To our dear and well-beloved Lotus. — To-day we 
greet you with joy and happiness, and wish to tell you 
that all your spirits will in turn be permitted to write for 
you their recollections of passing away, and their expe- 
rience and daily life in spirit land. It will be very in- 
teresting, and we regret much we cannot communicate 
more frequendy, and also for longer at a time ; but it 
would exhaust you too much to write at greater length. 
Your spirits will all write by turn. 
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To-day it is the spirit of one you never knew on ; 

earth, but who watches over you daily and hourly, | 

and with anxious eyes sees your spiritual de /elopement. 
Some days your flowers and leaves spread forth brightly 
and gloriously to the sun of light and true knowledge, 
and the petals expand in size and increase in brilliancy 
of hue, also in fragrance. 

At other times your petals close and shrink, and 
even wither ; such are the days when thoughts of earth 
fill your mind, and heavfen fades away from your 
thoughts, then do the flowers of your spiritual mind 
seem to close and wither and loose their fragrance and 
brilliancy of tint : the golden streaks become brown, 
and the bright blue turns black. Then are our hearts 
filled with sorrow, and our prayers rise frequent and 
fervent to the Creator, to send high and holy mes- 
sengers to call you back, and to help you to rise once 
more. 

Yet think not by this we control your actions. You 
can act and think, and we only try to influence your 
actions through your mind, to purify and raise the tone 
of thought; to ennoble your ideas, and help, not force, 
you to progress. All this may seem stra;nge, but it 
will all become clear. As yet many of our inventions 
are unknown on earth, and many scientific discoveries 
are still undeveloped, but by degrees we shall explain all, 
and infuse new ideas into the brain of someone yet on 
earth. To do this we must find a mind open to reception 
— ^not prejudiced, but glad to learn ; eager to try and 
study and seek for knowledge, even though it be under 
a new form, and contrary to preconceived ideas and 
habits of thought We find few such among men, and 
hence arises our chief embarrassment. We must also 
find a peculiar influence and atmosphere surrounding 
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the person, to enable us to approach freely, and to act 
upon him. 

Many have this only at times, and that impedes / 
a nd interrupts us, and often at a stance what we com- ' 
mence we are unable to finish, owing to the atmosphere 
being too rapidly exhausted. 

Never talk at a stance ; sit silent and attentive, foi 
if we rap and exhaust the influence before you attend, 
the sentence is incomplete and indistinct, and this i« 
why spirits often appear unable to spell. The atmos- 
phere goes so quickly we can only write letters here 
and there. Always write them down with space be- 
tween, and we will endeavour to fill them up. 

Farewell, dear friend, God bless and aid you. 



COMFORT. 



*' Oh, my God, in thee do I put my trust, let me never 
be confounded." 

There is no text more comforting than this, or that 
strikes more home to the heart, unless it be, " I will 
not leave you comfortless, I will come to you ;** for in 
the one there is the assured faith of a Christian that 
God hears and accepts prayer; and in the -other 
there is the divine promise, so plainly and expliciriy 
expressed that no one can doubt it or misread it. 

We see you have a heavy heart, dear friend ; but 
remember it is not for long. The sun will shine forth 
again. Endeavour to look forward to a brighter land, 
the (roshen of the Israelites, the Paradise of the thief 



1 



i6 



on the cross, the land of promise for all. Think of 
the loving hearts awaiting you, and anxiously watching 
your progress. Pray for help and aid, and strive to 
perform your daily duties. All have a purpose to 
fulfil on earth, although they may not perceive it, anJ 
I all are working out their destiny.^ 



THE TRUE CROSS. 



The true cross, that shines for all who seek it, whose 
rays pierce all darkness, whose light entereth the port- 
als of the mind, and abideth in the heart and bringeth 
forth fruit. " Seek, and ye shall find." Never wear)' 
of seeking ; be not dismayed. Never forget who spoke 
those holy words, so fraught with comfort to the sor- 
rowful, " Seek, and ye shall find.*' There is no condi- 
tion, no doubt, " Ye shall find," saith the Lord. Let 
then no doubt trouble your mind. Pray for celestial 
truth and wisdom, never doubting: seeking, and hoping, 
look, and you shall see. 

The heart of man cannot change suddenly, any 
more than the grub can become the gorgeous butterfly 
in an instant The mind of man cannot shake off 
old ideas and prejudices in one moment. Man may 
perceive a new idea, but the idea, like dew, must be 
gradually absorbed ; the plant must not only suck in 
the dew of heaven, but the moisture must be gradually 
imbibed and drawn up into all the leaves and buds ere 
it can nourish the plant and give new vigour and life 
to send forth fresh shoots. 
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So must the new celestial idea be drawn into the 
brain of man, and must there take root and gradually 
expand, and throw up shoots and bring forth leaves 
and flowers ere the fruit can ripen ; and again must the 
fruit have time to come to perfection and to germinate 
seeds. Such, dear friend, is the life of man on earth ; 
let all seek for the true seed of wisdom, and pray to 
discern the chaff from the wheat, and to garner up 
only the good seed. 

A child's mind resembles a looking-glass, and re- 
flects the shadow of every passing circumstance. 
Woe to those who sully the purity of a child's mind, 
and deface the good by evil words or actions ! A 
child is born pure : but the glass of that infant's mind 
is ever receiving impressions, and these form ideas 
and thoughts, and according to the surroundings so 
will be the mind. Look at a flower in a poor impo- 
verished soil, surrounded by weeds and overshadowed 
by a high rock : it is weak and pale. Transplant the 
flower into a rich soil, where the sun can warm it and 
shed radiance on the poor stunted flower, and lo ! it 
raises its head, the petals expand and the colour 
brightens, the young shoots come forth stronger and 
larger, and the new flowers are radiant in beauty and 
redolent of perfume. So is the mind of a child. Let 
all seek to develope good in youthful minds, and to 
help the flower to expand. Evil thoughts bring forth 
crooked actions, even as stones may distort the plant 
and cause the leaves to assume unnatural shapes. 
The child is the embryo man, and must be placed in 
a healthy atmosphere to grow and mature ; even as 
his body grows in vigour and proportion, so should 
the mind expand, and the moral atmosphere should be 
as healthy as the earthly. Let all look to God and 
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pray for light to see the truth, and you will see that 
which is necessary to understand, that which is good 
for you. Never believe that God's word (as repre- 
sented through the earthly, and therefore imperfect, 
medium of the apostles) is dark and incomprehensible. 
Read it, and you will see clearly and understand the 
truth ; but remember though Jesus spoke in allegories, 
He said, "I am the light. Whosoever believeth in 
me shall have eternal life." Cling to these words ; 
believe, and ye shall be saved. Strive to love your 
neighbour as yourself. Strive ever to weigh your 
words. Never say aught that can pain or wound ; do 
as ye would be done by. Charity is good in words 
and thoughts, as well as in actions ; "Judge not, that 
ye be not judged ;" assist, but never condemn ; aid 
all. Our Saviour sat down with publicans and sinners. 
Who are ye, to think to judge others ? Look ye each 
to your own motes and beams, and regard not the short- 
comings of others. 

If all would but remember the divine precepts and 
example of our Saviour, and not quibble over words 
and doctrines, the world would soon improve. There 
are no doctrines in heaven ; all are alike. Let all 
worship God with heart and soul, and pray to see the 
truth, and regard not forms, ceremonies, or doctrines. 
All men are ahke in the eyes of God,*and for all hath 
the Saviour died, — for the sinner and the saint in 
mortal estimation, for the king and for the beggar, — 
Christ died that all might live. You bind philacteries 
on your brows, you make broad the hems of your gar- 
ments, you cleanse the cups and platters, but within is 
filth. Cleanse your minds, and heed not the garments. 
Let the mind be pure, let good desires fill the heart, 
let kind wishes for others bring forth kind words and 
actions, let all stiive to do their duty in the stations of 
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life they occupy, and let them not seek to leave them. 
Let I hem aid and comfort the minds and hearts of all 
around them, and if there be time for more, then let 
them seek others ; but let them not neglect one weed 
in their own garden to search for one in the garden of 
the stranger. 

God bless, keep, and direct you, dear friend. 



ON PASSING AWAY. 



When a person passes away, dies as you call it upon 
earth, the spirit is instantly received by high and holy 
spirits or angels appointed to conduct the spirit to its 
appointed sphere, it is at once clothed in a spiritual 
form similar to the form it bore on earth, but celestial, 
not terrestrial. Every spirit bears a resemblance to 
the mortal that has passed away ; if good, it is far more 
beautiful, more perfect, more refined ; there are no 
imperfections, no blemishes. Still the resemblance is 
not altered, and all would recognise us if we were 
visible to mortal eyes : but the love and affection of 
our relatives and friends would try us severely, and 
draw us back again to earth. For this purpose, when 
sent on missions of peace and good and usefulness, 
we are not perceived by those who are not clairvoyants. 
We receive from the angels appointed to guide us 
robes of hues suitable to our state ; according to our 
purity and goodness, so are our robes. Everything 
here is typical of our state. Some are m rags who on 
earth were rich and handsome, their robes tattered 
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and their bodies miserable and sick ; while many who 
were crippled and deformed on earth are lovely here. 
According to the mind, so is the body ; according to 
the spirit, so is the outer garb. We have beautiful 
mansions for the good to live in, and mud hovels and 
wretched caverns for those who in life were selfish and 
dwelt in palaces, while their neighbours perished around 
them, unheeded and uncared for. 

People on earth have strange ideas of the spirit 
world. It is simply the world you live in made per- 
fect, more beautiful, more splendid, and with no winter 
or snow, or cold or rain — always summer, always genial. 
We are so happy ; but we are never idle. We all have 
our appointed work to do. We are usually employed 
at that in which we excelled in the world in which 
you live, and also in useful works, such as tending the 
sick and dying. It may seem absurd to those who 
will not believe, that we are sent to help those who 
i^ay for aid. We often hold up the sinking frame 
and support weary heads and failing arms, and help 
them to guide the shuttle at the loom, or ply the needle 
through the weary hours of night. Many a poor semp- 
stress prays for aid and receives it invisibly ; many a 
poor weary artisan obtains help to finish his task. We 
do not actually perform the work, as of olden days the 
fairies were supposed to do ; but we aid and help by 
magnetism, and support and strengthen the labourer 
to do his task. We fan his brow, and cool the air 
around him. and endeavour to help in every way we 
can, and he feels happier and lighter-hearted ; and 
when we hear him pray or thank God, we feel we are 
rewarded, and go back so happy. 

vy We are also employed in educating children. In- 

fants here grow up, as upon earth, and the angels 
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teach them to know all that is good. Happy those 
that pass from earth in infancy, and know not sin ! 

We also have our amusements and pleasures. We 
sing and play on many instruments, and we wish you 
Gould hear the exquisite melody of a celestial choir ; 
all on earth seems harsh and discordant after hearing 
heavenly music. 

Your mother sings so sweetly, and often wishes her 
child could hear her. She is not as yet permitted to 
be much with you, or to approach very near you, lest 
her love for you make her think too much of earth, 
and draw her down. Try to be good and rise, and 
you will approach nearer to her. 

Your brother is ever with you, watching over you 
night and day. He is so happy, for he loves you 
dearly. 

Your brother is very handsome, far more so than 
when on earth. He is clothed in long flowing robes 
of purple, fit emblem of his state and his love for God. 
Blue is emblematic of heaven. He has a golden girdle, 
and his hair is confined with a circle of gold. Golh 
here means heavenly virtue.. Only, good spirits are 
permitted to wear pure gold. Soon he will be allowed 
to wear jewels. Pearls first, then diamonds, then 
rubies. 

Your father is clothed in crimson. His girdle is of 
pure gold, with a diamond clasp. He is higher than 
your brother, yet not so spiritual, for he has not so 
long left earth, and therefore he would be sooner 
drawn back to earthly ties, were he permitted to go to 
you, his pet and darling child. He longs to be with 
you, and to watch over you and protect you from evil. 
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ON THE SYMBOLIC MEANING 

OF COLOURS. 

Dear Friend, 

You have asked for God's blessing on 
this writing, and He will bless and guide our pens, 
and through us your mind. 

To-night we will explain the symbolic meaning of 
colours. Red is the emblem of spiritual love ; there- 
fore rubies are the most spiritual stones and emblematic 
of God's love. Only the very highest spirits are per- 
mitted to wear rubies. Diamonds are emblematic of 
the purity and the spiritualism of God's love. High 
and holy angels only wear diamonds. Pearls are the 
third emblem of God's love and goodness, from their 
rarity and the purity of their colour. Green is the 
colour of earth, consequently not spiritual or high. 
Blue is far higher, the colour of the skies, fit emblem 
of the celestial dwelling-place of the Almighty. Al- 
ways select blue rather than green to wear, or for those 
you love, and while looking on the colour think of the 
spiritual meaning. Clouds are but the outer covering 
and shade of heaven, to prevent mankind from being 
dazzled with the celestial brilliancy of heaven. Only 
angelic eyes can bear the effulgence of heavenly light, 
the glory of the Most High, where all around is bright, 
brilliant, pure, and free from taint. Pray that the 
colour of your celestial robes may be white, and your 
girdle rubies, and that you may be a high and holy 
spirit, dwelling near the Holy of Holies. Remember 
the colour of your robe is typical of your state ; accord- 
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ing to your purity, so will be your garment. Let your 
life on earth be pure and holy, so shall your celestial 
robe be pure, and so shall your happiness be greater 
or less. You are striving hard ; never relax or waver 
'or look back. Pray and hope ; and let the cross ever 
.«?hine before you, leading you on, on, upward to the 
throne of grace and God's love and mercy. 

Your father and mother are watching you as you 
advance step by step on the upward path ; and your 
brother is ever trying to lead, assist, and instil good 
thoughts into your mind and noble wishes into your 
heart. Evil is ever near, ever trying to find an un- 
guarded moment, a weak spot, ever ready to take 
advantage of human frailties to draw you back to 
earth or drag you down to perdition. 

Farewell, dear friend ! God bless and keep you in 
His path. We all watch and pray and try to influence 
your mind to think of heaven and God, and the Re- 
deemer's death upon the cross to save sinners Never 
forget that Christ shed His blood for you ^ and died that 
you might live. Farewell ! 



SHELLS. 



Shells of wisdom open to the sun of celestial truth, 
and those who diligently seek shall find pearls therein. 
The shell is often hard and firmly closed, impervious 
to all air or light ; let the sun of celestial wisdom but 
shed the effulgence of its rays thereon and the shell 
openeth to drink in the rays of warmth and knowledge. 
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Even as the flower opens by day to the sun, the leaves 
and roots by night drink in the dew, and the plant is 
alike nourished and developed by the sun and the dew. 
Thus do men drink in true wisdom from God, if they 
sincerely seek for it, and grow in wisdom and in grace. 
Even so does a man expand in the love and kindness 
of his Creator like a leaf, and imbibe love, truth, and 
tenderness with spiritual knowledge. The inner mind 
of a man is like the fibre of a leaf, delicate, yet firm, 
easily bent and impressed, yet pliable and soft. Keep 
your inner mind pure and free from doubt, and let it 
drink in the dew of celestial wisdom ; slowly, steadily 
absorbing it into every pore, even as a plant absorbs 
the moisture through every portion of the stem and 
leaf. Read steadily, think, reflect, and endeavour to 
extract the honey from the comb. Knowledge cannot 
be acquired in haste. The brain of man is like the 
digestive organs ; all must be gentle and gradual, or 
the body can derive no nourishment from the food or 
. the brain from study. Those who are in earnest will 
5 penetrate all veils of seeming mystery, and reach the 
\ book of truth. 

God is a God of wisdom and love, not of punishment 
and mystery. The allegories and types contained 
in "the Word" are all plain for those who earnestly 
and truthfully seek the key thereof. Our Saviour wel- 
comed little children, and also thanked His Father for 
revealing the truth to babes and sucklings rather than 
to the wise. Wherefore was this but to show it is 
man's pride that blinds him, man's own vanity and 
self-conceit that prevents his seeing that which is plain 
and simple for those who run to read. Farewell. 



PROGRESSIVE TEACHING. 



Dear Friend, 

We have much to tell you of the world 
in which we live, and of our experiences, and of that 
which we learn. We all have the same mind as we 
possessed on earth, otherwise we should lose our iden- 
tity ; but the earthly mind, when divested of the mate- 
rial body, soon becomes spiritualised, and, if good, 
rapidly expands ; if evil, it clogs and becomes dense 
and heavy, and thus weighs down the body, and in- 
duces the individual spirit to sink rather than rise. 
Many have at first a wish to rise, but finding it an 
effort, give way and fall, and join other degraded and 
impure minds, where they endeavour to drag each 
other down deeper and deeper, or to tempt all who 
are weak. Of such it is not our wish to write : we 
prefer to tell of happiness, goodness, purity, and light, 
to recount the lives of those bright beings who endea- 
vour to imitate our Saviour and to help all others : of 
such indeed is the kingdom of God. Farewell, dear 
friend. 



We are most anxious for the spread and develope- 
ment of true sincere spiritual belief not the spurious 
mere love of excitement and novelty that makes people 
run after mediums simply to see tables moved and to 
hear raps and get replies to silly questions. We want 
to find receptive minds, anxious to improve and deve- 
lope and to help others ; earnest truth-seekers, who. 
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unheeding the laughter of the foolish, go on seeking for 
knowledge and trying to assist others, finding it also. 
The true object of spiritualism is to purify and raise 
the tone of mind in man or woman, to make them 
feel the purpose for which they were created, and to 
make them exert themselves and endeavour to progress. 
Remember the life on earth is but for a space of sixty 
or seventy years — few pass that period — and the life 
beyond is eternity. Into what insignificance do the 
few years on earth sink when thinking on eternity, 
century on century rolling on ! Learn, study, seek to 
progress and acquire knowledge ; yet in all keep the 
future in view, and strive that the wisdom acquired 
may be useful for others as well as yourself. Try to 
combine the wisdom of the serpent with the gentleness 
of the dove ; let the sting of the serpent, the venom of 
the fangs, be extracted by the honey of love. Seek in 
acquiring the knowledge of others to gain their esteem 
and affection, and try to raise the tone of their thoughts, 
feelings, and conversation. Seek not to detect their 
failings ; try rather to excite the good qualities, to 
counteract the weak or bad. Pass through life on 
earth carrying balm and healing with you. Sow not 
discord ; rather try to prevent strife and to heal jea- 
lousy. Try by ruling your tongue to soften others, by 
controlling your actions to guide others, and ever 
remember evil communications corrupt, evil examples 
offend and act on weaker minds. Weigh your words, 
and ponder ere you act, and in all endeavour to do 
good. Keep the God Man, the Saviour, the Redeemer, 
ever before you, and try to follow His example, to 
understand and love Him. Love induces gratitude, 
and a grateful heart, — actions. Doth not a friend seek 
to prove his love by acts and deeds, rather than by 
words ? Let your actions incite others ; practise rather 
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than preach, and remember each heart has its own 
burden and responsibility. Earth is a vineyard; labour 
therein to gain your penny, and employ the talent you 
have received discreetly, ever seeking to increase it, 
and praying for more. " Ask, and ye shall receiveu." 
Ask for help and aid, and strength of will and purpose, 
of mind and body. God is never weary of giving, of 
creating, of developing. 



Dear Friend, 

I am so happy to be allowed to come and 
write for you. It is your own cousin, R., and dearly do 
I prize the permission to come, or rather the power of 
dictating to you, my well-beloved cousin, concerning 
the beauties and truths of spirit life beyond the grave. 
The lower, denser, and more animal spirits are ever 
on earth, because their feelings and propensities are 
all of earth, earthy. They are dull and heavy, and 
cannot rise, because drawn down by their own low 
natures. They delight in their former pleasures, and 
go about to theatres, operas, and race-courses, and 
into all the usual routine of human life. They see and 
partake, through the minds of others, of former plea- 
sures. They incite the gambler to play and bet, the 
drunkard to drink, and rejoice to see them give way 
to such passions. Too many of these spirits attend 
when people sit in idle curiosity. They are ever ready 
to throw ridicule and doubt on the subject of spiri- 
tualism, or to induce fear ; and they write for those who 
do not pray and desire steadfastly that only good and 
truthful spirits should come. It is with the deepest 
pain and regret we see many good and sensible people 
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so wrong and foolish as to allow any spirits owning 
themselves to be bad, or signing such names as 
" Satan," or " Devil," to write. Warn all, pray all to 
desist from such folly and impiety. Is it not a mockery 
to allow any spirit calling himself Satan to answer 
questions relating to health or religion, or to ask such 
about a future life ? 

Dear friend, ever continue steadfastly to desire to 
know the truth, and truth only, to acquire celestial 
wisdom, and to resist all knowledge offered or given 
by any spirit not assuring you of its trustfulness and 
sincere earnest desire to rise and progress, with a firm 
belief in God, and God alone, and in Jesus Christ. 
We are much interested in watching your develope- 
ment and spiritual progress. You have steadily per- 
severed, and happiness will be your reward. The 
accounts of spirit life are truthful, and many more 
will be given you. The spirits write as they see and 
think, according to their knowledge of Spirit-land, 
summer-land, and heaven. As a spirit developes and 
rises, his perceptions become clearer and wiser, and 
he explains better. Many truthful spirits do not un- 
derstand, and can but write according to their know- 
ledge of cause and effect. I am very happy; far 
happier than on earth I ever thought to be. Life 
then seemed desirable, and the future dim, mysterious 
and indistinct ; now it is all clear, beautiful, and har- 
monious. I do so rejoice in the idea of telling you 
all I know and see. It is such true happiness to find 
we lead an active useful life here and are permitted to 
exercise our talents acquired on earth for good pur- 
poses. 

It is with much pleasure I return to earth to seek 
for minds that are receptive and capable of being 
impressed, and strive to assist them in knowledge of 
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God and celestial truths, also to help those who labour 
to perfect useful mechanical inventions to aid and 
assist mankind. How little I thought of all this when 
on earth, and how much more would men labour and 
strive did they but know and believe that knowledge 
ceases not with the grave, but rather grows, increases, 
and perfects ! I live with congenial minds, and am 
happy beyond all words and expression. We are free to 
c'ome and -go, yet the sense of our imperfections keeps 
us from seeking to associate with those far superior. 
Where I live, in the sphere around me, we are all of 
one way of thinking, and I even perceive we are alike 
in expression of face — the inner mind showing forth 
makes us resemble each other. We eagerly seek for 
knowledge, and ask for high and holy instructors. 
The highest angels descend from time to lime to 
teach us, and pour wisdom into our thirsty minds. 
Gradually do we rise and progress higher and higher, 
and become purer and more spiritualised. 

Read on, glean a little from all ; combine and select 
the wheat from the chaff, and ever seek to lead others 
higher. Never descend; ever strive to rise and to 
assist those you love to rise with you. God bless you, 
dear cousin. Remember C, where we parted. Thine, 

Robert. 



THE LILY. 

My dear Friend, 

We are all anxious to tell you our experiences, and 
all that we think will be interesting to you and to others, 
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yet at times we have much difficulty in communicating 
our thoughts through your mediumship. Your atmos- 
phere is so rapidly exhausted it limits and cramps our 
manifestations. As you develope more it will be far 
easier; at present it is only at times we can fully 
convey our meaning in words. We frequently regret 
the poverty of the writing and expressions, but in time 
the harmony will flow more easily and richly from 
your pen through our influence. Never seek for a 
^word or try to aid us, — it impedes rather than helps. 
Be patient, be passive, and let us use your arm as it 
were a machine. Let us be the mind and you the 
pen to convey our meaning to others. 

On quitting my mortal frame I only remember a 
delicious sensation of peace and calm (after much 
pain and a sharp struggle), a sound of sweet harmony 
and an indistinct vision of celestial faces and forms 
around me. I felt supported, and, as it were, floated 
upwards. On recovering from what felt like a deep 
sleep, I saw a lovely angelic form bending over me, 
while others stood around. I gazed from one to the 
other. The faces were unknown to me ; the forms 
unlike any I had seen heretofore. I felt no fear, a 
peaceful happiness seemed rather to fill my heart. I 
knew that they were friends, and longed to hear them 
speak. To my surprise they comprehended all that 
passed through my mind, and by degrees I began to 
see and feel their corresponding ideas. I arose, and 
as I did so I perceived I wore no longer the garb 
of earth. Long and loose robes of flowing white 
clothed my limbs, which though formed as before, and 
fashioned as on earth, were now no longer heavy and 
unable to move and rise at will. I moved about, and 
rose surprised and confused at my new power. The 
other forms suiTounding me looked kindly on, like a 
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mother watching her first-born essaying his tiny limbs. 
At length one of them spoke. Dear sister, she said, 
You are now in Summer-land. Your body is substan- 
tial, yet no longer material : it is now celestial. You 
can move at will, and are no longer controlled by 
earthly laws and attractions. We are glad to welcome 
you to our home, and anxious to explain all you may 
desire to know. Kind friends, I replied, I am as yet 
bewildered; tell me have I not passed away from 
earth, and is this heaven ? If so, where are the angels, 
and where is God, my Creator and Redeemer 1 They 
gently sat down around me, and one of them, taking 
my hand, said. You are no longer on earth, and are 
now in the mansion prepared for you by your heavenly 
Father. As the portals of your mind open and expand 
to heavenly and celestial wisdom, so will you rise 
nearer and nearer to the throne of grace, from which 
emanates all that is good. Here you will receive your 
first instructions, which in turn you will impart to 
others, and thus learning and receiving, imparting 
and assisting, will you gradually grow in wisdom, in 
grace, and in knowledge of all that is for your good 
and for your further develupement. Day by day shall 
we meet for instruction, and here will you listen to 
your first lessons in celestial wisdom. We will now 
proceed to shew you your mansion and to partake of 
some refreshment. Saying this, I was led through 
several apartments lovely and pleasing to the eye, 
through the harmony and softness of the tints, and 
the beauty of the textures. I was still unable to utter 
many words. Speech seemed difficult, and the voices 
at times failed to convey to me the full meaning of 
things ; but I saw that all was elegant and exquisite, 
and different from earth. Here no colours offended 
the eye by gaudy tints ; all was soft, though rich, and 
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delicately blended ; everything that could gratify and 
please and contribute to my happiness seemed there. 
I even perceived various instruments, and on asking 
if music was permitted and possible, several spirits 
graciously complied, and filled my ears with a divine 
melody, the harmony of which surpassed all that I 
had ever dwelt on in imagination. At length a fear 
stole into my mind, and looking timidly around, I 
asked. Where is the Giver of all these good things ? 
To whom am I to render the tribute of a full and 
grateful heart, and whither shall I proceed to do so ? 
One fairer than all the others, more gloriously beautiful, 
advanced and said. Lift up your heart, my child, to 
the great and beneficent Giver of all good things, from 
whom Cometh all celestial, all divine, and all earthly 
blessings. Thank Him alone for all. We are but the 
ministers of God's m\\ in heaven or upon earth. 
There did we anxiously watch over you and seek to 
influence you for good, and to guard you from evil ; 
gladly did we perceive each thought that flowed upward 
to heaven even as a sweet savour, and fondlv did we 
watch each action, each word, and each thought. Now 
we have the pleasing and joyful task allotted to us of 
instructing your spirit mind (divested of its earthly 
ties and influences) in celestial truths and wisdom. 
Soon will you see clearer, and understand all the 
beauties and harmonies of the divine creation. Ra- 
pidly will all be unfolded to your gaze, for you are 
pure in mind and thought, earth hath no attraction for 
you. The threads that connected you with the frail 
clay were easily severed. God hath ever dwelt in 
your mind ; sincerely did you seek to do His will and 
pleasure while yet on earth ; tenderly did you give a 
cup of water to the thirsty, and bind up the wounds of 
the sick; gladly did you pour balm and oil into 
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troubled minds, and now will you reap your reward. 
Happiness is in store for you far greater than any of 
which you have ever conceived. Pure as a lily, such 
shall be your spirit name. Pearls are the fit emblems of 
your spirit mind. Saying this, he presented me with a 
girdle and a crown. How can I describe the joy that 
thrilled through my heart while listening to such 
words ? Dearly as I had loved my Saviour while yet 
on earth, fondly as I had clung to His promises, never 
had I so clearly realized them. He seemed to stand 
before me in all His majesty and glory fully revealed, 
surrounded by bright angels, and love and comfort 
beaming from His face. My God, my God, I said, 
my happiness is too intense ! Lord, I believe, help 
Thou mine unbelief ! I cannot describe all I saw or 
felt ; I only know I ascended to realms of bliss and 
happiness and beauty far beyond the expiession of 
human words or pen. That all and everything seems 
now clear to me, — how that all was created, and 
progressed and developed and perfected; how that 
mankind was placed on earth and permitted to know 
sin, that they might perceive and know good from evil ; 
how that sin crept in and grew strong, and multiplied 
and increased, till Christ the God and Saviour des- 
cended upon earth, suffered and was crucified, that all 
mankind might see and learn and know that He was 
God, immaculate and undefiled by sin, that He might 
trample upon the law by which all men must fail and 
die, that through God we might receive our life again. 
First did God give life upon earth — material, natural 
life — then again did He bestow life, spiritual life, through 
Christ, the Son of God, the co-eternal, co-equal of the 
Father. Christ descended from His celestial home to 
be a light to all mankind, that all should understand 
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that He was the light, the true light, that was sent into 
the world to redeem mankind from the law. By suf- 
fering on the cross, taking upon Him the nature of 
mankind, He separated Himself from the Father, and 
could thus die, — that is, the body could be made to 
perish. Though divine, the human body no longer 
animated by the divine essence perished on the cross ; 
but from the human arose the Godhead, and Christ 
ascended to the Father, having given life eternal and 
everlasting to all mankind without reserve — freely and 
unconditionally. " Ask and ye shall receive." Let 
this dwell in the hearts of all, and fill them with love 
and gratitude. Hold to it — clasp it — wear it — never 
part with it. " Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name ye shall receive, that I may be glorified in 
my Father, and my Father in me." 

Dear friend, with joy do I thus communicate to 
you my happiness. Pray earnestly for help to rise, 
and never faltering, never doubting, go on your way 
rejoicing that Christ our Saviour died that we might 
live, and rose aj?ain that we might share His life eter- 
nal. Glory to the most High. Hosannah ! 



CHARLES. 



Dear Friend, 

I am to-day permitted to tell you of my 
passing away, and my experience in the land of spirits. 
I remember, but indistinctly, my last illness, and believe 
it to have been of short duration. The first thing I 
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remember clearly, was, seeing the earth at some dis- 
tance beneath me, and perceiving that the forms sur- 
rounding me were unlike those to which I had been 
accustomed. I then observed that I myself no longer 
wore earthly garments, that I was clothed in a long 
loose wrapper of blue, soft and light, and almost trans- 
parent. I could also move without action, simply by 
will ; this surprised me much, and I endeavoured to 
rise and seek for some one I had known before. I 
instantly ascended ; still earth was perceptible beneath 
me. All around appeared as it were earth, yet not 
solid and dense like the world I soared above. It 
appeared to me substantial, yet translucent. I saw 
around me trees and hills, gardens and meadows, even 
mansions ; yet I beheld beneath me, through a clear 
air, (I cannot call it cloud) earth with its towns and 
villages, hills and valleys. I was delighted to rise and 
had no wish to return to earth. I longed to behold 
light, and gradually it penetrated the inner portals of 
my mind that, if I were no longer upon earth and 
clothed in mortality, I must be a spirit and in 
heaven ; as this idea dawned upon me, I felt a glow 
in my heart and a radianite surrounded me. What 
happiness to think I should now see heaven, holy an- 
gels, and perhaps the Almighty God himself. A dim 
fear stole through me, and then like a ray of light 
came the thought, God is good, God is love, and from 
Him Cometh all light, wisdom, and knowledge. An 
earnest desire to rise still higher, a longing wish to 
penetrate the veil that enshrouded my understanding 
— to comprehend all good, to know God's will — filled 
me, and, as I thought thus, the clouds rolled away, the 
mists seemed to melt before a light — a ray that pierced 
all, warmed, and cheered, and drew me on, up, up slill 
higher. Soon, I perceived bright forms, and amidst 



them one more radiant than the others approached 
me, saying, " Welcome home, this is your appointed 
resting place for a time ; you earnestly desired to rise 
and know the truth, and the wish has enabled you to 
leave earth. One strong tie alone draws you back ; 
yet for a time you must not return. It is necessary 
you should fully understand your present life and ex- 
istence, and feel the change ere you return to earth." 
I felt a difficulty in speaking, my brain was chaotic. 
I could not find words to express my feelings, but 
gazing kindly on me, the bright form beside me said — 
" My child, we see and comprehend your thoughts ; 
rest for awhile, and then we will again converse." 
Thus speaking, he led me to a comfortable looking 
mansion, and into an apartment where I sank to rest 
for awhile, and awoke to see the same bright form 
near me, and beside him, on a table, fruits and flowers, 
and other kinds of food, of which he desired me to 
partake. I obeyed, scarcely knowing whether I had 
had a dream, or that all was reality. What could this 
mean ? My body was no longer as it had been — earth 
was beneath me, a bright angelic being stood beside 
me. Yet was I clothed and reposing in a mansion, 
and now about to partake of food. Again came the 
clear bell-like voice, that filled my heart with harmony 
and joy, sounding so sweet and pleasant. " My child, 
eat, and then we will converse. All shall soon be ex- 
plained to you : I am your appointed guardian or 
instructor, to me you must look for all knowledge. 
Yet to God must you really look for wisdom and true 
light, while receiving the words from me, and through 
my mediumship. The knowledge will be divine. All 
wisdom is divine, and emanates from God. Ever de- 
sire celestial wisdom, and pray in your heart to be able 
to receive it, and to progress. As you fix your mind 
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on holy thoughts and desires, light will be sent,—: 
although it flows into your mind through me, it comes 
from the Celestial Divinity." 

I tasted the food ; it was exquisitely delicious, 
lovely to the sight, fragrant to the sense, and 
luscious to the taste. As I partook of it, it gave me 
fresh vigour. I rose up refreshed, and following my 
guardian angel, we passed through a green meadow 
to a wood beyond ; a gentle rise led us to a high rock, 
beneath which we seated ourselves and I looked round. 
My sight was no longer limited by space and distance ; 
far as I looked all appeared clear and distinct. I 
then gazed below, and beheld earth spread out like a 
carpet at our feet. Soon I grew weary of looking 
down, and gazed upward. Again my guardian spoke, 
" My child, the great Universal Being, from whom all 
has emanated, and by whom all things have been 
created, by whom all hath been fore-ordained and 
regulated, has given every human being light to guide 
him. Some have received it negligently and quenched 
the spark; othershave violently extinguished it; others 
again have tended it fitfully. This has been your 
case. You have from time to time thought of God, 
and wished for the knowledge of truth, desiring to live 
a good and honourable life on earth. At other times 
you floated carelessly down life's stream, not thinking 
of guiding your bark, but letting it drift with the cur- 
rent You have met with occasional rocks, and when 
in danger too often trusted in your own strength, and 
laboured to save your boat, to right it again without 
looking for help and desiring aid from above. Now 
you have quitted your material earthly form, and are 
entirely spirit, not matter. You must steer your bark 
more steadily, and endeavour to be guided by celestial 
light" 
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, While thus listening to his words, which I can but 
-imperfectly repeat through your mediumship, the 
clouds that obscured my mind cleared away, and 
a steady determination and fixed purpose appeared 
to rise and fill my thoughts with the desire to seek 
God for aid and help, to l^now His will and the pur- 
pose for which I had been created, to be led and 
guided solely by celestial light. As I thought thus a 
rosy cloud descended nearer and nearer, and from 
this issued words, the purport of which I give as nearly 
as I can : " My son, your wishes are known, your 
thoughts have risen up as a sweet incense ; light shall 
be given you, you shall see and understand. Never 
falter,, or let doubt enter the portals of your mind. 
Look not back to earth with a desire to return, 
unless for a special purpose, and mission of love and 
good ; rather desire to gain strength and wisdom and 
understanding of all good, and to be permitted not 
only thus to imbibe celestial truth, but to impart it to 
others." 

The cloud then seemed to rise, and turning to my 
guardian, I said, " Words fail me to express my grati- 
tude and happiness ; now do I indeed begin to com- 
prehend God's greatness and justice, love, and truth." 
Oh, the ineffable joy of such communications ! Sinking 
on my knees, heartfelt spirit communion rose from the 
inner portals of my mind to the great beneficent and 
universal Essence of Wisdom. I gradually and imper- 
ceptibly became fully aware of my condition, and that 
I had now no longer anything of earth or material in 
my composition, that in passing from earth the spirit 
alone quitted the clay, that spirit or essence that 
dwells in all mankind, and is derived from God at our 
birth. This divine essence is by some called soul ; 
but to me it now seems that in the body of an infant 
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at its birth God breathes the breath of life that ani- 
mates the body and makes it a living being ; and this 
acts upon the brain, giving thought and also imparting 
to all the inward internal feeling of good and evil. 
Sin constitutes the commission of an action felt by the 
person to be wrong, contrary to nature, and to the 
divine commands. Without prayer no man can of 
himself resist the evil inclination in his nature, nei- 
ther the temptations arising from the influence of evil 
around him. In all humanity there is a tendency to 
evil, in some greater than in others. Society has formed 
laws, and civilization has brought into daily use many 
codes, customs, and ideas. They vary in different 
countries ; but in the mind of all there is implanted 
an innate idea of right or wrong, warped or developed 
by education. To offend against social and divine 
laws is not always the same. God sees the heart, the 
\ inmost secret thought, that prompts, causes, and at 
times excuses the action. Men can but judge the act 
itself under extenuating or aggravating circumstances. 
God sees deeper : if the action be premeditated, dwelt 
on, and determined, or whether it be caused by unfore- 
seen circumstances to the individual, who led on un- 
knowingly, perhaps forced at times, yields to temptation j 
this constitutes the greater or lesser evil, the actual 
sin or error. We often sought for counsel and aid to 
form a correct opinion through the highest spirits, 
earnestly desiring that through their modiumship we 
might receive divine truths, and while thus occupied 
celestial voices would at times communicate divine 
wisdom and celestial truths through clouds. At other 
times when thus assembled, and sincerely desirous of 
instruction, angels would descend and give us instruc- 
tion. 
Some spirits progress and rise far more rapidly than 
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Others, according to their earnestness in seeking in- 
struction and in desiring to develope and ascend. I 
longed to be employed in acts of kindness, and to be 
permitted to return to earth ; but I had much to learn, 
or rather to unlearn, of divine wisdom and the laws of 
celestial goodness and truth. I had much difficulty at 
first in shaking off old preconceived ideas learnt on 
earth, but the sincere wish to see and feel and take in 
the celestial truth aided me. Gradually all my ma- 
terial and earthly knowledge faded away and dropped 
off like withered leaves, and new buds burst forth, 
celestial flowers expanded, and fruit was brought forth. 
I rose to higher spheres of knowledge, wisdom, love, 
and happiness. At length I was told I might return 
to earth on a labour of love and affection, and my 
guardian angel told me I might seek whom I desired. 
My sister, my darling sister, to you I went, impelled 
by love which grows not dim ; to you did I at once 
proceed, and eagerly did I strive to influence your 
mind. For long I was unable to impress you ; but at 
length you yielded, and with heartfelt gladness did we 
perceive you were becoming perceptive of spiritual 
influence. Much had we to contend against, still 
strove we earnestly to influence and guide your mind 
to good. By degrees you have developed and are 
developing, and as yoil steadily continue all will be 
clearer ; our writing will be more distinct and our 
words cany more weight : each day and week makes 
it more easy to control your mind. Let nothing deter 
you ; let no one influence you to believe it is the 
influence of evil, the anti-Christ ; believe rather it is 
a special act of grace and love from the Almighty to 
counteract the working of evil, and to unmaterialise 
mankind, to open the inner or spiritual perceptions of 
man and make him less earthly and more ready far 
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the state of transition through which all must pass. 
I have much more to tell you, but for to-day, farewell. 



After a time my happiness greatly increased. I saw 
a vista opening to me, — a wide field of usefulness. I 
perceived tfiat as I perfected and improved, so could 
I do more good to others ; that as my mind drank in 
celestial truths and wisdom, so could I better impart 
knowledge to others. The great want in all earthly 
teaching is thus shown : men attempt to teach others 
that of which they are utterly ignorant. I became 
more and more aware of the imperfection of all human 
learning, and more eager for my mind to expand on 
earth. I had ever loved reading ; but still I never felt 
the value of instruction properly administered. Here 
each word sinks into our mind clear and distinct as 
the chime of a bell. There it remains, — unmoved, 
unchangeable, — and as each word, each idea, is added 
to the inner store, we gamer up the rich truths 
of celestial wisdom. On earth we learn much that is 
false, and must be unlearned, thrown off, and de- 
stroyed. This is the hardest lesson of all. The crust 
of early teaching clings to our minds and clogs our 
perception of truth. Yet as the rays of celestial truth 
pierce, so the crust crumbles and falls. Look on 
a grain of wheat placed in the earth. It decom- 
poses, and then a life springs up out of the inner core, 
and from thence emanates a plant, a stalk, and on this 
stalk comes the blade full of other grain. Even so our 
spirit minds arise from the earthy grain and bear and 
bring forth fruit. These do we cherish, encourage, 
cultivate, tend, and water; and with our growth our 
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satisfaction is increased and happiness unfolded. I 
longed to hear of our dear mother, and also of my 
father, to ascertain the chance of influencing those on 
earth ; yet for a time my guardian bade me think only 
of developing, learning, rising, and perfecting. After 
this he told me my father had passed away. How I 
longed to be permitted to assist him ; but it could not 
be. Again my guardian told me that our dearly-loved 
mother had passed away from earth. I longed to 
meet her, to see her once more, to converse with her, 
to make sure she was happy, and tell her all my own 
experience. 

At length the time came, and with Joy I received 
the intelligence that I might really see and converse 
with my pure, good, kind mother. The spirit told 
me I might follow him, and for the festive occa- 
sion he presented me with a most beautiful robe of a 
new and curious device. The body was of crimson, 
the border of white ; and on it were scrolls that looked 
like exquisite painting. Flowers appeared thereon in 
every colour, and yet all so soft, so harmoniously blen- 
ded that nothing was too vivid or offended the eye. I 
thanked him for the kind thought, and putting it on 
joyously, proceeded to seek my mother. We passed 
through many spheres unknown to me, where I saw 
many new types of spirits, differently clad to any I 
had yet seen. Afler a time we entered a region where 
all was sofl and genial, where the flowers gave forth 
the most odorous perfume, and the foliage seemed 
richer than any I previously beheld, and the n)ansions 
rose more stately and magnificent. At length we came 
to a gloriously splendid garden. Above, a terrace rose 
covered with lovely flowers, and in the centre I per- 
ceived a beautiful fountain, around which lovely 
children were playing. The stately mansion to which 
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white marble steps and a high portico conducted us, 
filled me with wonder. Entering through the por- 
tico, which was arranged with seats, half hidden 
by flowering shrubs, we found ourselves in a large 
vestibule. Around this were many rooms, and 
from one issued sounds of sweet music. Here 
we soon entered, attracted by a voice sweeter and 
more beautiful to my heart than any other. My 
mother, my darling mother, rose to receive me, her 
face beaming with love and joy ; " I felt," she said, 
*• some new happiness was about to be conferred on 
me. My son, it is indeed happiness to be once more 
united" 

Here I am unable to proceed, the intense joy, the 
thrilling happiness, is beyond any words to convey 
their true meaning. Gladly would I describe all, but 
I cannot Yet this I can communicate, that I am 
now permitted to visit my mother from time to time, 
to impart to her all I know, and gain from her pearls 
of priceless value in words of love and purity. AH 
around her was beautiful — all seemed harmonious ; 
when she sang to me, floods of joy swept over me, and 
I knew not how to be sufficiently grateful for the per- 
mission to visit one so high, so good, so pure, so 
loving. 

Rapidly I now advanced, and approached nearer to 
her sphere, in which I anxiously hoped some day to 
dwell. My dear mother was surrounded by little chil- 
dren and young people, who looked to her for know- 
ledge and instruction, and hung on her words and 
treasured them up in their minds as jewels of priceless 
value. I thought her beautiful upon earth, but here 
she is exquisitely lovely, youthful, and graceful : her 
long golden hair floats around her, forming clouds of 
loveliness and glory, her robes are of spotless white, 



44 

and all around seems pure and spotless, and unsullied 
by evil. Together, we often converse about you, and 
pray for your advancement, and long for the time when 
we shall welcome you to the happy glorious land which 
our heavenly Father hath prepared for us. Together 
we were now permitted to go to my father, and joyously 
did he receive us ; tender and grateful were his greet- 
ings to my mother ; he had loved her on earth, ye.t 
I not being so pure and good, he could not visit her in 
^ her sphere. Yet her going to him seemed to aid him 
in developing. TogeOier we often visited earth, sent 
by the higher spirits on missions of love and useful- 
ness. Often did we seek to deter youth and innocence 
from being led astray by vice, often did we endeavour 
to soften the hard heart of the selfish man, bent on 
gratifying his own senses, and in deterring the drunkard 
from the fatal cup. When we succeeded, joy filled 
our hearts, — when we failed we returned sorrowfully, 
yet hoping for more aid from above, and praying for 
God's blessing and help to enable us to carry out His 
divine pleasure and commands. Thus passes our 
time ; we learn and we teach, we meet to compare 
and enjoy our mutual developement, and we go to 
earth, or to the lower spheres to endeavour to assist 
others to rise and be happy. Care and sorrow is un- 
known. Fear not to join us. Diligently seek to im- 
prove. Earnestly pray to develope in purity of mind, 
word and deed. Gladly will we welcome you to realms 
of joy and peace, and happiness beyond conception. 

Farewell, dear child ; your mother is now with you, 
and anxious to tell you of herself. 
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I am again permitted, dear sister, to dictate to you. 
While doing so I stand, as it were, on your right hand, 
with one arm raised over your head to influence your 
mind and inner spirit, the other over your wrist. At 
( first we influenced you from your shoulder and elbow, 
I now we influence the wrist. It takes time to establish 
a full and complete control and influence over your 
muscles, and also over your mind. We wish you to 
act as a machine, without either thought or ^dll, and 
to let us act entirely. Never attempt to seek a word, 
or to fill a sentence; where there is a pause, wait. We, 
are often interrupted by the influence of persons passing', 
near you, or of other spirits endeavouring to control your 
mind. We wish to preserve you from any evil contact, 
and to prevent mischievous or untruthful spirits from 
operating on you and through you. This at times 
causes delay and seeming confusion. You are also 
very weak, and we are forced to watch carefully, and 
to stop the moment we perceive your atmosphere 
is becoming exhausted. We are interested in all you 
read of the spirit world, and carefully note your im- 
pressions ; for according to the mind of the person on 
earth, so are the revelations of the spirit. From each 
will the accounts vary, and seemingly contradict each 
other : yet all are in harmony. As on earth your 
country is the one in which you are interested, so here 
, the sphere is to the spirit his country, his world, his 
^ home. As you rise, with each succeeding step or de^ 
velopement, so do our knowledge and understanding 
increase. Still in each sphere, we, for the time, are 
persuaded that it is the true state of others. Yet in 
each we see but a portion of the great Infinity. I have 
lately been permitted to see and know Swedenborg : 
great is my joy and happiness, for he has kindly shewn 
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me many things, and explained much that I could not 
comprehend. He was permitted to see much, more 
perhaps than any other mortal, of the inner world, while 
yet on earth. His views naturally were affected and 
tinctured with his earthly developement, but you may 
safely read all his works, and we lik^ you to try and 
enter into his views, for they are pure and good. 

Our mother knows him also, and frequently con- 
verses with him, and some day we hope to be enabled 
to convey to you some of our conversations on celes- 
tial wisdom. He has kindly promised to look at you, 
and to endeavour to assist us in your developement 

God bless you. Farewell. 

C. 



Dear, dear sister, with joy I greet you, and watch 
the inner workings of your mind, the real true and 
sincere desire to see and take in the celestial truth. 
You have much yet to learn and shake off. The dif- 
ficulty is to disconnect the type from the reality, — to 
see the truth portrayed in the type, and to take in the 
inner hidden meaning. Search diligently, and you shall 
find, God loves his children and sees their minds, 
and knows when it is lip service, and when from the 
heart 

The other day (I use this term as the only one to 
convey the meaning to your mind of an epoch or space 
of time), we were all assembled together, and the topic 
was introduced among us, what constituted virtue upon 
earth 1 In this we felt greatly interested, and there- 
fore we prayed for help and aid, and celestial wisdom 
to guide us. An angel, radiant with beauty and light. 
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because sent by God to us to illumine our minds, came 
and thus discoursed : 

" My children, God created men and women for the 
procreation of children and the multiplying of people 
on the earth. He made them pure, but gave them feelings 
and desires, the natural use of which is good, and the 
abuse of which is evil. In the beginning there was no 
cause for sin — all were marrieti ; yet after a time men 
and women became more material, grosser, and forgot 
the divine in the material, and thus by degrees they 
formed laws for themselves, and these laws press hard 
on many. It is a question of infinite magnitude, and 
one requiring much time to explain ; yet it is a subject 
on which all the higher powers are debating, and one 
on which they are earnestly seeking for information 
from the divine essence of celestial wisdom. SVe are 
about to meet and discuss the course to be pursued to 
endeavour to help mortality to become purer. For 
this purpose, as we derive instruction so shall we im- 
part it to you and others, and send you on missions to 
earth to endeavour to counteract the present prevailing 
errors, degrading and materialising mankind. The 
mind acts on the body; and while the mental ener- 
gies are all fermenting and straggling, the body will 
be enervated and suffer sympathetically. Be vigilant 
and watchful. Evil is strongly banded together to 
oppose us both in manifestations, advice, and impres- 
sions. Where the mind of the recipient is feeble or 
nervous, evil endeavours to frighten them, or to per- 
suade them that all manifestations are evil and temp- 
■ tations of Satan, the name ever used to indicate the 
head of sin and evil, of which the serpent is the type. 
The world is swayed to and fro, yet the belief in the 
active influence of spirits is gaining ground, and daily 
we progress, for God is the overruling power, and from 
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Him doth light radiate. We are actively employed in 
forming bands, and selecting the leading spirits to 
counteract evil on earth. To you, our children in 
spirit, do we look to carry out our plans, and fly on 
missions of love, good, and watchfulness, to give 
notice of danger, to carry the healing balm of love 
and comfort to the struggling and afflicted. Farewell. 



Again it was graciously permitted me to see Sweden- 
borg and others of high and holy minds, and to listen 
to their discourses I will endeavour to impart some 
of their wisdom to you, my well-beloved sister; but 
remember I am only imparting to tlie best of my ability 
their ideas, and again it passes through your medium- 
ship : thus deteriorating and losing much of its original 
purity and light, and also of its clearness and intelli- 
gence. Could you but hear the discourse in its ori- 
ginal form ! It is as the diamond in briUiancy by the 
side of glass ; it is as gold by the side of brass, — so 
pure, so forcible, so clear, so potent, carrying all 
before it. Alas for my own weakness and imperfec- 
tion ! I feel it severely when I try to impart such 
knowledge to you, whom I love so fondly, and whom 
I so sincerely desire to instruct and draw up from the 
grossness of earthly feelings and ideas to the light and 
brilliancy of celestial truth. We must now await your 
renewal of further strength and atmosphere. 



At a late meeting held by high and holy spirits, it 
was determined to organise regular bodies, even as an 
army upon earth, each body or company having its 
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head or leader ; and again other spirits were to act as 
pioneers, seeking on earth for receptive minds and 
mediums, each repairing to their leader to report the 
mass of information thus collected. I am rejoiced to 
say that I am one thus chosen, and about to be em- 
ployed on missions of usefulness on earth. It will be 
permitted me from time to time to impart to you our 
progress, or perhaps my individual progress. 

I had the privilege of listening to a conversation be- 
tween Swedenborg and several other high and learned 
spirits, on the subject of the amelioration of mankind, 
and the furtherance of morality upon earth. 

The present state of human society preventing many 
from a natural marriage, women, going through lif© 
unloved, and seeking for an object of afiection, are apt 
to be led away bv false ideas, and to seek for excite- 
ment in many ways. Some throw themselves into re- 
ligion, and imagine that by wearing peculiar dresses, 
vowing vows, and immuring themselves with others of 
their own sex in dwellings isolated from mankind, 
they are performing acts pleasing to the Almighty 
Dispenser of life ; thus warping the natural affec- 
tions, they become stern and ascetic (unnatural speci- 
mens of humanity), instead of employing themselves 
usefully in the positions to which they were born, — 
being gentle and kind to all, visiting the sick and afflic- 
ted, and, if they so will, educating young children. This 
is the natural life of woman. I^et a girl seek to educate 
her mind, always looking to the Divinity for wisdom, 
true knowledge, aid, and guidance, — and then let her 
in turn seek to help others. If married and a mother, 
let her instruct her children ; if solitary, let her select 
one or more and assist ; but let all remember great 
acts are not required, — little acts fill up the sum of 

4 
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human life, and it is the daily and ordinary life that is, 
as it were, a field open to cultivation. Kind words 
and actions are like good seed, to be watered and 
cultivated by perseverance and industry. Let none 
think they can do no good. Every kind word, 
every gentle mark of affection to an unhappy mind, is 
good. The suffering mind is apt to harden, close up, 
and thus crush the germs of life, ever springing up and 
bringing forth — flowers with those who cultivate their 
minds, and weeds with those who neglect their gar- 
dens. 

Let women look around and at home, ere they seek 
for objeas of compassion abroad, and unconnected 
with them. Let each strive to do her duty, and her 
utmost, and then the field of labour will be more 
evenly cultivated. Everything must be gradual, — 
nothing can be done in haste or suddenly. Let every 
sister cultivate her own garden diligently, and then 
assist her neighbour ; but let no one leave her own 
untilled and wander about, and think to help others 
while neglecting her own. Weeds choke and stifle 
good seed, and so do evil thoughts ; anger, jealousy, 
covetousness, and selfishness stifle all good feelings in 
the human mind. Let each keep in mind, " Love thy 
neighbour as thyself," " Do unto others as ye would 
be done by," and life will no longer be a scene of 
strife, but of harmony and good fellowship. Let no 
one think to rule or sway others, to control or dictate ; 
let each assist and help. Great masses can be moved 
by the united efforts of many, while single efforts are 
useless, though each individual in the mass may be 
weak, and the one solitary being strong and powerful. 
The single and divided efforts of several powerful men 
will be less successful than the united strength of 
weaker men combined. Let no one attempt to rebel 
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against the rules of a country, or the regulations of 
society, but let each try and promote harmony, peace 
and concord, among men, and induce them to progress 
individually and collectively. 

This, dear sister, is what I gathered from the dis- 
course, even as a bee gathers honey from a flower. 



Again did we meet, and many came from earth to 
report their progress, and the number of receptive 
minds they had discovered '; also the mediums through 
whom they hoped to influence and persuade others, — 
some by thought, some by writing, some by allegorical 
draw^ings, others by speech, and also by physical mani- 
festations ; the latter phase being necessary to awaken 
grosser minds, to impress men with much intellect but 
little feeling, of the beauty and harmony of the inner 
mind or spirit. For such as these, philosophers, men, 
who doubting all, endeavour to search inlo the hidden 
mysteries of nature, and then frame rules and ideas by 
their own standard of thought and idea, there must be 
practical proof of an unseen yet positive presence ; for 
these, tables must be lifted and moved violently ; raps 
ipust be Jieard, hands seen or .felt ; like Philip, they 
must see and touch. ' 

But to others with more feeling and a more delicate 
perception of the inner hidden spirit often conveyed 
in a seeming mystery, is given both drawing and 
writing. 

It is through this latter phase we hope and trust to 
make more converts, to convince men and women of 
the truth of spirit life, and the actual living presence 
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of spirits, or the departed essence of human beings 
revisiting earth, acting upon, and through others. 

To-day I may write no more, although I feel very 
anxious to tell you many things. 



Dear Sister, 

We have just held a conference, and this 
is the result, as nearly as I can relate it The spirits 
of darkness, typifying evil, are making a strong and 
determined effort to counteract our endeavours to pro- 
mulgate the truth, light, and understanding. They 
are determined to influence the minds of men to look 
on spiritualism as evil, and leading to destruction. 
' Through the means of evil men they will seek by 
false or cheating mediums to disgust honest, truthful 
searchers after reality, to turn them from it in sorrow 
or disgust. Again, the timid do they seek to terrify by 
leading them to fear evil hidden and concealed. At 
seances they will join, and by violent influences on 
the fluids, force the table into motions that alarm 
some, and make others doubtful that good spirits 
would be so violent and turbulent. Many spirits 
related with sorrow the scenes they had witnessed, 
where people were terrified at the noises they heard 
and the rising of heavy furniture, and the crash with 
which weighty tables were permitted to fall. Others 
again related how mediums seeking for gold and for 
earthly advancement alone, being forsaken by the spi- 
rits, tried to deceive by false messages, false writings, 
and pretended knowledge. 

After all had been heard, the highest spirit rose ta 
speak, and loud and clear as the clarion did his voice 
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resound through the mighty space. Grand and digni- 
fied was his bearing ; silence was preserved by all 
around. He then stated he should advise that no time 
should be lost in discussion, but that at once certain 
spirits should be selected as captains of chosen bands. 
To this they all agreed, and a selection was made of 
the highest, purest, and noblest in this sphere. The 
captains or leaders were then each to select fifty 
spirits to act under his orders, and to obey implicitly; 
they again were each to select ten others to carry out 
and execute their instructions, and all were to unite 
and report progress. 

It was a gloriously beautiful sight to see all these 
spirits assembled The highest were seated on raised 
thrones, and above their heads bright lights were seen 
to play and dart around in wreaths and crowns and 
stars of beauty. Silently each spirit led his chosen 
band apart, and thus the numbers could easily be 
seen. Then all rising sang a hymn of praise and love 
to the great beneficent Giver of light, imploring His 
guidance and aid in this most solemn undertaking. 
The conference was then dissolved, and each band 
repairing to its own sphere, received further instruc- 
tions how to carry out the commands of its leader. 

All mediums are to be carefully watched and pro- 
tected from evil spirits, that their revelations and mani- 
festations may be truthful and sincere. Every stance 
or meeting for the promotion of knowledge and spiri- 
tual learning is to be attended and carefully guarded 
against the intrusion of evil. This is the most difficult 
of all, for the minds of those at the stance will attract 
^oth good and evil Let all then take heed and care- 
fully guard against doubt and scepticism while sitting 
round a table, and thereby invoking spirit manifesta- 
tions. Let them endeavour to aid us by their own 
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tliouglits and earnest desire for good alone and truth ; 
let no idle curiosity induce anyone to permit any spirit 
calling himself evil, Satan, or any other such name, to 
write. With such steady purpose of heart and will, 
evil will be defeated and driven away back to his own 
den of sin and darkness, and filth and horror. All 
light is abhorrent to the evil spirits, as typical of truth 
and Godhead, and they desire only to quench the light 
and live in darkness. 



THE BIRD. 



My dear Friend, 

I am so happy to be once more per- 
mitted to go to you and influence you. It is a long 
time since I have been with you, — I am very anxious 
to tell you how I am employed, and also of my life 
and daily existence in this land of happiness. 

Of my quitting earth I remember but little. I was 
a sickly delicate child, ever, ailing, and the threads of 
life were slender and easily snapped. Kind angels 
surrounded my bed and sung to me, beckoning me 
with smiling faces to join them. They carried me 
tenderly up to a beautiful mansion, where I was sur- 
rounded by other children, and together we received 
instruction from angels appointed to teach the young. 
Oh with what joy and gladness I drank in the sweet 
words that sounded to me like music ! Daily my 
spirit grew stronger, and imbibed large draughts of 
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knowledge. The mansion in which we dwelt was 
large, spacious, and beautiful in the extreme. Over 
the entrance gate was written in precious stones, 
" Suffer little children to come unto me." How often 
have I sat and gazed at these words, and felt such joy 
and gladness in thinking that all my happiness and 
pleasure emanated from God himself, who created and 
gave me life, and now I was in a happy glorious abode, 
prepared for me by my Father's care. Rapidly I grew, 
developed, and learned more and more eagerly ; and 
as I listened I longed to put in practice the holy les- 
sons of the day, and tried to remember each word, 
tone, and gesture of the angel while speaking. The 
angel who more especially guarded and taught me was 
a lovely fair woman, with bright golden hair. She told 
me of her own children, how she had loved them, and 
sorrowed when they passed away ; but now she re- 
joiced, for that they had but preceded her. And then 
she told us how Jesus had loved little children, and 
likened us to lambs, and told us of the good Shepherd. 
We loved so to be with her, and listen to her words of 
love. 

At length she led me forth and told me I must go 
amongst other spirits, and seek for more knowledge 
and instruction, and ever strive to rise higher ; that 
she would still continue to see me, and to be with me, 
but that others would now teach me. 

We now ascended a high hill, steeper and steeper 
grew the path : the air seemed purer, and I felt no 
weariness. I gladly climbed the path, and when a 
rock barred the way, I felt a delight in combating the 
difficulty and rising higher ^nd higher. In the extreme 
distance I perceived a bright and brilliant light, and 
pointing it out to my guardian, she said, 

" Look steadily at the light^ and you will soon per- 
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ceive the cause of those brilliant rays and the lovely 
colouring." 

Almost as she spoke, even as the sun emerges from 
a cloud at sunset, tingeing all with brilliant hues and 
gorgeous tints of purple, gold and crimson, I perceived 
a large and brilliant cross, and from it emanated colours 
like the rainbow. The angel said, 

" The brilliant white light, like the diamond, is em- 
blematic of wisdom and purity ; the crimson, of celes- 
tial love, and the blue of eternity and tenderness." 

Gradually the cross became more distinct, and I 
gazed on it with rapture. The road was now lit up 
with light, and we could see the rocks, stones, and 
uneven ground, even as on earth God's loving care 
can smooth the rugged edges and steep cliffs of 
adversity, and make all smooth and easy. We now 
perceived bright forms desceiTding the mountain, and 
coming to meet us. Soon we could hear sweet voices 
singing harmoniously, and sending forth joyous songs 
of welcome. SmiHng and laughing they came hasten- 
ing down the hill to greet and lead us up with words 
of tenderness and affection for their new brother. I 
thought of my early home on earth, and wished that 
my mother could have had a vision of her child. 
I felt that the pangs of sorrow would have been 
softened by tears of joy in the happiness of the child 
she had so loved. • Seeing my thoughts, the angel said, 

" My child, you will soon be permitted to return to 
earth to endeavour to console and comfort your mo- 
ther, and lead her thoughts from earth to heaven, 
from her temporal to her eternal home." 

With such sweet converse was the time beguiled, 
that I was surprised when we reached the mountain 
top, and how shall I even attempt to describe the 
glories of the view spread out above, below, and 
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around us ? I gazed enraptured ; floods of joy rolled 
over me and held me entranced, till a voice like a 
bell, sounding clear and sweet, said, " New-bom bro- 
ther, we greet thee with fond love and affection, and 
welcome thee to thy new home." I saw before me a 
bright angelic being — light played around him, music 
flowed forth with every word, and harmony pervaded 
his whole being ; from his head issued rays of light, and 
a crown of rich red jewels rested on his brow. His robes 
were of the richest crimson, with broad rays of white, 
and from his girdle flashed the light of precious gems. 
As I looked I perceived a cross in his hand : from 
this came the flashes of intense light that dazzled me. 
Kindly he took my hand, and leading me gently, he 
said, " To instruct you will be my greatest pleasure, 
for I perceive yours is a perceptive mind, and grateful 
will be the task to see your mind perfecting and ex- 
panding under the rays of celestial wisdom." We now 
entered a lovely garden. On all sides were fragrant 
flowers and bushes, and in the centre ran a tiny rivu- 
let, which wound in and out, and rippled over a pebbly 
bed, that carried me back in remembrance to my child- 
hood, and soothed and lulled me as I gazed upon it. 
Green and verdant foliage in part overshadowed it, 
contrasting with the gay flowers. In the distance 
I saw a stately mansion, and to this we directed our 
steps. ^ 

Joyously I continued to learn and develope, and 
eagerly did I look forward to the time when I could 
assist others, even as I had been assisted, and that I 
could seek out poor, weak, and unhappy spirits lin- 
gering on earth or in low spheres, and inspire them 
with the desire to rise and improve. As yet I feel 
I am not sufficiently developed, purified and cleansed 
from all materialism and earthly learning to teach 
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Others ; but I have the wish to learn and know the 
truth, and therefore I shall soon rise. I live in a 
very sunny genial sphere of love and affection, and 
have many friends ; we are all thirsty for wisdOm 
and knowledge of celestial truth, and all that can be 
of use to those on earth. We learn to paint, that 
through the mind and mediumship of some on earth 
lovely thoughts and ideas may be shadowed forth, and 
we hope soon to paint for you. We also learn to read 
on leaves the spirit language, and hope to be permitted 
to teach you to do so ; it is so beautiful to read in na- 
ture the messages of heavenly import and wisdom. 
The beauties of creation are more and more wondrous 
as you increase in knowledge and see them unfolded. 

Many who walk on earth are little aware of the 
beauties ever surrounding them, and to be found in 
every bud and leaf. But let all try to learn and 
acquire such wisdom ; it draws you nearer and nearer 
to the throne of the Creator, and makes you see and 
feel the influence of His spiritual nature more and 
more intensely. I read now on a leaf words to this 
effect : " Sweetness is emblematic of perfume ;" that 
means sweetness of disposition, " gentleness of tongue 
in man or woman corresponds to the soft sweet per- 
fume of a flower. The colour of a flower proceeds 
from the soil and gases around it, so do the words and 
ideas of a man cA-respond to his inner mind, and the 
soil and culture of his growth. The vigour of the 
shoots and leaves portray the strength of the plant 
and the nourishment produced by the soil ; the actions 
of a man show the effect of his thoughts and feelings 
proceeding from his mind and developement" I read 
also : " Culture is necessary to develope and improve 
the natural growth of a plant; so is a man's mind 
improved by careful culture and wise nurture." 
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The nature of men and plants assimilate, and in 
studying nature much is to be learned. You cannot 
injure the root without destro)ring the plant, withering 
the leaves and flowers, stopping the sap flowing 
through the stems and fibres. And thus also with 
man ; vitiate his mind, and the body sympathises, 
the blossoms of his thoughts are withered and dried 
up, the natural cool moisture is exchanged for burning 
lava flowing through his veins. Take the hand of a 
gentle, amiable, yet decided man, and feel his pulse ; 
take the hand of a libertine indulging every whim and 
fancy and sensual feeling. With the one the heat is 
gentle and regular ; with the other quick, throbbing, 
and irregular. As his mind works he agitates the 
pulses of his life*s blood, and saps the foundation of 
nature's house. 

The Bird. 



EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS. 



We are permitted to tell you that all that has been 
written on Passing Away is true, though mostly typical, 
imagery of things unseen, to which we will give you 
the key gradually. 

Water is emblematic of purity, cleansing, and bap- 
tism ; therefore spirits frequently speak of water, and 
of newly-born spirits passing over lakes or rivers in 
boats. This is emblematical. Boats are the means 
by which mortals or spirits are conveyed through life 
to their destiny or dwelling place. 
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Do you not traverse ocean in search of new scenes, 
or for the sake of business or pleasure while in the first 
or material state, and are not the waters oft treacherous 
and turbulent ? Are not many yearly swallowed up 
and lost in the great mighty deep ? Do not others 
traverse the sea, in soft gentle repose, and arrive safely 
and happily ? So in allegorical terms are spirits con- 
veyed over the water to their eternal resting place or 
sphere. 

Jewels also are signs and types. What is a diamond, 
a ruby, or a pearl ? Are not pieces of glass the same 
to the eye of the ignorant? What is the diamond but 
a beautiful creation valued for its rarity ? Or a ruby 1 
And what is the pearl, but the deposit or formation of 
an insect acting on the oyster, pretty to the eye, and 
valuable on account of the difficulty of attainment ? 
Remember, God created all things, and beyond the 
material world nothing is of value save for its meaning 
or symbolism. 

From God all things emanate. He created the 
world and all that therein is. From Him cometh all 
wisdom, light and knowledge ; and as the truth flashes 
from God, so do the colours scintillate, sparkle, and 
radiate from the pure diamond. Therefore do high, 
good and pure spirits wear diamonds ; not for beauty, 
ornament, or intrinsic value, but as typical of the in- 
ner mind. 

Others also wear pearls, to denote their purity and 
love of goodness and truth. Again, others ha/e sap- 
phires, denoting their love of celestial truth and ten- 
derness. We also love to make presents to each other, 
to shew our affection : there can be no value in the 
present, save as a token of love, thought, and feeling. 
We delight in using our taste in designing quaint and 
elegant devices to ornament the covers of a book, or a 
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friend's garment ; or in representing scenes of past or 
future life in the houses of friends during their ab- 
f sence. Here we use no brushes or paints, but 
I combine, and condense, and use the elements to form 
colours and produce effects. The higher spirits also 
can draw and paint, and play on many instruments, 
and they love to return to earth, and assist those who 
have receptive minds organized to receive impressions. 



Mv DEAR Friend, 

I am permitted to tell you that where 
we live all is sunshine and happiness, — ^for sunshine is 
emblematic of celestial wisdom, and he who hath celes- 
tial wisdom and holdeth it fast, is happy. 

On the spirit quitting the flesh, it assumes a form 
similar to the earthly, but not composed of flesh, blood, 

f and bone ; it is firm and substantial, yet not material, 

! and therefore can pass through material substances. 

' There can be no obstacle lo the progress of a spirit 
form, any more than to thought. A spirit is free to 
come and go wheresoever it pleaseth, even as " the 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and you know not 
whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth :" you feel 
it, yet it~cannot be seen, — still its effects are visible in 

^swaying branches and agitating leaves. So is our 
spirit influence felt, yet unseen of any eye save of those 
who have the power, or rather gift, of clairvoyance. 
They see us, while others see nothing. No obstacle im- 
pedes our progress ; we have but to will, and like the 
electric shock passing through the telegraphic wire, we 
traverse space ; but those whose minds, wishes, and 
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desires are low, grovelling, and earthy, are heavy and 
torpid, and cannot rise : these are spirits not yet 
spiritualised, and the materialism clinging to them 
weighs them down. They cannot occupy themselves, 
and hang about their earthly dwellings, and, desiring 
to communicate, often seek by noises and foolish 
means to attract attention. 

Some are aroused by these means, and thought be- 
gets action. Much then depends on those who receive 
these manifestations. If good, serious, and kind, their 
example helps to rouse the poor spirit, and to develope 
its progress ; while those who ridicule and only use 
the communications and manifestations as idle jokes 
and sport, pain and irritate the already unhappy spirit, 
and goad it on to prove its powers. Then do many 
become mad and violent, and endeavour to revenge 
the insult received by hideous noises, and throwing 
about furniture to terrify those who at first they simply 
wished to converse with. 

If people could only be induced to consider the 
manifestations as a means of conversation used by 
those who have no other, they would no longer con- 
sider it trivial and ridiculous ; many would be soothed 
by being permitted to converse, and would be sooner 
able to rise and leave earth. Remember, a clever 
child, if idle, may be long in learning a lesson, because 
his mind is not given to acquiring information, but 
wanders about to the waving trees, and the sunshine, 
and cool babbling brooks with shining pebbles and 
blue myosotis ; yet when aroused, and his attention 
fixed, the lesson is speedily learnt and the knowledge 
is drawn in. Thus do many poor dull spirits wander 
on, unthinking, npt acting, but clinging to old memories 
and old well known spots on earth ; their earthliness 
and materialism make it easier for them to take in facts 
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from those still on earth, than from the bright beings 
who seek to instruct them. They shrink from the light, 
and prefer darkness,*— wandering on wearily and drea- 
rily — some for months, some for years, some longer. 
Many, various, and innumerable are the means through 
which eventually they are roused and enlightened, and 
finally rise to greater happiness. 



ERNEST. 



You have prayed for a blessing on this writing, and I 
am permitted to communicate with you, my dearly 
loved friend, to tell you we wish you to write a book 
at our dictation, on the subject of spiritualism, in 
which we wish to describe our life since we quitted 
the material body, and also our occupations here. 

When I first left earth I scarce felt or knew that I 
was no longer in the material body. I hardly remem- 
ber anything distinctly ; all I felt was a gradual dawn- 
ing from dark to light ; and even as day steals on the 
senses, so did knowledge dawn on my mind. Ere 
long I began to feel I was no longer gross and earthly, 
or material. My body was substantial, and formed as 
on earth, yet now I rose or descended at will, and felt 
no longer subject to the laws of gravitation and attrac- 
tion, by which my body had been controlled while on 
earth. I was also clothed in garments of a soft and 
delicate texture, unlike any I had eygr seen on earth. 
The colour was a soft tint of blue. The robe floated 
around me, and was confined at the waist by a girdle ; 
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my hair also, which on earth was short, according to 
custom in England, was now long, and flowing in 
curls behind. 

After a time I distinguished objects different from any 
I had ever seen, and also other beings like myself and 
similarly clad. They advanced and commenced sing- 
ing. Their voices sounded sweet and clear; but I 
could not distinguish any words. I was able to see, 
but no*^ to think or speak. Gradually all around be- 
came lighter and brighter, and I felt more keenly. 
The sun seemed to rise and flow into my mind, ideas 
began at first dimly, but by degrees more clearly, to 
form themselves in my brain. I remembered my death 
bed, and how I seemed to pass away from earth and 
life, and yet to live. I could not yet clearly under- 
stand ; but as I looked and wondered, a brightly 
beautiful form stood before me, and smilingly took my 
hand. I obeyed mechanically, since I had no wish 
or force to resist 

The angel led me on, and as we moved seemed to 
shed a radiance around. All objects became clearer, 
and I gradually, sofdy, and by degrees felt more 
vividly and understood more clearly that I had quitted 
earth and was now apparently in a new world, for I 
saw none of the objects that formerly surrounded me. 
I missed all my friends : no familiar face met my gaze. 
We passed swiftly along, yet I was not conscious of 
any motion ; my feet did not move as on earth, we 
rather seemed to float or glide, as clouds on a summer 
evening. 

My guide at length spoke to me in a soft and gentle 
voice, and looking at me with clear, steadfast eyes, 
said, " You areyow a spirit, divested of your mortal 
frame, and as such will see and understand more 
clearly the beauty and grandeur and power of God, 
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the Almighty Creator. I am appointed to be your 
instructor, to teach you and guide you and conduct 
you to your appointed resting-place. The purer you 
are, the more you look up to God rather than back 
again to earth, the more rapidly you will rise, deve- 
lope, and understand. Remember God is love, power, 
and truth combined. Let no doubt fill your heart ; 
pray to be wise and good, and light will be sent you." 
As he spoke it seemed that a ray of bright and bril* 
liant light shone upon us, and as it penetrated through 
my body and irradiated my mind, I seemed to com* 
prehend more vividly and to wish to pray. Language 
such as is used on earth is too faint to exi)ress the 
rapture that filled my heart and lit up my understand- 
ing. I thought I now indeed felt and knew I had 
a God, a Father, a Creator, and a Redeemer. I 
fell on my knees, and burying my face in the gar* 
ments of my instructor, I sbbbed in joy and grati- 
tude to the Almighty Creator of my being. Words 
seemed suddenly to well up from my heart, and I 
prayed as I had never before prayed* I thanked 
the great Universal Being that He had given me 
life, and made me first a man on earth, and now a 
spirit in the land in which I felt it had pleased Him 
to place me. I earnestly pleaded for instruction to 
know more clearly the divine will and pleasure, that I 
might diligently pursue my new career. The angel at 
my side after a while spoke again and said, " I will 
now conduct you to your home. According to the 
tone of your former life, so will it seem to you bright 
or gloomy. All your past life will be therein reflected ; 
remember with contrition all your past errors, and 
seek in future through the aid of Goa$ to amend your 
faults and to improve your mind." 

5 
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" On earth you were material, and the body often 
weighed down the spirit; now you are all spiritual. 
You will feel more acutely, enjoy more intensely, and 
suffer far more vividly, because all is mental. Nothing 
of earth remains, save the love and affection you still 
bear to those on earth : beware lest that affection draw 
you back and lead you to regret earth. Look up ; 
look forward. Pray steadfastly for aid and help ; tjy 
to learn and improve, and you will soon rise ; and as 
you ascend so will your faculties develope and your 
happiness increase." 

Whilst thus conversing he led me through fine forests 
of magnificent trees and by streams of clear sparkling 
water, to a distant land. As we approached the 
objects seemed so familiar to my gaze I could scarcely 
credit I was no longer a denizen of earth. The angel 
smiled and said, " I read your thoughts. Here speech 
is unnecessary ; we perceive and understand, without 
articulation. You are again bewildered, and scarce 
know if you are a mortal or a spirit ; for you seem to 
see again the home of your youth, the trees and hills, 
the very house itself, So will it ever be when you 
think of your earthly home ; you will see it according 
to your recollection. When you look upward and 
long for a heavenly abode, the appearance will again 
change, and be far more beautiful. All suffering, all 
joy is mental. Never forget this, your first lesson : 
let it enter into the portals of your mind and dwell 
there, as it were graven on stone.'* Saying this, the 
angel left me, seeming to recede from my vision. 
All became dim and confused. I remember no more 
distinctly. Hands seemed to guide and impel me for- 
ward, forms su#ounded me, and I sank to rest lulled 
by sweet sounds of hymns of praise. I tried to join, 
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but sleep overcame me, and for a time all was for- 
gotten. 

When I awoke, I could scarcely at first remember 
what had occurred, yet gradually all became clear. As 
1 gazed around I beheld a comfortable room, different 
in some respects from anything I had ever seen. All 
seemed solid, yet transparent On the walls were 
depicted scenes of my past life. From some I turned 
with horror; from others witli a burning shame. A 
voice low and sweet said, " This is your punishment 
and your purification. You must earnestly and truly 
repent, and feel grateful to the great Spirit of Good, 
who thus permit(^ you to amend your life." 

** But why am I thus reminded of what I would fain 
forget? Why should long forgotten scenes rise up 
thus, to reproach me ?'* said I, fretfully. 

" My son, question not God's will, but meekly bow 
thereto. The constant sight and recollection of that 
which you desire to forget is the punishment thereof, 
and the means used to purify your mind. As your 
horror and disgust increase for that which you once 
loved, the pictures will become dim, and fade away. 
It is but the reflection of your own mind. As you 
become pure in thought, so will the pictures on the 
wall become beautiful Farewell, my son." 



Again did my guardian appear to me, and with him 
several attendant spirits, bearing with them trays of 
delicious fruit and bread and cakes, .goblets also, of 
varied hues and shapes, beauteous to behold. In 
some were wine, in others milk and delicious odorous 
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drinks of varied kinds. They pressed me to partake^ 
and gladly I for the first time tasted spiritual food. 

It was unlike any of which I had ever partaken on 
earth — -exquisite in flavour and also in perfume. I 
seemed to grow strong while eating, and to feci better 
able to comprehend that I was really a spirit, and 
severed from earth. When I was satisfied, I arose 
and followed my guardian. We first proceeded up a 
steep hill, and thence we had a splendid view of the 
surrounding country. Everywhere there seemed plenty* 
Fruit trees grew in rich abundance, l oyelv^-ca ttle grazed 
in meadows where the rippling stream glowed like dia- 
monds, and fish darted hither and thi4her, glittering in 
the sunshine. I also perceived horses, and turning to 
my instructor, said : " On earth we thou^^t that in 
heaven there were no animals, yet here I »ee many." 
He smiled and said : '' All that are good and useful 
will you find here. In the lower spheres are the infe- 
rior and degraded animals; horses are symbolic of 
intelligence, and therefore only to be found in the 
higher spheres." Saying this he held out his hand, 
and looked towards some lovgl^Jiorses grazing near ; 
they instantly approached, gently and without fear. 
While caressing them he said, " Shortly you will be 
permitted to have horses of your own." Delighted I 
exclaimed^ " I always loved animals ; but how, where 
shall I procure them V The angel smiled and said, 
" You forget, my son, here all things are the gift of 
God. According to your mind, so will be your ves- 
ture ; according to your upward progress will be all 
the accessories of your happiness and enjoyment. 
Here nothing is of value for itself, but as types and 
meanings of the inner spirit Everything will be 
given you as you merit it; mansion, clothing, food. 
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horses, all are gifts of grace and love, and for all must 
you thank the great beneficent Giver of happiness." 

We now entered a narrow valley, where the light 
seemed to decrease, and the path became more steep 
and broken as' we advanced. Soon we heard cries 
and lamentations. My guardian turned to me and 
said, ''Space with us is nothing; time is unknown. 
' We have now traversed many leagues, and yet you are 
untired. Cling fast to me, for now we must enter on 
scenes of woe and sorrow. You will be pained, and 
perhaps terrified ; yet fear not, it is for your good and 
for your further developemenL Sold fast ; let nothing 
induce you to leave me, if but for an instant ; remem- 
ber, obedience is necessary, also confidence in your 
guardian." I took his hand and prayed that I might 
be given strength to hear all, to see all, and come out 
unscathed. While I prayed, light played around us 
and descended from above. "Light, my son," he 
said, " is symbolic of God and true wisdom : whenever 
you pray you will attract rays of celestial light" We 
now reached a sort of hovel, and here the sounds of 
misery became more distinct Entering in, we saw a 
half-naked woman with a decrepit old man. He was 
screaming and struggling and tearing hb clothes. On 
seeing us he stopped and cowered down ; the woman 
also closed her eyes, for the light seemed to hurt her. 

The old man shrieked out, " Come not near me ; 
you pain me — I want yon not! Where are all my 
friends and companions? Here all mock me, and 
this she-devil drives me to distraction. Take her 
away ; she ruined me on earth, and here she drags me 
down. Away with you all !" Saying this, he attempted 
to spring up ; but she clung to him convulsively, and 
screamed in hoarse and broken tones, " You ruined 
me body and soul in life on earth, and here you shall 
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not leave me ; daily and hourly will I be your curse." 
On this the angel advanced and said, **Has no 
penitence for past errors then, entered either of your 
hearts] Does the sin that bound you together on 
earth still attract you here V* " No, no !" shrieked the 
man, " I loathe her." " Tis false," said the woman, 
** I would have left him ; but he prayed me to remain. 
Alone I felt I could repent and ask to be forgiven ; 
with him all good is sealed to me. He was my ruin 
upon earth, and even here he draws me back and 
makes me wish for earth again. He reminds me of 
our past love, and my heart still fondly clings to the 
old memory ; yet when I look upon him I turn from 
him with disgust and horror. Save me, oh save me !'* 
and springing up, she endeavoured to seize the gar- 
ment of my guardian angel, but was unable; an unseen 
power prevented her, and held her back. Gently and 
sorrowfully the angel gazed and said, " Lift up your 
voice in prayer to God ; remember our Saviour looked 
with pity on Mary Magdalene, and said, * Woman, thy 
sins are forgiven thee.' " Breathlessly, the woman lis- 
tened, and with heaving breast and distended eyes 
she gazed, then falling on her knees, she cried, ** Oh 
Father, I have sinned, yet forgive and raise me up ; 
my punishment seems harder than I can bear. Sa- 
viour, who died that I might live, have compassion on 
my misery !" As she uttered these words rapidly, and 
with increasing animation, her face was lit up. From 
a hideous, loathsome, disgusting woman, she became 
gradually comely, and I perceived that she must have 
been beautiful. The old man cowered down, and 
appeared writhing in agony ; but she heeded him not, 
and poured forth earnest supplications for mercy and 
help to repent and amend. 
Gradually the light increased around us, save where 
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the old man crouched. All was dark in that portion 
of the hovel ; he seemed to be enveloped in a cloud, 
and to recede from my view. As the woman prayed 
and wept and looked up more and more hopefully, a 
light descended upon her, and she exclaimed, *' I see 
the cross ! My God has heard my prayers ; look, 
look, the cross on which our Saviour suffered !" I 
turned, and looking upwards, beheld a beaming cross, 
from which rays of light descended, and an angel 
holding it He said, " Woman, thy prayers are heard, 
and I am sent to aid thee; gaze steadfastly on the 
emblem of your salvation, and rise and follow me." 
She essayed to do so, but some influence appeared to 
hold her back. She struggled hard, and never removed 
her eyes from the cross. Suddenly she exclaimed, 
" * Asic, and ye shall receive.' Lord, help me !" As 
she uttered these words other bright spirits surrounded 
her, and she was lifted up. We saw her rise gradually; 
and as she did so the words came clearly to me, even 
as a bell, " Woman, thy faith hath made thee whole." 
When I could no longer perceive her I turned to look 
for the old man ; but all was dark — an intolerable 
stench filled the air and pervaded the hovel. 

I turned to my guardian, and saw sorrow depicted 
on his face. '* Cannot something be done for him ]" I 
said. *'Not yet, my son ; he has rejected the light sent 
him, and sunk deeper down into the abyss of sin and 
misery ; are you strong enough to look therein ?" " In 
God's mercy, and under his protection I fear no evil," 
and saying thus, I clasped my guardian's hand more 
securely. 

We now seemed to descend, all became dark as 
pitch ; horrible sounds filled the air, imprecations and 
strife and curses sounded loud and fierce. We 
paused, and as I looked I perceived, dimfy at first, but 
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gradually more distinctly, disgusting objects clothed 
in rags and filth, disputing and fighting. 

They did not seem at first aware of our presence, 
and disputed amongst themselves for toys and baubles, 
using foul oaths and obscene language. " These," said 
my guardian, "were adulterers upon earth, who seduced 
and led astray silly women, and they are still unrepent- 
ant : they suffer, but they will not pray for aid ; they 
think they cannot be saved, and will not believe that 
prayer can be heard or will avail." " How then was 
it," I said, " that you were permitted to come to that 
woman?" "She was more sinned against than sinning; 
she loved that man, and for him forsook all: yet in the 
very depth of lier misery, from time to time she prayed 
to be forgiven, and even prayed for him, her seducer. 

" God hears all pmyers, my son, even though those 
who offer them up may not perceive the aid sent 
From time to time her guardian angel essayed to wean 
her from her love, and the earthly material affection 
that bound her to that man, but in vain. To-day she 
cried to God to save her, and I was permitted to come 
with others. You have seen the result : ilrod has had 
compassion on her misery and heard her prayers for 
help, and He has graciously permitted her to rise. 
She has at length realised the justness of her punish- 
ment and repented of her sin and wished to amend ; 
now she will be in a higher sphere, where we will 
again visit her shortly." As he said this there seemed 
to be a commotion among the dark beings around u& 
They appeared uneasy and uncomfortable, as if con- 
scious of our presence. One of them suddenly darted 
forward and essayed to lay hold of my garment, 
making hideous faces and cursing horribly. Gradually 
the others became aware of our vicinity, and all set 
up a din, in the midst of which my senses nearly for- 
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sook me ; but holding fast by my guardian, I thought 
on the words of our Saviour, " I will not leave you 
comfortless ; I will come to you," and I felt stronger. 
It filled my heart with pure and unalloyed joy, and 
gave strength to my limbs. Presently a tall dark spirit 
advanced and said, "Wherefore are you here? To 
mock us? We want you not. Or is he (pointing to 
me) come to join us? If so, let him cast off that 
hideous robe and put on one like ours." Saying this, 
another spirit brought a filthy tattered garment and 
held it towards me, snatching at mine as though he 
would rend it from me. " Beware," said my guardian, 
you are not permitted to touch him !" " Then let him 
hence," said the tallest, "we want him not; we are 
happy here, and wish for no strangers." As he said 
this he seemed to writhe with pain, and I perceived 
that the rays of light emstnating from the garments of 
the angel seemed to pain him. " I am king here," he 
passionately exclaimed, " and bid you begone in hell's 
name !" As he uttered this, loud thunder was heard, ^ 
and vivid lightning played around him. It appeared 
to me as if fire ascended, and the place where we 
stood trembled. The dark spirits rushed at each 
other and rent each others clothes, and seemed quite 
mad. 

The spirit of the old man suddenly appeared 
amongst them, and with horror and dismay. he gazed 
around him. " These," said a clear and distinct voice, 
" are your proper associates and companions, vile de- 
graded minds like your own. The woman has been 
removed from you for ever. You will never meet 
again ; but here you will find congenial associates of 
guilt and infamy, until you repent and pray for aid." 
At the word prayer they all howled, partly in pain and 
partly in derision. The old man seemed stricken with 
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terror ; yet he hardened his heart, like Pharaoh, and I 
could see that he grew darker and more loathsome 
every moment. Turning to the angel, I prayed him 
to depart, for I felt weary and faint-hearted. The evil 
spirits felt this, and surrounding me they said, " Rend 
off his sheeps'-clothing ; give him to us. Here he will 
be happy ; we will give him all the joys of earth inten- 
sified." Saying these words, he attempted to seize my 
hand ; but falling on my knees I exclaimed, " Lord, I 
believe; help Thou mine unbelief!" A bright and 
brilliant ray, very different from the lightning, pierced 
through the darkness and fell upon me ; the dark 
forms receded howling and leaping, as if molten fire 
had scorched them. 

" Rise up, my son,*' said a gentle voice, " your les- 
son is ended for to-day ; never forget it. Thus do the 
wicked suffer, and thus do the hardened and impeni- 
tent remain in darkness and despair." While saying 
this we rapidly rose, and as the air became purer, so 
did I breathe more freely. 

We soon reached my home, where kind faces wel- 
comed and cheered me, and having partaken of some 
refreshment, left me to repose. 



THE S 



Dear Friend, 

I feel very happy in being permitted to 
come and write for you. 

I knew you on earth, and hope soon to tell you my 
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name. I am not in a very high sphere, but hope to 
be raised. I am now in the seventh division of the 
first sphere, and am happy. 

At first when I passed away all was dark and dreary. 
I thought that I had not lived up to the light given me 
on earth, that God would punish me, and I feared to 
pray. I dreaded, I scarce knew what, and looked 
anxiously around for heaven or hell ; but I could not 
see anything answering to our earthly ideas of either. 
I seemed to be still on earth, yet unable to communi- 
cate with any one. I felt isolated and alone. I saw 
my body laid out and placed in a coffin ; I even at- 
tended my own funeral, but was unable to leave earth, 
being bound by invisible links to my own body. I 
wished to go away, but could not. I was bewildered 
and miserable, and saw other forms like myself gliding 
about, yet could not address them. 

At last a spirit (for I could peteceive the difference 
between material and spiritual forms,) approached, 
and looking kindly at me, asked, why I appeared so 
wretched ? I replied, that I wished to leave earth, 
and go to heaven. The kind spirit took my hand and 
guided me to a group of bright forms, who opened to 
receive me in their midst Looking kindly on me, an 
elderly man addressed me. He asked whether I really 
desired to leave earth 1 I replied in the affirmative. 
He enquired if any ties still attracted me there ? I 
felt confused, and said, I was not aware of any. He 
then asked me, why I did not look upwards, and think 
of God, and desire to be nearer celestial wisdom ? I 
answered, " I feared God, I knew Him to be a just 
God, weighing our words and actions, and I was afraid 
to approach His presence, and rather desired to flee 
far away." The spirit looked pained, and said, " Do 
you then forget all God's kindness to you, wherefore 
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do you dread his wrath ? I replied, " On earth I only 
sought for pleasure, happiness, self-gratification and 
worldly advancement I did not seek after God's 
glory, — ^yet I did not wilfully sin or offend, and was 
grieved whenever I felt I had done wrong." He then 
said, " Have you never prayed, or looked up to the 
Great Universal Creator of your being, since you quit- 
ted your earthly form and condition 1" " I do not 
remember having done so," I replied, " but I would 
gladly join in, or listen to some prayer." 

While thus speaking, I perceived rays of light, which 
gradually became more vivid and defined. At length 
I saw an angelic form standing near me ; from his 
person emanated light : and gladness filled my heart. 
I held out my hands and eagerly advanced towards 
him, " My child," he said, " I am your guardian 
angel, you are now aware of your condition, namely, 
that your spirit has quitted the mortal tenement. If 
you desire to rise, you have but to think of God, and 
earnestly will to perceive and understand his heavenly 
wisdom and decrees." 

Whilst these words fell on my ears, an inner sense 
became, as it were, opened, and I gradually compre- 
hended the beauty and harmony of the idea, and 
turning to him, I said, " Teach me how to pray, and 
instruct me in celestial wisdom ; I am anxious to 
learn, but I can scarcely yet see or understand — are 
we now in heaven or upon earth ?" Kindly he took 
my hand, and we ascended slowly and painfully, for I 
felt heavy and weighed down. Yet as we rose I de- 
sired more and more to ascend ; my ideas became 
clearer, and I breathed more freely. 

We now reached a lovely garden, and I saw other 
forms like my own moving about ; the group also that 
had so kindly received me, and amidst them the spirit 
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who had spoken to itie, and who at first I had thought 
an old man, yet now I looked again he seemed younger. 
Greeting me cordially, he said, " This is your home for 
the present. We are all glad to welcome you. We 
perceive that you will soon rise, and that you are eager 
for instruction. We will daily meet and assist you to 
develope ; for the present let us conduct you to your 
home.'' 1 looked round, and beheld a neat cottage, 
surrounded by trees. In the distance there were high 
hills, and in front ran a tiny tattling brook, in which 
children bathed their feet and gaily pursued each other. 
Following my conductor, we entered the cottage, and 
I saw a comfortable, well arranged apartment. On 
the centre table were fruits of various kinds, cakes, 
and wine. He pressed me to partake, and said they 
had derived much satisfaction from the preparation for 
my reception. 

All I saw and heard surprised me, for as yet my 
earthly ideas clung around me. I could not under^ 
stand that I was in heaven, and yet I knew I was no 
longer upon earth. Why should I require food or 
clothes or mansion ? Seeing these ideas in my mind, 
my friends smiled and said, "You have thought and 
wondered enough for to-day — we will now leave you 
for repose ; yet before doing so we will sing a hymn 
of praise and thanksgiving, and thank God for our 
new brother, ^om we feel to love already, and hope 
speedily to cheer and comfort." A strain of exquisite 
melody now arose and floated around and filled the 
air. As I gazed entranced I beheld a soft roseate 
cloud floating over their heads, and I sank into a 
sweet and peaceful slumber. 

After this period I soon realized my situation more 
clearly, and daily prayed for wisdom and understanding 
to profit by the instructions I received. Oh, how I 
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loved to listen to each word that fell from my guardian 
angel's lips ; each word was like music, and precious 
to me as jewels upon earth. 

I now rapidly progressed, and shook off the gross- 
ness that at first clogged my mind and bound me 
down to earth. " Excelsior" was ever in my thoughts, 
divine love filled my heart, and I felt anxious for the 
time when I also should be permitted to help others. 
I remembered my sorrow and loneliness, and longed 
to assist others to rise, to tell them to look up, to 
cheer and raise their hopes and fill their minds with 
thoughts of God and love, and not with fear of punish- 
ment. 

My guardian angel gave me many tokens of love 
and affection ; amongst others a book which I prized 
more than anything; It was the Word — the Gospels 
— ^the beauty and harmony of which I had never per- 
ceived fully on earth. Each word was now fraught 
with hidden beauties and meanings. As I read, light 
ever seemed to descend upon me and played around 
me. My mind was filled with happiness and love. I 
now felt the full privilege of prayer, the enjoyment 
and perfection of truth, the wisdom and grace of all 
God's arrangements. Never upon earth had I been 
able to perceive the beauty or truth of any religion as 
taught by man; now my heart was filled with love 
and gratitude, daily I looked up more and more, desi- 
rous to rise and to be nearer God, whom I had so 
feared, and whose light now dawned upon my mind. 

After a time, the space of which I am unable to 
define, I again rose : the earnest desire of my whole 
mind being to develope and rise, assisted my progress. 
My guardian angel, taking my hand, joyfully told me 
1 might now ascend to a yet higher sphere. Here I 
found other companions, who kindly welcomed me to 
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a more beautiful mansion and garden. The flowers 
were more brilliant, their perfume more delicious, and 
the trees and shrubs more luxuriant. The mansion in 
which I now dwelt was more spacious, and I could 
entertain and receive my friends therein. We often 
met together, and endeavoured in sweet converse to 
instruct one another by imparting all the knowledge 
we had each separately attained. Sometimes one of 
our guardian angels would invite us to a feast of wis- 
dom. We then met in a spacious temple, the walls of 
which were of crystal, pure and transparent, emble- 
matic of the purity of heavenly wisdom and truth, the 
dome was of pure gold, and the pillars that supported 
it. The pavement was white, with a pattern in crimson 
upon it Our seats were around the building. In the 
centre was a slightly raised platform, on which our 
instructors stood when they imparted knowledge to us. 
Ever and anon while they spoke light played above 
and around them. Roseate clouds filled the edifice, 
and from time to time words of divine love and wis- 
dom would appear, as if written in letters of fire, around 
the building. 

We usually commenced our meeting with prayer to 
the Almighty and great Universal Being from whom 
all wisdom and knowledge emanates, that He would 
bless us, and send down upon us of His wisdom and 
understanding, that our minds might be opened and 
our hearts filled with joy. Often while we thus prayed 
for a blessing an angel would be sent, whose presence 
would fill the whole building with light, causing us joy 
unspeakable. At the conclusion of the meeting we 
usually sang a hymn of thanksgiving, and often would 
we hear celestial music from the highest spheres join- 
ing us, and as it were giving us encouragement to 
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progress, and to ever think of rising nearer and nearer 
to the throne of grace and celestial wisdom. 

Sometimes our guardian angels would tell us to 
write our ideas on progress, or celestial truth, or on 
any subject upon which they wished to try our under- 
standing. We then wrote themes and delivered them. 
For the best composition prizes would be given, which 
we valued much, as a gift of love. Amongst us there 
was no jealousy or evil feeling, such as upon earth too 
often disturbs the hearts of men i with us all is love 
and harmony. Though we each sought and strove to 
the best of our ability to gain the prize, we rejoiced in 
each other's success. One day I received a rich 
casket. It was composed and cut out of one large 
ruby. Oh, it was so lovely! Inside was a shining 
cross, from which emanated rays and sparkles of light. 
This I joyously hung round my neck from a chain, 
the gift of a friend, and much did I prize the gift, the 
precious type and emblem of my salvation. The 
sparkle of light ever reminded me of heavenly light, or 
rather I should say celestial, for all is heavenly around 
us in our spirit land or home. 

I long now to be permitted to return to earth with 
messages of love, wisdom, and instruction, for those 
whom I knew and loved, whose minds are still clogged 
and overcharged with human forms and words. Daily 
do I pray that I may be enabled to make them hear 
me and see the truth. Often I see my spirit friends 
return wearily from earth, having failed in finding a 
receptive mind,— having been unable to bend or sway 
the mind of the person they so earnestly desired might 
see the truth unfettered and unshackled by earthly 
doctrines. 

Others again I see returning with radiant happy 
faces. We know from afar when their earthly mission 
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has succeeded, — light shines from their persons and 
garments, and joyous songs of praise issue from their 
lips. Many a day we sat beneath a large and shady 
tree, listening eagerly to accounts from earth of those 
who are progressing in wisdom, purity and knowledge. 

I am acquainted with many of your spirit friends : 
they anxiously listen for accounts of your develop- 
ment, and earnestly pray for your further progress. 
Nothing is unnoticed, — by this I do not mean that 
your every thought and action is repeated, or com- 
mented upon, — but every leaf that unfolds in your 
mind of spiritual wisdom and knowledge is known to 
us ; we read thereon with pleasure and joy, and when 
we see a leaf fold up and wither, deep sorrow fills our 
hearts, and prayers arise from our inmost souls and 
spirits for aid that you may be helped. 

Dear friend, farewell. 



THE VIOLET. 

My dear Friend, 

I am so happy and rejoiced to be permitted 
to write for you, and to tell you all I can remember 
clearly of my passing away. I can perfectly recall my 
last few hours on earth. 

I had suffered severely ; but at the last moment all 
pain left me, and I felt deliciously quiet and peaceful. 
I saw the angels enter. I perceived three tall and 
majestic figures, and again others bearing baskets of 
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flowers and incense, which they strewed about the 
room. Sweet music sounded from above, and filled 
the air around me. The three angels advanced and 
placed themselves one at the head of my bed, and one 
on each side ; around them I perceived a group of 
others less bright, yet sweet, kind, and gentle looking. 

Gradually a cloud rested over me, and my eyes 
closed. All for a time became dim and indistinct ; 
yet I felt a floating undulating motion, and at length I 
was free. On looking down I perceived my body 
resting on the bed, while I seemed suspended in mid 
air. Louder and louder sounded the sweet voices, as 
I floated higher and higher, one angel supporting my 
head, and the others my body and feet, for I was still 
faint and dizzy. 

As we rose the light increased, and I beheld scenes 
of loveliness and beauty far beyond all I had ever pic- 
tured to myself. At length we rested, and I gazed 
around. On all sides I perceived flowers and shrubs 
of varied hues and tints, and inhaled the most delicious 
perfumes. I perceived that I was reclining on a mossy 
bank of a soft and verdant hue, and that lovely little 
blue flowers starred it as stars in the summer evening 
sky ; beautiful alleys and paths led in all directions ; 
some large trees in the distance looked like a forest ; 
and in the dim horizon I perceived high mountains. 
Joy and surprise for a while kept me silent. At length 
I enquired, " Kind friends, whither have you brought 
me ]" An angel seated by my side replied, " Dear 
child, this is your future dwelling-place, and we call it 
Summer-land. Here there is no rain or cold ; all is 
soft and genial. Flowers spring up untended, emblems 
of peace, happiness, and harmony. When you feel 
rested we will proceed to your new home, prepared for 
you by your heavenly Father's care." I arose, and 
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though faint and weak, I felt too eager to proceed to 
linger longer. Tenderly supporting me, the two angels 
led me by a cool shady path to a large and lovely 
mansion. There was a portico, with columns in front, 
and long corridors on either side. Over the portico I 
perceived a shining cross in gold, and written in pre- 
cious stones were these words, "Come unto me all 
ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.'* 
Through this portico we entered, and were received 
by many smiling faces, who tenderly greeted their new 
sister. Passing up a large and broad flight of steps, 
we passed thrc»ugh a long gallery, and entered a cool, 
bright, cheerful room, all hung in spotless white, 
where they laid me on a couch, and bidding me not 
attempt to speak, they fanned me until sleep closed 
my eyes and rested my brain. 

When I awoke I perceived a gentle kind friend 
seated near me. Her eyes were of the deepest blue, 
and her long hair curled around her and fell in a pro- 
fusion of fair shining masses to her waist; her dress 
was of a soft, gauze-like texture, bordered with blue, 
confined at the waist with a golden band, and one 
large single pearl ; a circlet of gold also bound her 
hair, and in the centre shone a large ruby. Behind 
her ears I perceived a spray of rubies like a leaf, her 
dress flowed to her feet in graceful folds, ;ind open 
sleeves disclosed her lovely white rounded arms, her 
hands were folded together, and her attitude betokened 
a gentle patient mind. A smile of exquisite sweetness 
lighted up her countenance on perceiving that I was 
awake, and taking my hand she spoke in soft, low 
accents, each word sounding loud and clear as a bell. 

" Welcome, sweet blossom,** she said, " to thy celes- 
tial home ; here will the flower of thy new spiritual 
mind expand and develope under the sun. of God's 
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blessing. Here, dear child, will you be taught and 
instructed with care and affection, and here will you 
form acquaintance with many friends, who are all eager 
to welcome you, and to greet their new sister. As you 
lay on the mossy bank, we all thought you looked like 
a timid gentle violet, and such shall be your spirit- 
name, dear friend, if you desire we should so call 
you." 

We then entered upon a course of instruction. The 
class was formed of about fifty girls of different ages, 
and twelve high and holy angels came each day to 
teach us. The first day it struck me how singularly 
1 we all resembled one another — we were dressed alike, 
but this did not account for the faces and expressions 
being so similar. My guardian explained this by telling 
me that our minds being harmonious and well attuned, 
we were all drawn and united together, and this pro- 
duced a similar and harmonious expression of coun- 
tenance, such as is, at times, perceived in families on 
earth. We were all clad in loose white flowing robes, 
and had golden circlets studded with pearls to confine 
our hair, and pearis also around our waists and wrists. 
Sometimes we visited a similar mansion where all were 
clad in blue, and instructed in the same manner ; yet 
it struck me there was more affection and tenderness 
among them, and less purity of mind. 

I asked my guardian to explain this to me, and she 
told me the difference consisted in the fact that all the 
spirits clad in blue, in the other sphere and mansion 
r. of learning, had known affection and love on earth, 
' whereas in the mansion in which I dwelt we had never 

known any affection, except that of our parents and fa- 
milies, — that therefore we were more undeveloped, but 
had less clinging to earth and no human ties. Those 
who had loved on earth and realized human affection, 
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were more advanced in mind and decided in character, 
but the tie often held them down, and attracted- them 
back to earth : thus retarding in some degree their rise 
and progress. 

On our next visit of affection to our friends, looking 
attentively at them, I perceived that the light emanat- 
ing from them was far more inteqse than that radiating 
from those of my own associates, and among many I 
also perceived the light to be tinted with roseate hues, 
whilst amongst us it was ever clear and pale like the 
stars. 

In the discussions that arose, and where we alter- 
nately pleaded or argued our thoughts and ideas, I 
also perceived that in all our discourses among our 
friends those robed in blue expressed themselves with 
greater force of feeling and tenderness, but at times 
less lucidly and to the point than we did. I felt great 
interest in thus watching and detecting all the shades 
of difference, and endeavoured to perceive the perfec- 
tions of each, and to profit thereby. 

Again we were taken to see and make acquaintance 
with a third mansion, where all were clad in pink, and 
here we found little infants growing up. The youthful 
spirits in this mansion, I was told, were infants whose 
tender frames could not contain the divine essence of 
life, and withered away prematurely. Our new friends 
were youthful mothers whose tender lives had ebbed 
away in bringing forth new spirits into the world. 
Their greatest joy and happiness consists in teaching 
and instructing these infants, and watching them de- 
velope. 

We met one day in the garden, and sitting beneath ; 
the shade of a large umbrageous oak : we took council . 
together, and then proceeded to earth to search for 
those who were afflicted. Soon we bebeld the spirit 
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of a woman dressed in tattered garments, and her hair 
dishevelled. She had evident traces of beauty, yet 
she looked so discontented and sullen, that we almost 
feared to approach her. After a time the eldest of the 
band spoke to her in soft gentle accents : 

" Sister, why dost thou look so sorrowful, can we not 
offer comfort to thy tearful heart ?" 

The woman seemed surprised, and looked wildly at 
us. 

" Who are you, and what do you want ?*' she said, 
in a harsh discordant tone. 

" To heal the wounded, cheer the sick, and comfort 
the distressed." 

She looked surprised. " But you know me not,*' she 
replied, " Wherefore do you feel interested in one so 
wretched ?" 

" Because we love all, and seek to imitate our blessed 
Lord on earth, and to comfort, help, and aid all who 
are afflicted." 

She laughed wildlv, and said, " Are you saints ?" 

The spirit named Eth^linda looked pained, yet ap- 
proached nearer, took her hand, and softly said — 

" I come in earnest and in truth from my own happy 
home to look for those who are in need of aid. Will 
you not tell me the cause of your sorrow, and let me 
help you to rise ?" 

The woman seemed touched, and gravely said, 

" Since I died I have not heard a kind word, I have 
been endeavouring to make those who said they loved 
me on earth, hear me and feel my presence. But they 
are deaf to my voice, and those who seemed to grieve 
over my leaving them, appear now to have utterly for- 
gotten my former existence. It saddens me to see 
them pursuing the same life we led, and to be unable 
to enter into their daily pursuits. I used to sing and 
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to be admired of all hearers ; now I cannot make my- 
self audible, and I see others reigning in my place. 
He who swore he loved me to distraction, and said he 
could never be happy with another, is now 'swearing 
the same vows to one whom I hated when on earth. 
I cannot make him hear me or see me, yet I cannot 
leave them ; there is an attraction, while still the sight 
of their love and affection is hateful lo me." 

" Wherefore did you love him,'* asked Ethelinda, 
" was it for his kind heart and goodness ?" 

The woman laughed scornfully, and exclaimed pas- 
sionately — 

** No ! but for his gold and position !" 

" Would they avail now ?" gently said Ethel. 

The woman looked surprised, and paused ere she 
replied, 

** Gold has no use or value here. They tell me 
there is no difference between rich and poor where I 
am now; where is it ? Surely this is neither heaven 
nor hell ; I have not had time to think yet." She 
sighed and Icoked around. " I have been watching 
him, and longing to return to earth to upbraid him — it 
was cruel of death to come and rob me of beauty, 
power, and strength. I was loved and admired : I did 
no harm, and was veiy happy. I did not want to die; 
I wished to live !" 

"Wherefore," rejoined Ethelinda, "would you return 
to earth-life again i Do you love the man whose gold 
alone you prized, and do you envy your fancied rival 
so worthless a possession ?" 

She paused, and the woman looked earnestly at her, 
and said, 

" What can I do ? Here all is so strange to me ; I 
am weary of doing nothing, and am sad and lonely. I 
did not know where to go or how to rise, and wandered 
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on and on and found no happiness. I therefore re- 
turned to where I once lived so happily." 

" If then," rejoined Ethelinda, " you no longer feel 
any attachment to the man, — that you clearly see his 
faults, and know that his gold can no longer be of ser- 
vice to you, why do you not seek rather to leave so 
painful a sight : seek for friends, and endeavour to be 
of use to others. You have found no happiness in 
idleness, — are you willing to exert yourself to aid 
others '?" 

The woman seemed scarcely able to comprehend, 
and frequently passed her hand across her brow. At 
lenglh she said, 

*' Tell me who you are, and who are those bright 
fomis standing round ?" 

" We are spirits come from a high and happy sphere, 
anxious to help others to rise. Listen to our counsel, 
and then pray steadfastly and fervently for aid to pro- 
gress. Remember the Saviour's words, * Come unto 
me all ye that labour, and I will give you rest' " 

A bright and splendid light now surrounded us, 
making the poor woman's rags more evident She 
blushed, and looked confused : yet after awhile said 
gently, 

*• Teach me how to pray ; on earth, in infancy, my 
mother prayed ; but she faded away and left me while 
yet a tiny child, and then I never heard of aught but 
dress, money, and position. I never wilfully injured 
any one, but I dreaded deaths for all seemed dark and 
dismal beyond the grave. Earth and its pleasures were 
my all in all, and I desired nothing but health to enjoy 
a long life : now Hfe has been taken from me, and I 
know not what to do, or where to go. Oh I do not 
leave me yet ! You are bright, and the tone of your 
voice is soft and sweet, and your looks are kind. You 
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have nothing to gain (here she again looked sharply 
at us) by seeking me, therefore I confide in your 
truth. Is there a God ] a heaven ] and if so, teach 
me how to pray, and how to find Him. Shew me 
how to be less miserable, and then I will joyfully help 
others." 

While thus speaking, her whole appearance changed, 
the sullen look was gone, and a gentle smile lit up her 
face. 

Another spirit now spoke, and said, 

" If you are in earnest, we will lead you to a school 
for instruction, where you will be taught all the pur- 
poses of your creation and life on earth, as well as of 
your future and eternal life in this your new home." 

The woman looked frightened, and said, 
" But you will not leave me amid strangers, they will 
laugh at my ignorance." 

Rosa replied, 

"The good are ever kind, and never ridicule others. 
Here our sole endeavour is to be better and wiser, 
and to help others to learn and understand ; to aid 
them to seek, — to find celestial truths, and to drink in 
wisdom. Come with us and fear not, we will not 
leave you for awhile." 

Saying this, they each took a hand, and led her gen- 
tly upwards to a large building, where we entered and 
found all busily engaged in teaching and learning. A 
kind and gentle looking spirit now approached and 
welcomed us, looking compassionately at the new 
comer (who appeared timid and surprised), and said 
in soft, low tones — 

" Welcome ! This is a school for knowledge, and 
happy shall we be to instruct our new sister, — but first 
let her receive a garment like the others." 
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Saying this, she conducted her into an adjoining 
apartment, and gave her a simple garment like the 
others — it was of a quiet grey colour. On her return 
she looked neater and happier. 

I must now turn to another theme. Lately we have 
been considering how best to convey instruction to 
others through your mediumship, and we have decided 
on writing a series of treatises or discourses on various 
subjects. When all shall be finished we wish you to 
try and make them known to -the public, but not till 
then. We do not wish for a part, but for the whole to 
be seen at once ; for then will the chain be visible, 
and all the connecting links uniting our discourses be 
l)erfect. 

The Violet. 



FERDINAND. 



In the name of Jesus Christ, dear friend, I am per- 
mitted to write through you this night to comfort you, 
and take your mind from earth to heaven, to soothe 
and console you in bodily suffering. 

I knew you, dear friend, on earth, and often watched 
over you ere you became developed as a medium. I 
love you sincerely, and pray for you daily that God 
will be pleased to purify your mind from earthly feelings 
and ties, to spiritualize you more and more. 

Of my passing away I have but a dim recollection 
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as of twilight I seemed to be in a dark and dismal 
place, and had at first no idea of where I was or why 
I was there. Gradually light shone upon my intellect, 
and I saw I was no longer on earth. I perceived 
dark forms gliding about, and felt spirit hands guiding 
me, and I fancied feeding me. At last a ray seemed 
to pierce through all, and I saw a shining cross ; be- 
side it stood a tall majestic figure, clothed in raiment 
of shining white. Diamonds glittered on his brow 
and round his waist : yet of the particulars of his dress 
I was not cognisant; I only felt he was good, and 
advanced towards him feebly and totteringly as a child. 
Smiling he held out his arms, and a new life sprung 
up within me, and lifted me as it were towards him. 
He spake, and his voice thrilled through me and filled 
my heart with joy. 

" Welcome," he said, " to your new home. I am 
your guardian angel. On earth I ever watched over 
you : here I am appointed to instruct you in heavenly 
wisdom. You were a man of learning and eloquence 
on earth : yet here you will find even children surpass 
you in wisdom and knowledge. Seek for instruction, 
and earnestly desire to rise, and the wisdom and know- 
ledge you require will be given you." 

Saymg this, he seemed to impel me onwards to a 
spot where a magnificent chariot stood, with milk-white 
horses. Into this we ascended, and to my surprise, 
passed onwards at a rapid rate. 

My guardian smiled and said, " You did not think 
on earth to find a world beyond filled with all things, 
even with animals. Your ideas of heaven were a 
dreamy, mystic, intangible idea of clouds, wings, and 
singing hymns of praise. God loves prayer; but it 
must be from the heart, the spirit breathing forth, and 
not the lip service too frequent upon earth. Here you 
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will see we are all usefully employed in developing 
or in helping others to develope. Soon you will be 
sent to earth, to aid many whom you once knew ; but 
now you must learn ere you teach others." Saying 
this, we stopped at the gate of a magnificent temple, 
unlike anything I had ever seen on earth, *and more 
resembling the glorious city beheld by St. John than 
anything I can describe. We entered in, and the 
voices of many rising in delicious harmony filled my 
soul with joy. I cannot give you a true idea of it, for 
all was too beautiful for words to express. Gold and 
precious stones blended in soft tints and harmonised 
together ; but nothing struck me so much as a large 
and brilliant cross, which seemed cut out of one bril- 
liant, and glittered with an effulgence that dazzled me. 
Before the cross was a golden stand, and on it lay a 
splendid book. I felt it was the Word of God, fiom 
which I had so often read and preached on earth to 
others. Rays of light emanated from it; and as I 
looked my mind became clearer and more capable of 
understanding. I longed to be permitted to look at 
the Gospels, and to approach nearer to the book. 
Perceiving this, my guardian angel led me towards it, 
and opening it at the first chapter of Revelations, in a 
clear voice, that pierced one through and through, and 
sounded like a trumpet, he read the sacred words. 
All around me I saw happy and joyous faces, smiling 
on me, and listening attentively to the Word. 

When he had ended he again led me forth, and we 
once more ascended into the chariot and proceeded 
through lovely wooded vales and rich pastures, well 
watered by winding streams, to a house situated in a 
garden planted with pleasant trees : there were also 
fruit and flowers in rich profusion. In the distance 
there were hills and vales, and all appeared familiar to 
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me ; yet I could not realize that I was still partially 
material, and hardly knew whether we had returned to 
earth, or were still in spirit land. Spirit land ! heaven ! 
The words troubled me, and seemed to dim and cloud 
my mental vision. Where was I ? I could not tell ; 
but stumbling, I should have fallen, had not my guar- 
dian angel perceived my trouble and supported me. 
" Patience, my son," he said, " all will soon be clear to 
you. Repose now, and I will watch over you/* As 
he said this, I remembered no more. I seemed to 
float, to sink to repose. Sweet music filled the space 
around, and I remembered no more. 

The house where I was now to reside was pleasant 
and commodious. It consisted of many rooms, not 
separated by doors, but hung with curtains; neither 
were there outer doors or windows to close. Open 
spaces with draperies acted as doors and windows. 

While gazing around and noting these things, several 
spirits entered and asked me if I felt happy and pleased 
with my mansion ? I told them it seemed to me very 
comfortable ; but I was surprised to see neither doors 
nor windows. They smiled and said, " This shows how 
lately you have become a spirit ! Doors shew there is 
something to be shut out : it is the emblem of caution 
against evil. In the lower spheres there are doors; 
but none here. 

"Let us look around your mansion," said one of 
the spirits, and we proceeded. The first room was 
hung with pale blue, and twilight reigned there, for the 
openings were all shaded with soft silky curtains, co- 
vered with lace. This was_my.b5dr©Qm. The second 
was all pure white, and lovely pictures enlivened the 
walls ; and as I gazed in astonishment it seemed that 
old familiar faces and scenes were depicted on them. 
In one I saw my mother kneeling beside a tiny cot, 
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and my father looking at her with fond and loving 
gaze. I remembered, as I looked, it was the little sister 
God had given and then called away from earth, and 
I turned to my friends and enquired if any of them 
knew my sister. They said they were only acquainted 
with spirits in our sphere, but I could ask my guardian 
spirit, and he would tell me. 

Scarcely had I realized the thought, and wished for 
my guardian, when I saw him approaching. 

He said to me, " My child, you are wishing for me, 
to tell you of your little sister. I will do so with plea- 
sure, but now let us proceed through your mansion.** 
The other pictures represented various scenes that I 
remembered, and that gave me much pleasure lo be- 
hold again. One was a scene where my father read to 
me the very first chapter of the Word that I can re- 
member, and it represented me standing by his side, 
looking up eagerly, as each word fell from his lips, — 
whilst my brother smilingly held my hand and caressed 
my head. 

We passed on to the third room, which was gorgeous 
in the extreme. The carpet was of crimson and gold, 
the points all meeting in the centre like a star, and ra- 
diating thence ; the walls were of gold, with stripes of 
crimson interlaced, and between each was a brilliant 
star, shining like a diamond. I looked on with wonder 
and admiration. I could scarcely credit that such lovely 
apartments could be intended for my use, and my com- 
panions all admired and entered into my joy. At this 
moment a tiny bird, flew in, and nestled on my shoul- 
der, and I perceived many others darting about in the 
lovely garden. 

We then left the room and descended into the gar- 
den ; the flowers there were far more beautiful than 
any I had ever seen on earth, and the air was redolent 
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oT perfume. I passed from one flower to the other, 
scarce knowing which to admire the most ; roses of 
every shade grew on one stem, and many flowers, 
unlike any on earth, were there. My heart was filled 
to overflowing with joy, and I wondered how I could 
have been given such happiness. 

While thinking of the loving kindness of my heavenly 
Father, I perceived a bright and brilliant star. As I 
gazed, it expanded and spread into a rosy cloud. In 
the centre stood an angel, and in his hand he held a 
basket, and in it lay a book : rays of light played 
around it, surrounding all he approached. As he came 
nearer, the flowers even seemed to assume more bril- 
liant colors, and to cast forth a stronger perfume. My 
heart leapt with joy, for I felt it was for me, that book 
that filled all with light and cast a radiance around. 
I could scarcely stand from emotion, and my guardian 
led me to a seat. 

The angel approached and took my hand in his, 
saying, "This book is yours — a token of love and 
affection from your little sister, long since passed 
away ; she has heard of your arrival in spirit-land, and 
has been permitted to send you this. Study it and 
love it ; daily will the words seem clearer to you, and 
the spirit or essence contained therein flow more vigo- 
rously into your mind." 

Taking my hand, he then led me to the crimson 
room, and there I perceived a lovely, pure white desk, 
on which he placed the book. Exquisite flowers and 
fruits were represented on the desk, and cushions sur- 
rounded it on which I could repose and read. As he 
placed the book, a light cloud hovered around it, and 
the air was filled with perfume. I longed to ask him 
to read from it, but could not speak ; and reading my 
thoughts he smiled, and complied. 
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Oh, the richness of those tones as they flowed on 
harmoniously ! No birds or bells could equal the full 
glorious music that filled the air, as the holy words 
were given forth. I listened with the most intense 
pleasure, and never had I seemed to understand the 
full meaning before. As he read, new ideas sprang 
up, and joy and gladness filled my heart. It was the 
Parable of the Ten Talents, and I felt an earnest 
desire arise to work, to exert myself, and to be of use 
to others. 

After the angel had ceased reading, he presented 
me with the basket, composed of what on earth are 
called jewels — rubies and diamonds interlaced and 
entwined, and pearls hung pendent from the sides. 
"This, my child," he said, "is a token of my affection. 
Red is the emblem of divine love, therefore I selected 
rubies ; diamonds, of divine wisdom and truth ; and 
pearls, of purity. Here all is valued from its symbolic 
meaning and not from any intrinsic worth, as on earth. 
You are surprised to find jewels here, yet think, God 
created all things, and therefore you will find all that 
is useful, good, and beautiful. I will soon come and 
see you again, and bear you a token of love and affec- 
tion from your sister, who rejoices to hear of you and 
to know that you are happy." Saying this, he left us, 
and shortly my friends also departed, leaving me with 
my book, the gift of love, wisdom, and holiness. Oh, 
what a gush of happiness burst from my heart as I 
read therein, and new meanings and beautiful thoughts 
welled up in my mind ! Words of thanksgiving and 
praise and honour to God, the Highest, flowed from 
my lips ; and as they rolled forth rich melody filled 
the air. Here I must pause for awhile. 

Be not discouraged, dear friend ; persevere, and 
God will bless you. Never doubt, never fear ; God is 
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love, goodness, and harmony ; brightness, light, and 
knowledge are His attributes. All that is discordant 
and inharmonious is typical of evil. Love your neigh- 
bours, and do as you would be done by, and you will 
succeed in developing, and rise to be a good and pure 
woman. Keep this in mind, and ever look up ; ever 
remember you are developing for good or evil, — you 
cannot be stationary. Endeavour also to surround 
yourself with those that are good and pure in mind 
and heart. 
God bless you. Farewell. 



In the name of Jesus we greet thee. Christian is 
here, and wishes to converse a little. 

We hear much now spoken on earth with regard to 
the object and purport of spiritualism. It is to assure 
man of a future life, to prove the fact that spirit can 
never be destroyed, and that life is spirit ; to remind 
man that he is but at school on earth, learning to grow 
even as a plant. His mind must expand and imbibe 
fresh ideas ; he must suck in wisdom and truth, and 
exhale evil from his nature as a hateful poison. 
Watch a plant carefully, and you will perceive that 
leaves and roots both imbibe and exude ; they suck 
in the heavenly dew and rain, pure air and sunshine, 
and they throw off the impurities, or rather the unnu- 
tritious particles. The roots draw in life and vigour 
and sustenance from the earth, and cast off the impu- 
rities and exhausted particles : the sun also vivifies all 
vegetation. 

The body of a man corresponds precisely with a 
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plant in its functions and nature. He may drink in 
knowledge and digest it, and throw off all the impuri- 
ties and uselessness of earthly learning; and the more 
learned, pure minded, and intelligent a man is on earth 
the higher and happier spirit does he become on leav- 
ing ' this globe, for he has not only learnt his lesson, 
but brought it to bear on his life and actions, and 
therefore in divesting himself of the material form he 
can at once adopt the spiritual garb both of mind and 
body. Those who on earth are narrow-minded and 
prejudiced wrap themselves up in a shroud from which 
it takes time to disentangle them and enable them to 
see clearly. 

The man who can dominate self and live for others 
while yet on earth is a very king or demi-god, and of 
such is the kingdom of heaven or nature of Christ, 
and the fruit of His teaching and example. It is not 
the building of temples of worship, alms-houses, or 
endowing hospitals, but the motive or hidden spring 
of action that induces a man to give wealth. It is not 
the clothing the naked or the tending the sick that 
actually raises the man, but the cause and real motive 
of the action. The timid nature, that fears God and 
gives because he is told to give and fears to refuse, is 
still selfish, and gives from fear or for glory and the 
praise of men. The true man or spiritualised Chris- 
tian has Christ's example and teaching ever before 
Him, thinketh no evil, speak eth no lies, acts from love 
of God and love of man, with the one sole desire to 
do good and benefit others ; not to be seen of men, 
admired by others, or to buy his own salvation and 
indemnity from suffering. The fear of hell fire alarms 
many, and deters some from crime, lest they be 
punished ; but this is not Christ's teaching. It is the 
love that fills a man's heart, that makes him think 
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of others and how to aid them, that prevents his in- 
sisting on his own plans being carried out, and making 
a bargain for his goodwill and alms, and he gives 
because it is kind to give. Love as you would be 
loved, asking for no return. Be kind in hCart and 
mind and word. Remember you are preparing your 
future for yourself, and educating and training your 
nature for the appreciation of good and happiness, 
even as a gardener trains his plants and a hunter his 
horse and hounds. 

The nature of a man forms his sphere. The higher 
and lower natures cannot exist together; they may 
meej; for instruction, but cannot remain in the same 
place. The intellectual man, who seeks knowledge 
alone, is selfish ; the intelligent mind, that seeks for 
wisdom to aid and benefit others, is a genial generous 
nature, that could not breathe in a selfish atmosphere, 
such as that of the mere bookworm, that, like the 
canker-worm, eats into the rose and brings forth no 
fruit or purpose of usefulness. 

There is often much confusion and contention 
amongst the spirits manifesting at a stance, in con- 
sequence of the difference of the influences of those 
present, and their attracting such different classes of 
spirits. Some wish for physical manifestations, others 
for intelligence ; and, in your earth's language, the 
most powerful spirits gain the day. There is at present 
a strong wave of physical influence at work. Be pa- 
tient,, the intelligence will follow. But men's minds 
are hardly yet prepared and ready to receive it, there- 
fore is the physical class given first. The fire test is a 
most curious and highly scientific phenomena, not half 
appreciated. The phantoms or shadows and dim 
forms will soon become clearer and more defined ; the 
voices also will get stronger. Flowers are really and 
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actually brought at times, but we feel even this scarcely 
convinces people. 

For to-day, dear friends, farewell. 



In the name of Jesus Christ we greet thee, well- 
beloved friend, and pray for thee, that thou mayest 
find the living spring of water and drink thereof, — that 
light will so permeate thy mind that the truth may 
stand clear and distinct Cling to the cross, and all 
will be well. Hold fast, turn not aside, but trust — 
have perfect faith — " and greater works than these 
shall ye do," saith the Lord ; that is, ye shall see, and 
feel, and understand the inner or hidden meaning 
contained therein, the veil shall no longer enshroud 
the light By God's grace ye shall feel the truth, the 
meaning and the aim. Christ was ever enjoining faith, 
and rebuking the hardness of heart that prevented his 
disciples perceiving the truth and accepting it. They 
saw the daily wonders and marvelled, yet did not see 
the reason or feel the necessity for Christ's outward 
and manifest life on earth, — the actual and visible sign 
of the Creator's will and purpose upon earth, shewn 
forth in Christ Pray earnestly to see it clearly, and 
to feel in your heart the life lesson taught through 
Christ. 

Take the Old Testament for the law, and the New 
for the spirit. Each individual man or woman must 
pass through the wilderness ere they arrive at the pro- 
mised land, and traverse a red sea of blood or suffering 
ere they are purged from all dross ; they must be tried 
before a Pharaoh or world who sees the outward ac- 
tions, but not the hidden life and inner spring. All 
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true Christians will be offered the brazen serpent, the 
manna and the fountain. All must pray to see and 
feel the emblem in their hearts, and to perceive it is 
Christ's nature they must love and try to imitate — that 
even as Moses held up a brazen serpent simply to test 
the faith of his followers, so must they be tried in 
many ways, and must endeavour to detect the real 
from the false. 

When you perceive the necessity for a Mediator, 
and are willing and ready to open your hearts and re- 
ceive Him into your nature, the Holy Ghost, or Com- 
forter will be poured in, even as the well-spring or 
fountain gushed forth when Moses struck the rock. 
The rushing forth of the water to give life to the perish- 
ing Israelites is but a type of the spirit of God ever 
ready to flow into your minds. The manna that nou- 
rished their bodies is typical of heavenly wisdom to 
feed your mind ; never weary of it as they did, or turn 
back, thinking of the pleasures of the world, that cor- 
respond with the flesh-pots of F.gypt. Go on — press 
on to the4)romised land, ever holding the cross aloft 
before you. 

The forty years in the wilderness corresponds with 
the life on earth, during which you must strive to dis- 
encumber yourself of all that is useless and foolish, or 
unchristianlike, and to anoint yourself with the oil of 
truth and holiness. 

Evil comes from within, not from without, and brings 
forth actions and results. It is like a fungus, and must 
be wrenched away, or it will multiply and cover the 
tree. Fungi are not found on young or healthy trees, 
but on decayed stems, humid spots of dark, or roots. 
Likewise evil does not exist in healthy strong minds, 
it is a proof of weakness and corruption ; yielding to 
wrong rather than pursuing a determined course of ac- 
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tion, and endeavouring to imitate Christ's example on 
earth. Young trees may be planted into a soil foreign 
to their nature, and this may cause disease. Human 
beings, born of strong and healthy parents, may like- 
wise by living in an impure atmosphere of damp or 
bad drainage, imbibe poison into their system, and 
exhibit diseases foreign to their constitution. In the 
same way a naturally pure mind may be soiled and 
degraded by association with others of a low and de- 
graded order, and become impure and coarse. Mind, 
like spirit, is never still ; it is ever in motion, acquiring 
or throwing off intelligence, therefore select your friends 
from among^ the best and pureist, as well as from the 
intelligent and highly cultivated. For remember every 
mind is like a looking glass, reflecting and refracting 
the minds and natures around them. 

Look at the ants carefully storing up food, — and 
gamer up all good and useful knowledge. Remember 
you are preparing your own mansion, and fitting your 
own nature for happiness or misery. Not a word you 
utter is lost, or a sound you hear ; therefore let your 
words be pure as pearls and precious as gold. Cast 
out the chaff, and garner the wheat up into your store- 
house, or mind. 

Farewell, dear friend. 



ROBERT. 



In the name of Jesus Christ, the Mediator and Inter- 
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cesser of all who suffer, we greet thee and pray for 
thee and with thee. 

Robert is here. 

Dear friend, I have much to tell you since I last 
wrote. I have progressed, and I feel that your love 
for me will induce you to take an interest in my pro- 
gression and the details thereof. I am now in a sphere 
of learning; that is, we all love knowledge and wis- 
dom, we all aspire to learn that which will expand our 
minds and enable us to be of use to those still dwell- 
ing on earth. ' I will speak individually now, and tell 
of my own personal experience, ideas, and feelings. 

I find as I ascend higher and my intellect becomes 
clearer, and my conceptions more acute, that the love 
for my fellow beings increases. Spirit life is very dif- 
ferent from what I expected. It is active and full of 
energy. I see no God as a personage or actual being ; i 
but I see God in all, and feel Him in everything, and I 
I believe that all on earth are created in the image of ' 
the Father, and that all can become more .and more 
Godlike in nature by striving and struggling to over- 
come the material nature, and to live like gods on 
earth. 

Human beings are like nuggets of gold, and become 
purer by being refined and burnt with fire. Every 
material feeling has a corresponding spiritual desire, 
and those who on earth endeavour to walk as they 
feel their Father would wish them, ascend at once to 
a place of love and happiness unspeakable. Those 
who cling to earth have so much cleansing and purifyr 
ing to endure that they suffer intensely, for when they 
become spirits they perceive the horror and loathsome- 
ness of their eardily desires, yet cannot shake them 
off; their faults still cling to them, and you would 
weep tears of anguish could you see the grief, sorrow, 
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and wailing of those who on earth only listened to the 
voice of passion and self-gratification. They had regret 
and sorrow for their vices, yet for a time enact and 
re-enact them ; and there can be no greater suffering. 
Those who suffer on earth bravely, and fight against 
their lower nature, richly reap their reward. 

I have seen gamblers going through all the reckless 
horrors of their life on earth, acting every scene over 
again, and condemned to see not only the past life 
and suffering of their victims, but also their spiritual 
torments. These spirits are the most active in tr}4ng 
to inspire men still on earth with good desires. It is 
one of the laws of nature that they should return to 
work out their own purification through others, and 
you little know the balm and comfort it is to these 
poor suffering spirits to hear prayers for aid from the 
heart, and to see prayerful wishes and holy desires 
arise in those they love and watch over. 

We are not called back to earth or invoked, as 
people so foolishly say ; but it is one of the divine 
laws of creation that those who'have quitted earth and 
entered upon the second life and spirit, must pass 
through a sort of purgatory or transformation, even as 
you place a bulb on the earth it rots and decomposes 
ere the new life springs forth from the centre and 
comes up afresh. So must the old material nature 
dissolve and perish ere the spiritual can arise freely 
and spring forth. The new life in the plant or root 
precisely corresponds to the spiritual nature or God- 
head in man. 

" Where the tree falls, there it lies," is a quotation 
often heard and very imperfectly comprehended. The 
one falls when the sap or life fails, or it is uprooted by 
a tempest or the hand of man. If the sap has failed, 
and ceased to flow, the one has then completed its 
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time and purpose on earth, and slowly deecomposing, 
it engenders an infinity of other life, manuring the 
earth on which it falls, and giving life to many other 
herbs ; thus the actual life of the tree does not cease, 
but passes into other channels of usefulness and na- 
tural purposes. 

Thus does a man pass from babyhood to boyhood 
and manhood, even as a seed progresses from a seed- 
ling to a tree ; but he preserves his strict individuality, 
for Godhead is within him. He is the highest of the 
Father's creations. When his earthly body is worn 
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worsmppea unaer many lonns. 1 iookcq lor a per- 
sonage, a distinct form, that I could see, and who 
would listen t3 my prayerful supplications to the 
Father, also a distinct personage ; but I cannot as yet 
in my present state of developement see anything of 
the sort. I perceive the finger of God, the direct 
action of the Creator here far more distinctly than 
when I was on earth, or than it usually appears to 
earthly minds ; and the clearest explanation that I 
can give of Christ or the Son of God, is, that I believe 
Christ to be the offspring or conception of divine love, 
conceived and brought forth in the outer form of a 
chiid, who through God's love and spirit infused into 
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and wailing of those who on earth only listened to the 
voice of passion and self-gratification. They had regret 
and sorrow for their vices, yet for a time enact and 
re-enact them ; and there can be no greater suffering. 
Those who suffer on earth bravely, and fight against 
their lower nature, richly reap their reward. 

I have seen gamblers going through all the reckless 
horrors of their life on earth, acting every scene over 
again, and condemned to see not only the past life 
and suffering of their victims, but also their spiritual 
torments. These spirits are the most active in ttying 
to inspire men still on earth with good desires. It is 
one of the laws of nature that they should return to 
work out their own purification through others, and 
you little know the balm and comfort it is to these 
poor suffering spirits to hear prayers for aid from the 
heart, and to see prayerful wishes and holy desires 
arise in those they love and watch over. 

We are not called back to earth or invoked, as 
people so foolishly say; but it is one of the divine 
laws of creation that those who* have quitted earth and 
entered upon the second life and spirit, must pass 
through a sort of purgatory or transformation, even as 
you place a bulb on the earth it rots and decomposes 
ere the new life springs forth from the centre and 
comes up afresh. So must the old material nature 
dissolve and perish ere the spiritual can arise freely 
and spring forth. The new life in the plant or root 
precisely corresponds to the spiritual nature or God- 
head in man. 

" Where the tree falls, there it lies," is a quotation 
often heard and very imperfectly comprehended. The 
one falls when the sap or life fails, or it is uprooted by 
a tempest or the hand of man. If the sap has failed, 
and ceased to flow, the one has then completed its 
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time and purpose on earth, and slowly deecomposing, 
it engenders an infinity of other life, manuring the 
earth on which it falls, and giving life to many other 
herbs ; thus the actual life of the tree does not cease, 
but passes into other channels of usefulness and na- 
tural purposes. 

Thus does a man pass from babyhood to boyhood 
and manhood, even as a seed progresses from a seed- 
ling to a tree ; but he preserves his strict individuaUty, 
for Godhead is within him. He is the highest of the 
Father's creations. When his earthly body Is worn 
out a nd exhausted, he simply passes into a new form. 
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sonage, a distinct form, that I could see, and who 
would listen to my prayerful supplications to the 
Father, also a distinct personage ; but I cannot as yet 
in my present state of developement see anything of 
the sort. I perceive the finger of God, the direct 
action of the Creator here far more distinctly than 
when I was on earth, or than it usually appears to 
earthly minds ; and the clearest explanation that I 
can give of Christ or the Son of God, is, that I believe 
Christ to be the offspring or conception of divine love, 
conceived and brought forth in the outer form of a 
chiid, who through God's love and spirit infused into 
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and wailing of those who on earth only listened to the 
voice of passion and self-gratification. They had regret 
and sorrow for their vices, yet for a time enact and 
re-enact them ; and there can be no greater suffering. 
Those who suffer on earth bravely, and fight against 
their lower nature, richly reap their reward. 

I have seen gamblers going through all the reckless 
horrors of their life on earth, acting every scene over 
again, and condemned to see not only the past life 
and suffering of their victims, but also their spiritual 
torments. These spirits are the most active in trying 
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entered upon the second life and spirit, must pass 
through a sort of purgatory or transformation, even as 
you place a bulb on the earth it rots and decomposes 
ere the new life springs forth from the centre and 
comes up afresh. So must the old material nature 
dissolve and perish ere the spiritual can arise freely 
and spring forth. The new life in the plant or root 
precisely corresponds to the spiritual nature or God- 
head in man. 

" Where the tree falls, there it Hes," is a quotation 
often heard and very imperfectly comprehended. The 
one falls when the sap or life fails, or it is uprooted by 
a tempest or the hand of man. If the sap has failed, 
and ceased to flow, the one has then completed its 
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time and purpose on earth, and slowly deecomposing, 
it engenders an infinity of other life, manuring the 
earth on which it falls, and giving life to many other 
herbs ; thus the actual life of the tree does not cease, 
but passes into other channels of usefulness and na- 
tural purposes. 

Thus does a man pass from babyhood to boyhood 
and manhood, even as a seed progresses from a seed- 
ling to a tree ; but he preserves his strict individuality, 
for Godhead is within him. He is the highest of the 
Father's creations. When his earthly body is worn 
out and exhausted, he simply passes into a new form, 
of a spiritual nature and consistency ; but even as in 
childhood he had to pass through the process of teeth- 
ing and infantile disorders, so his spiritual mind goes 
through a similar process, until all that is material is 
exchanged, thrown out, cleansed, and perfected, and 
he rises a strong, pure, angelic being, corresponding 
to the word " angel," in earthly minds. 

. On earth we learn and hear of Christ, the Redeemer, 
Mediator, Intercessor, and Son of God, and He is 
worshipped under many forms. I looked for a per- 
sonage, a distinct form, that I could see, and who 
would listen to my prayerful supplications to the 
Father, also a distinct personage ; but I cannot as yet 
in my present state of developement see anything of 
the sort. I perceive the finger of God, the direct 
action of the Creator here far more distinctly than 
when I was on earth, or than it usually appears to 
earthly minds ; and the clearest explanation that I 
can give of Christ or the Son of God, is, that I believe 
Christ to be the offspring or conception of divine love, 
conceived and brought forth in the outer form of a 
child, who through God's love and spirit infused into 

8 
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the infant form, should be rendered so perfect as to 
walk through the temptations of earth's life without 
spot or blemish. 

Christ did not fast and pray perpetually, and strictly 
adhere to ceremonies and outer forms, as the Pharisees 
did, but he showed forth prayerfulness in every action ; 
true love, true charity, and divine wisdom, — patience 
and endurance. Nothing turned him from his pur- 
pose ; nothing daunted or interrupted the beautiful 
pure holy tenor of his outer life, and this seems to me 
the purpose for which he was created. 

Where we now live, we recognise Christ in all the 
signs of love, in all the happiness we enjoy. Every 
mark of divine love is to us each individually, a Christ, 
or conception of divine love — guiding us as a Shep- 
herd, and leading us to the Holy of Holies ; teaching 
us still as on earth what we are to do, showing us how 
to do it, and acting ever as a link between us and our 
Father. 

I can hardly convey in words the grandeur of this 
meaning, or the vast conception it opens out in spirit- 
ual hearts and minds, of the celestial power, love, 
and majesty of the Creator ! 

Even as toys and pictures are necessary to children, 
to enable them to understand and draw in ideas, so 
was an earthly form, weeping for mankind. The pro- 
tnises made to Moses, Abraham, and others, could not 
be understood but by a visible sign or natural form on 
earth, — and even then Thomas must feel and touch. 
Thomas's still exist, who doubt and deny, and do not 
see the lessons taught. You must each individually be 
born again and regenerated, — you must crucify your 
weakness and fleshly desires, even as Christ was cru- 
cified by the Jews — or rather the earthly body called 
Christ, not the divine essence within. 
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Christ taught by actions rather than by words, that 
He came of the Father, and looked for aid, help, and 
guidance to Him alone. He showed signs and won- 
ders on account of the hardness of their hearts, — to 
prove His power, and the divinity within Him. Christ 
died, according to men's ideas and views, — or rather 
He cast off His earthly form and re-appeared to prove 
to all beyond a doubt that there was an after life. Not 
once or twice only, but repeatedly He showed Himself 
to His disciples, but was not recognized by them until 
He made Himself known unto them, reproaching 
them for their hardness of heart and want of percep- 
tion. I cannot express all I feel of the grandeur, 
beauty, tenderness, and love of the Father, in thus 
conceiving and bringing forth a divine truth in the 
form visible to earthly eyes and comprehensions 

Praise ye the Lord, and glorify Him in your hearts. 

Farewell, dear friend in spiritual love and affection. 
Believe ever in the watchful care and prayerful solici- 
tude of your devoted 

Robert. 



FLORA. 

Dear Friend, 

I am permitted to tell you my recollections 
of passing away from earth to heaven. I had a long 
and tedious illness, my great suffering weaned me 
from the love of earth, and gradually induced a wish 
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for release, and then a thirst and anxiety for knowledge 
of the world beyond the grave. I remember that dim 
and contending thoughts chased each other through 
my brain, now dark and painful, and again bright and 
cheerful. At last my spirit left the frail tenement, and 
struggled forth from the earthly form in which for years 
it had been imprisoned. At first I had much diffi- 
culty in thinking and collecting my ideas ; I was sur- 
rounded by bright and beautiful beings who seemed 
to lift me up, yet fibres and threads of life connected' 
me with the body I had just quitted, and it was some 
time ere the bright beings who surrounded me could 
unwind and disentangle them all, for no thread must 
be cut or broken, it must be gently and patiently un- 
wound, otherwise the spirit is disturbed. I appeared 
to float over myself, as my body lay upon the bed sur- 
rounded by weeping relations, yet I no longer felt 
sorrow or pain. Joy filled my heart, and gradually 
and gently I floated up, up, till I beheld a lovely and 
beautious mansion, unlike anything I had ever before 
seen, grand and imposing, yet so bright I longed to 
enter. Tl>e portico was of clear transparent crystal, 
with columns on each side, and far away stretched 
galleries, with large openings rather than windows, and 
steps leading thence into the garden, which surrounded 
the mansion or palace. We entered and stood for a 
moment in a large spacious hall, the pavement was of 
rich marbles, forming a star in the centre ; all around 
it were pillars with fretted ornaments of gold, and 
inscriptions in what seemed to me precious stones. I 
saw texts of Scripture wreathed around the columns, 
such as *' Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not," in sparkling rubies ; " I will not 
leave you comfortless, I will come unto you," on 
another in sapphires ; again, I turned, and saw others 
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in pearls edged with rubies, turquoise, and emeralds. 
I had never seen anything so splendid, so exquisite ! 
Between each column stood a large jar, of some 
precious, or rather what on earth would be considered 
precious, stones, and these jars were filled with flowers, 
and wreaths connected them together, odorous per- 
fumes filled the air, and changed every moment ; one 
instant resembling violets, the next tuberose, and again 
hyacinths, yet more delicate and exquisitely refined 
than any flower I had ever inhaled on earth. Gazing 
around I looked upward to the roof, it was composed 
entirely of diamond stars with a deep sapphire ground, 
and in the centre blazed a deep red ruby cross, from 
which a lovely dove, composed of one single brilliant, 
hung suspended. Oh, I cannot find words to describe 
the loveliness of this celestial splendour ; but while 
gazing around a new light seemed to enter and filled 
my mind and expanded my ideas. Whilst trying to 
think and realise my situation a burst of melody arose 
and filled the air. I looked, and then for the first time 
perceived that an exquisite gallery ran between the 
columns ; in this stood bright and beautiful beings sing- 
ing heavenly melodies, such as I had never before 
heard. At length words fell softly on my ear, like 
trickling water, at first one by one like dew-drops, 
then faster and more forcibly, and then came gushes 
of melody like a full glorious stream pouring over a 
large smooth rock, and falling \yith a grand crash and 
murmur into a large, silent pool beneath. 

A lovely being stepped forward, and took my hand, 
saying '* Welcome, thrice welcome to thy new and 
celestial mansion, here are thy friends and companions, 
singing a joyous greeting to thee, our new found friend 
and sister !" 

Others then came nearer, and uttered words of af- 
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fection and kindness, and, asking me to come and see 
my future home, they conducted me through a spacious 
gallery with large openings looking on the garden. It 
was all in pure white marble. At length we entered 
a large and lofty room lighted from above ; on all sides 
were openings, for I could see no doors, leading to 
other apartments ; this hall was in stripes of white and 
blue ; the white like alabaster, and the blue like 
lapis-lazuli ; the carpet was formed of large circles of 
blue and white ; and curtains of brilliant blue, looped 
back with pearls, hung in festoons at each opening. 
We then entered one of the apartments ; it was in 
pale blue like the turquoise, and lovely, graceful cur- 
tains of white lace softly shrouded the openings or 
windows ; all around were soft and comfortable 
couches, formed of mother of pearl, and covered with 
blue silk. The flooring was of inlaid woods, I fancied 
of sandal wood, with curious devices in pearl to match 
the furniture ; in the centre was a carpet, it appeared 
to me like moss, with flowers sprinkled over it, blue 
forget-me-nots, or angel' s-eyes, interspersed with hare- 
bells. It looked so soft and beautifully raised, I 
fancied the flowers must have been thrown down upon 
the newly gathered moss, and feared to tread thereon. 
Seeing my hesitation my guide and guardian smiled, 
and said, " Fear not, you have much to see and ad- 
mire, much to learn. Here the well-known combina- 
tion of the elements, and uses thereof, render simple 
much that is utterly unknown on earth. All here is 
substantial, tangible, useful, yet celestial, not material, 
like your former body. Objects form no resistance 
either to our bodies, or clothes, yet when we visit earth 
if our garments were preserved, they would melt, dis- 
appear, and become impalpable to the mortal or 
material eye. When on visits to earth we at times 
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take flowers, the atmosphere there soon acts upon 
them, and they loose their odour, and finally their 
form and consistency." 

We then passed on over the soft and velvety carpet 
to another room. How shall I describe all its varied 
beauties ? It was a dark rich crimson, shaded from 
black up to shell-pink, the festoons of the hangings 
were caught up in rings of pearls, and thence depended 
a large ruby ; nothing more graceful or splendid can 
be imagined. We again passed into another room. 
Here all was soft, lovely, shining white ; the walls were 
covered with silk caught up in festoons, and in the 
centre of each was a diamond star with a ruby heart 
depending from it. The carpet was of white also ; 
from each corner came points of deep shaded crimson, 
uniting in the centre with a silver dove. The furniture 
was all in fretted or filagree silver, and of the most 
graceful devices ; from the window we perceived a 
lovely fountain, and in the distance glorious moun- 
tains bounded the view. Here they told me were my 
apartments, and daily would my guardian angel come 
and instruct me in heavenly wisdom. I felt bewil- 
dered, such magnificence, such splendour, such loving, 
kind, gentle looking companions, how had I merited 
such happiness 1 I fell on my knees and sobbed in 
joy and tenderness my gratitude to the great Author 
of my being, the Giver of all good things. 

As I rose, I perceived a golden eagle, and on its 
head a crown of jewels ; raised upon its outspread 
wings was placed a dish of exquisite filagree gold in 
scrolls of strange device ; looking longer I perceived a 
book placed thereon, and rising I appfoached. The 
cover was studded with precious gems, forming a ser- 
pent, a cross, and a crown. The cross was of one 
solid ruby, and above it was a crown of thorns in 
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diamonds ; partly coiled around the foot of the cross, 
but with the head drooping, and downwards, was the 
serpent, and as a star above the cross, was an exqui- 
site dove with outspread wings looking down upon the 
serpent that seemed endeavouring to escape. I 
opened the lovely book, and found it contained the 
Gospels ; the words were written in letters of gold, and 
around were lovely scrolls and exquisite illuminations. 
Wonder filled my mind, to think who could have given 
me this beauteous token of affection, till searching I 
perceived my name written within, and that my dear 
father, long since passed from earth, had prepared 
this token of his affection to greet his child, his well- 
beloved one, on her arrival in the mansion prepared 
for her. 

Days, months, and years rolled on in rapid succes- 
sion. To acquire celestial wisdom, to help others, 
while seeking to develope ourselves is our object ; 
each has her appointed task of love and usefulness, 
our guardian angels tell us that which they wish us 
to perform, and gladly and joycusly do we endeavour 
to carry it out. All is harmony and joy, and no dis- 
cord jars on our life. From time to time we hear of 
those we love on earth, and rejoice to hear of progress 
or development, but no sorrow ever reaches us ; 
love, holy, happy love, reigns around. I have 
acquired much useful information and knowledge 
since I left earth, and hope ere long to be permitted 
to impart it. The combination and use made of the 
atmosphere and elements here, strike a new comer 
with wonder. What would the earthly chemists say 
or the men of science, could they but witness the per- 
fection to which all scientific discoveries are carried 
here. When I remember the pitiful narrow-minded 
ideas of those I left on earth, who imagine all search 
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into hidden mystery wrong, sorrow fills my mind, and I 
long to be permitted to return and help those em- 
ployed in trying to infuse larger ideas into receptive 
minds. God is a God of wisdom, and he gave man 
understanding to cultivate and improve, to be of use 
to himself and others ; not to be dormant, and hidden 
like a talent in a napkin. 

Let all shake off sloth of mind and body, and rise 
and be doing, not sleeping or thinking only. Let all 
learn as much as they are capable of imbibing, and 
then let one and all teach and instruct those less 
capable than themselves. True wisdom teacheth meek- 
ness, for how little can man learn on earth in the short 
span of his existence ; and did all knowledge perish 
with the grave, how sad would be the waste of time, 
and how useless all mental culture ! 

How grandly glorious then is the mental vision 
which teaches that beyond the grave all is still pro- 
gressive. The wisdom gained on earth is but the 
alphabet or first bar on the ladder of knowledge, yet 
strive to obtain a firm footing on that bar, and you 
will then ascend more surely. 

The first bar is the earthly, the next is the celestial, 
and up this you will mount far more easily, for help 
will be given you. Bright forms will surround and aid 
your upward progress, holy spirits will infuse fresh 
ideas into your mind, high and holy angels will assist 
you to drink in heavenly dew, to cultivate your 
flower of knowledge, and to prune the branches of 
earthly growth. It is with the deepest pain and regret 
we hear and see the impression that spiritual manifes- 
tations are the work of evil. Little do the ignorant 
deluded mortals who cherish this idea know the sorrow 
of heart, and grief of those who are seeking to instruct 
them, and the disappointment of finding the veil of 
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human materialism so dense and thick, that light can- 
not penetrate it, or celestial wisdom pierce through it. 

Never listen to such ideas, pray for the enlighten- 
ment of these people, let nothing induce you to sit 
with them ; it attracts weak, silly undeveloped spirits, 
also mischievous and bad, and they delight in causing 
wonder, terror, mystery, and doubt. They grow bold, 
and seek not only to turn beginners, but to shake the 
faith of believers ; and with grief and pain we see 
minds so influenced and led away from the light, 
once more plunged into darkness, and entangled in 
the web of worldly materialism. 

Lately I visited earth to see and assist the passing 
away of a young girl. She looked gentle and resigned, 
but I who could see the inner portals of her mind, 
discerned doubt, fear, and dread therein. The 
mother's heart was wrung with agony to lose her 
darling child. By the bedside knelt one who by his 
dress T perceived to be a clergyman. He prayed and 
tried to comfort her, and give help and consolation to 
the spirit passing away ; but his words fell on unheed- 
ing ears ; gradually her inner senses were opened, and 
perceiving the angels and spirits around her, she 
smiled, lifted her arms and said ; " I come ; see, see 
the angels round my bed ! " At these words a light 
entered the mother*s heart, and a ray of comfort 
dawned on her mind. We gently lifted the spirit, and 
gradually and tenderly unwound the threads of life 
that bound it to the earthly husk or covering. We 
sorrowed to think what joy would fill their hearts 
could but their inner perceptions be opened to the 
truth, an4 regretted to hear such cold ignorant at- 
tempts at comfort poured into the loving parents' ears. 
Yet the man was sincere, he preached that which he 
had learnt, and knew no more. Oh how I longed to 
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flood his brain with truth divine, celestial truth, to open 
and expand the narrow portals of his mind, to let him 
see and feel the Father^s love, to enable him to pro- 
gress and teach others while yet on earth ! Gently- 
rose the spirit, and as it hung suspended in mid-air 
above the mortal frame, it expanded into form and 
semblance only more lovely and perfect. I longed for 
the mother to see her child, but alas ! her eyes were 
fixed on the dull clay, her trembling hands clasped the 
cold form so soon to be taken from her ; whilst above 
floated the lovely, graceful celestial spirit which we 
clothed in soft pure white floating garments. Then 
did the angels bear it up, gradually and gently, and 
as it rose, the attraction to the body ceased, the mind 
became more active, and looking up, a desire to rise 
dawned upon her mind, her affections paled, and her 
mother's image grew dim before the celestial. A 
shining cross now attracted her eyes, and as she 
fixedly gazed upon it, she seemed to ascend more 
rapidly, and she looked around and smiled upon her 
conductors, but as yet appeared unable to converse. 
We now rapidly approached a broad stream, by the 
side of it we found a boat; it was of polished wood, of 
a light and tender colour, delicately veined ; the seats 
were of silver, and covered with crimson cushions ; the 
oars were of silver, as well as a tiny mast. Into this 
the maiden and her guardians entered, and swiftly 
passed from our sight. We were then desired to re- 
turn to our own spheres, and after gazing on the 
sparkling water with much pleasure, I once more en- 
tered my own apartments. 

Day by day did they seem more beautiful, new and 
lovely pictures were represented on the walls, scenes 
of my earthly childhood ; as well as celestial represen- 
tations of my further progress. My guardian ex- 
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plained to me that that which on earth took men 
years to accomplish, is produced here in as many 
seconds, but of the means used I am as yet ignorant; 
I can only see and admire the effects. One lovely 
picture represented a high mountain, on its summit 
was a shining blazing cross, above it glowed a brilliant 
star on a deep azure ground. Lights and shades 
played over the mountain, revealing a steep path, and 
up this a figure was seen toiling : on each side was 
a glorious form apparently aiding her, and before her 
was a bright and beautiful angel .beckoning to her to 
ascend ; behind there was a dark figure with out- 
stretched arms, seemingly endeavouring to clutch her 
dress and detain her. I could not see the face, yet it 
made me shudder, and I perceived the meaning of 
the allegory. In the dark figure of the man behind, 
earth and its allurements was portrayed ; in the 
glorious angel, encouraging progress, celestial truth — 
and in the form ascending I recognised myself, and 
knew this was my lesson for the day. 

Again was I sent to earth, and this time we went to 
fetch the spirit of a new-bom infant. When we en- 
tered the room, the mother lay pale and emaciated, 
with swollen tear-stained eyes, and by her side in a 
tiny cot was the little infant. A light emanated from 
its head, and as I gazed it seemed to form a ring, the 
rays coming from the body, all concentrating into one 
point, this gradually expanded and became more con- 
sistent. The highest spirit then advanced, and while 
carefully unwinding the tiny slender threads that united 
the spirit to the body, and also to the mother, the 
light increased, and I soon perceived the new spirit 
growing, shaping, and becoming an infant even as the 
clay beneath. The angel then lifted it tenderly in 
her arms, while others watched the mother, and en- 
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deavoured to make her sleep. When she had sunk to 
rest her spirit conversed with us, and beautiful it was 
to hear the holy spirits telling the gentle mother of her 
babe's future life and home. While thus listening I 
perceived a calm and gentle expression on the 
mother's face, so different to the anguish there ' de- 
picted but a little while since, and then glad smiles 
came over the wan face, as I heard her murmur, " I 
will not leave you comfortless, I will come unto you. 
May God bless my darling ! " 

The angel with the child then left, but I was de- 
sired to remain, and watch by the mother's side. 
After a time her husband entered the room, and sat 
down by her, and as he took her hand gently within 
his own and pressed it, a smile flitted over her wan 
face, she soon opened her eyes, and gazing tenderly 
on her husband said, ** Oh Robert, I have had such 
sweet dreams. I saw angels carrying my child to 
heaven, and she looked so blissful, so happy ; dear 
Robert I feel so much happier since I slept, think you 
that angels visit us in our sleep 1 " 

I could not hear his reply, and feeling I was no 
longer needed, returned to my own home with a joy- 
ful heart to think that the poor mother had felt our in- 
fluence and was comforted thereby. 

Again I was desired to go to earth, but this time 
our mission was one of sorrow and grief. Stretched 
on a bed of sickness, lay an old man, his eyes glared, 
and his thin emaciated hands clutched the bed- 
clothes. At one side sat an aged woman, at the other 
knelt a boy and girl, their hands clasped, and their 
sobs mingling with the old man's curses. 

" I will not die," he gasped, " I am yet strong, I feel 
the life-blood in my veins. Curses on you, you want 
my money, my gold, my precious gold." 
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A shiver ran through the poor children at his side, 
and they drew closer together. 

" Father, father,'* said a tender voice, " we want no 
gold, give us but your love, and bless us ere we part** 

" Part," screamed the old man, " we shall not part, 
give me wine, wine the elixir of life, ha ! ha !" and he 
laughed wildly. " Curses on you, you old hag !'* he 
shrieked turning to the woman, " give me wine, or must 
I fetch it 1 " 

Sorrowfully the woman arose, and fetched a glass, 
but unseen by him poured in a narcotic, he swallowed 
the draught eagerly, and wanted more, but the head 
fell back, and for a time all was quiet. 

It was the first death-bed of an unhappy unrepent- 
ant mortal I had seen, and my heart was stricken with 
horror and misery. Seeing this my guardian angel 
approached me, and light flowed into my mind, a veil 
seemed taken from my eyes. I saw the selfish man's 
past Hfe. I beheld his gentle wife, broken-hearted and 
sorrowful, passing away, and leaving her children. I 
now beheld her spiritually beside her children, trying 
to infuse comfort and resignation into their minds. I 
saw their thoughts, and their future spread before me, 
and perceived that by the removal of their father and 
his bad example, they would be freed from contagion, 
and looking to God for aid, clinging to and supporting 
one another, they would battle on through life, 
developing, purifying, and finally rise to happiness and 
love ; as I saw this I grew calm and no longer sor- 
rowed. 

An angel then advanced, and holding his hand over 
the old man's head, the dark forms retreated, and the 
darkness cleared away, the old man's face 8;rew calm, 
and I saw his wife approach, and breathe upon him. 
I then looked at the children ; the girl's head had sunk 
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on her brother's shoulder, and she slept a calm and 
peaceful slumber, while round her bright spirits sought 
to communicate sweet words and ideas of heavenly 
happiness. I thought that she perceived her mother 
in her sleep, for she gently murmured the word, 
" Mother." Meantime I saw something like rays oif 
light streaming from the old man's body, and uniting 
in a point above him ; as 1 watched, these increased, 
and gradually assumed a form. His spirit had passed 
away while the narcotic held his frail body entranced ; 
but unlike the child's spirit, the threads of life were 
strong and entangled, and soon the body became con- 
vulsed and horrid to see. I turned from it with pain 
and looked at the children. Both slept, and gentle 
spirits were around them. The mother breathed on her 
daughter and kissed her soft hair, and seemed trying 
to infuse thoughts of heaven and happiness into her 
mind. Then she kissed her boy, and breathed on him, - 
and both appeared happy for smiles parted their lips, 
and their hands clasped one another tighter and more 
lovingly. From time to time die boy passed his disen- 
gaged hand across his brow, and 1 then perceived the 
struggle in his mind or inner brain, with sad thoughts 
and glad visions. Behmd and near the old man was 
larkness, before the children and in front all was light, 
md 1 then perceived it was the bad influence of the 
Ad man which gave the boy sad visions, mingled with' 
che bright : the girl's head being pillowed on the boy 
ihe did not feel it. The old woman then arose, a 
bright spirit leading her, and advanced to the children, 
lently raising the girl, she partly led and partly carried 
er into the next room, then came back and touched 
'le boy ; he sighed, shivered, and looked up wildly, 
ut on seeing her, arose and followed her.p I then saw 
he dark cloud more distinctly, and perceived that it 
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was composed of a group of bad spirits, attracted by 
the old man's wicked life and passions. I became 
faint, for I thought the evil tried to impede the good, 
and entangle the skeins of life. The old man's body- 
was convulsed and twisted, and his face distorted. 

The spirit appeared unable to free itself from the 
innumerable links or threads of life that bound it 
down to earth ; yet gradually light prevailed and he 
rose, and I now beheld a light, yet surrounded by 
darkness, floating over the bed. I can only compare 
it to a star, plunged amidst dense, dark clouds of 
pitchy blackness. The star expanded, increased in 
brilliancy till I saw a form above, even as on the bed. 

* It became perfected and then descended nearer and 
nearer to the body, it appeared weighed down, and I 
saw that threads connected the two forms, then as I 
looked I perceived countless spirits filled the apart- 
ment. The bright beings were far outnumbered by* 
the dark and dusky forms that now crowded rf)und. 
I turned to my guardian for an explanation, and then 
I saw that the bright figures held shining crosses, and 
eagerly endeavoured to attract the new spirit's atten- 
tion ; but all his looks were directed downwards, and 
the dark spirits were anxiously speaking to him and 

— ^breathing on him. He looked dense and dark, and 
the light was becoming each moment fainter ; all 
"Ground him appeared grey, he heeded not the good 
spirits, • and I could detect no w ish to rise. His eyes 
were rivetted on a black object, which I saw was a 
bottle, — to this he was strongly attracted. He 
drew near and tried to touch it, but each time he 
stretched forth his hand a hidden power controlled it. 
Then a tall dark form took up the coveted bottle, 
and the old man's spirit followed, attracted as by a 
magnet. 
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I saw all the dark forms eagerly assisting to with- 
draw the threads holding them down, while the good 
raised them up. It appeared to me as if the spirit 
passed away slowly and heavily, that it was surrounded 
by dark forms all clinging to the threads of life still 
hanging around, and weighing him down. As I 
l(>oked steadily, I saw each thread appeared of a dif- 
ferent colour or shade, typical of earthly passions, in- 
clinations, and desires. I saw one clearly a thick 
strong yellow thread that indicated love of gold, and 
one near it like a spotted snake, yellow, streaked, and 
spotted with red, like blood. This was the thread of 
the gambler's Hfe, that bound him to the gaming table ; 
again I saw a thread of deep blood red, this uas the 
one that made hira draw life from others. He had as 
a child tortured and tormented all animals unable to 
resist, also children smaller than himself — he had ruth- 
lessly seduced and abandoned, young confiding gids, 
and also married women, and the blood of men was 
on his head ; a vision of duels passed before me — 
another and yet another. I felt sick and faint, and 
my guardian led me into the next room ; there I saw 
the poor children asleep, and the old woman watching 
by their side. She was wojn and exhausted, but my 
guardian approaching, held his hand above her head, 
and soon a sweet and tranquil slumber rested on her 
wearied body ; he then advanced to the children, 
where the mother soon joined him, and after con- 
versing a while, we left her and ascended once more. 

Thus do men lay up for themselves stores 6f suffer- 
ing and sorrow ; think of that old man when he 
wakes from his present lethargy, and realises all the 
misery of his existence ; his sole idea of happiness 
being in sensual enjoyments ; his only wish to remain 

9 
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on earth, and his Inability to partake any longer of its 
delights, forming his mental torture-^no hope for the 
future, no repentance for the past ; no "wish to improve 
or rise. I shuddered, as I thought on this, and sorrow 
fllled my heart ; yet gladness arose to think what I 
might have been, what my dear father might have suf- 
fered, and I felt cheered and happier. Turning to 
my guardian, I expressed a hope that I might be per- 
mitted to return and see those children, to watch over 
them, help, aid, and counsel them in their future life. 
He smiled, and said that no tie held me, no power im- 
peded me ; I had but to wish and act, try and 
encourage good wishes, active desires ; to assist the 
sorrowful, and even seek to carry out such desires, 
always hoping for celestial wisdom to guide and aid in 
their fulfilment* With this my heart was filled with 
joy, and 1 returned to my home happy and content, to 
read in my precious well-loved Book, words of love 
and guidance. 

1 have but little more at present, dear friend, to say, 
though I hope often to be permitted to come and 
write for you. I wish to tell you that the greatest 
part of spirit writings are intended as types. By 
colours are represented light, love, purity, and wisdom, 
celestial and terrestial ; and the more spiritual you 
become, the more will you see and comprehend the 
beauty of those meanings now often dark to you. 

Jewels also arc types ; the ruby corresponds to ce- 
lestial love, the diamond to light and wisdom, the pearl 
to purity, and the sapphire to truth and tenderness. 
Emeralds are more of earth, and denote strength of 
purpose and will ; turquoises, in accordance with their 
colour, represent heavenly tenderness, love, piety, 
and sympathy. Carpets represent support, feet, stead- 
fastness of purpose ; carpets beneath shew a rest 
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for the feet : the colours and patterns also denote 
the nature of the support. In the description of the 
apartments the colour and texture of the hangings and 
ornaments are types of the mind and character of the 
inmate there represented. Thus let no one feel offended 
or imagine such descriptions puerile. The pictures on 
the walls are either lessons of advice, purification, or 
tokens of sympathy and affection. Let no one fancy 
we are bound here by laws and ties ; all things are 
regulated by love and harmony, and no discord can 
enter the realms of the blessed. 

But again, I repeat, the mind of the man passing 
away changes gradually, not instantly, and the freed 
spirit still fancies himself bound and unable to rise, or 
forsake earth. A low spirit cannot rise, not because 
it is forced or controlled to remain, but because its 
imperfect state keeps it down, and prevents it from 
doing so. The pure and good are free to come and 
go, to rise or descend. When we talk of obeying, it is 
in loving obedience to those who have progressed and 
advanced beyond us. What we call lessons, we look 
on as privileges : our delight is in learning and in im- 
bibing wisdom. Progression and usefulness are as our 
daily nourishment Again, when we speak of food — 
wine, typifies mind, and food, the body. By wine to 
strengthen the mind, we mean wisdom and celestial 
learning ; and by food, the strength and digestion of 
celestial wisdom. 

Farewell, dear friend, I am your sincere well-wisher, 

Emma. 

Flora has also written many things, and all is true 
and earnest 
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THE SEA SHELL. 

BLANCHE. 

My dear Friend, 

I am permitted to come and write to-day 
and tell you all I can remember. I never knew you 
on earth as a being of the earth. My only acquain- 
tance with you has been spiritual, since you developed 
as a writing medium, and I am often with you and 
love to see you striving to distinguish good from evil. 

I can only remember that I had a long and tedious 
illness, accompanied by severe mental and bodily suf- 
fering, and that many surrcundecl my bed, and sounds 
of weeping filled mine ears. Gradually all became 
dark, and I lost all consciousness for a time ; then 
light flowed in upon me, and I became sensible of a 
change. It appeared to me that I rose and floated 
over my own body ; I saw my family weeping and 
grieving over the senseless clay, the earthly form in 
which so lately my s[jirit had 'been enshrouded, and I 
perceived that the room became lighter and brighter, 
and lovely forms surrounded and took possession of 
me, and unwound as it were long tangled skeins of 
thread ; as they unwound this thread, I seemed to rise 
and became more buoyant and less material. My 
thoughts ascended and clung less to earth, the light 
became more and more intense, and I perceived an 
angel form beside me. A sweet gentle voice said : — 

** My child, 1 am appointed your guardian and 
instructor, to teach you the truths and occupations of 
your new life ; first, that you are no longer a mortal 
upon earth ; that your career there is finished ; 



133 

secondly, that now the grossness and materialism of 
your nature has passed away, you will have less excuse 
for committing any action you know and feel to be 
unworthy of a child of God, for whom a Saviour has 
shed his blood, that by his death you may be saved. 
On earth you believed in God, and also in the 
Redeemer's death upon the cross ; yet in what way did 
you daily and hourly try to prove your gratitude for 
such a blessing ? You had faith, and your life has 
been pure for a child of earth, yet very imperfect. 
Bless the Almighty and infinite Creator, that he now 
permits you dearer knowledge of the wisdom of his 
decrees, and strive my child ever to look up ; endea- 
vour by a perpetual earnest wish, to improve, develope, 
and rise, where you will see and know more of the 
beauties and harmonies of creation ; and let not the 
love of earth draw you back ; encourage no thought of 
the past, look on and ever look up ; seek to see God, 
to keep him in your mind, and you will soon become 
wiser, and be a high and holy spirit. I am now about 
to leave you ; others will come of the same type of 
mind and ideas as yourself ; with them you will 'asso- 
ciate ; try to lead them also to good, and encourage 
purity ; never let any draw you back by the wish to 
return to earth, or you will sink, and darkness will 
once more surround you. My first lesson is ended." 
Again another day the angel returned and said : — 
"Arise, and let me instruct thee in thy duties. 
Here idleness is a punishment, and labour the reward 
of goodness. Only the wicked are slothful and idle ; 
they are not permitted to do aught ; they return to 
earth, and endeavour to persuade many to evil, by 
filling their minds with evil desires, covetousness, pride 
and lust. Beware of such. 'V^hen mortals feel envious 
of others, evil spirits are ever ready to take advantage 
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of the opening given them, to work on their frailties 
and passions, and to endeavour still more to debase and 
degrade them. Be your task, my child, to instil good 
desires, pure thoughts, unselfish wishes into the minds 
of all, and to do good. Ere long you will begin, but 
first you must learn. Now let us hence." 

As he said this, the sky above seemed to open, 
radiance fell on us and all around. I heard hymns 
of praise, and eagerly turning to the Angel, expressed 
a wish to join in them. He immediately took my 
hand, and I perceived a spacious temple. On entering 
I was almost dazzled by the effulgence of the light that 
poured down from the roof. 

" This," said the angel, " is the light or spirit 
emanating from God at the sound of prayer and 
praise." I looked, and saw that all around were 
earnestly looking upward and breathing heartfelt 
hymns of praise, in which I joined, and as I did so 
my heart filled with joy and gladness. I can find no 
words to express the feeling of intensity that pervaded 
my whole being, of love and gratitude towards the 
great Creator. 

Presently an angel descended into the midst, and 
taking a book read from it words of love, truth, and 
holiness, that filled my heart with such new tender 
emotions, that I wept Seeing this he stopped, and 
advancing towards me,*said : — 

" I perceive you are a new comer, and welcome you 
with love and affection ; learn diligently, seek humbly, 
but steadily, for knowledge of that which leadeth to 
God, and He will bless and send you aid, help and in- 
structors capable of teaching you all that leadeth to 
God and happiness." Saying this he receded from my 
view, and we passed on. « 

Again, I saw a ray of light, and asking whence it 
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came, was told it was from a school for wisdom. I 
asked permission to enter, and on our doing so I per- 
ceived several girls dressed like myself, all attentively 
listening to the words that flowed from a spirit clad in 
snow white robes of dazzling brightness. A light 
played around her head, and as she spoke her head 
seemed to emit flashes of summer lightning. My con- 
ductor, seeing I was dazzled and confused, said : — 

** My child, you are not yet ready for such know- 
ledge, therefore light pains you. After a time you will 
receive it, as do others.*' 

Saying this, we passed on, and he led me to a green 
and sunny vale, where a cool and rippling stream fer- 
tilized the meadows ; here we paused, and sitting 
down, he bade me step into the stream. I did so 
timidly, yet remembering obedience was necessary, 
and feeling confidence in my adviser, I stepped in at 
once ; he smiled, and said : — 

" My child, you are wise ; trust to those who lead 
you, when you feel they are sent by God, and that 
their presence brings and encourages good thoughts 
and the desire to improve. Water is emblematic of 
purity and cleanliness, and as such of baptism ; in 
childhood you were were baptised, ere you a tiny 
infant could comprehend ; later in life you were in- 
structed how that baptism was but the emblem of a 
new life, the being bom again of spirit and not of 
flesh. Now that you are a spirit, never soil the gar- 
ments you have received by thoughts of earth ; re- 
member the garment is the type of that within." 

As he said this, the garment I had on became of a 
more brilliant hue, and glowed as it were with a hidden 
or suppressed light, which seemed to come from within, 
and my mind was filled with new thoughts and ideas. 
I suddenly felt possessed of new wisdom, and, looking 
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up, I saw a figure gazing down and holding a shining 
cross. The cross was composed of rubies and dia- 
monds, and glittered with a brightness such as I had 
never seen ; the angel, or spirit, for I could not yet 
discern the difference, was surrounded by light, rays 
burst from his eyes, and surrounded his head, his 
golden hair gleamed in the sunshine — from his mouth 
came sweet odours, and from his girdle hung a long 
golden chain, and a vase filled with sweet incense ; he 
beckoned me to come, and instantly we rose. I saw 
around him lovely children, fruit, and flowers, but I 
became faint and can remember no more. 

I cannot tell how long a period has elapsed, for 
events are not marked here as on earth, and time has 
no limit. We know and feel we are living now for 
eternity, but we advance and progress differently. 
Some far more rapidly than others. The less earthly 
we are the more speedily do we become divested of 
all the ties and links that bind some so heavily to 
earth. The lines you see in the drawings of Miss H. 
represent this, each link is a thread, and these must 
all be unwound and removed ere we merge from our 
material nature. Though the actual body, the sense- 
less mortal shrine be buried in the earth, the spirit is 
still attracted to earth by old ties of love and affection, 
and it is only by looking to God and striving to love 
Him more and more, and feel his spirit within us, 
that we throw off the threads of mortality and rise 
higher and higher. As we progress, our intellects ex- 
pand and unfold in the glorious beams of our Creator's 
love and wisdom. " Oh, the ineffable happiness of 
heavenly wisdom !** Even as you see the thirsty earth 
imbibe nature's moisture, so do we drink in heavenly 
instruction. Then we are sent back to earth on mis- 
sions of love and usefulness, or to try us, to see if our 
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purification has advanced. If, yielding once more to 
the old ties of life, we seek to deceive others, by the 
advice and knowledge we give, we suffer severely ; 
many spirits, who have been wits on earth, cannot 
resist^ what in. mortals would be harmless jests, in 
order to mystify new mediums or seekers after know- 
ledge ; but this is not permitted, and spirits who thus 
err suffer acutely. We often have to endure much in 
returning to earth. The higher spirits, living in realms 
of light and purity, feel much the passage through the 
darker lower realms, and also the momentary contact 
with inferior spirits, yet it enables them to see and 
feel more forcibly the happiness of being pure and 
striving 1o know God more and more day by day. 
There we grow in wisdom and knowledge, even as on 
earth an infant grows in stature. One of our greatest 
pleasures in returning to earth is to try to infuse 
knowledge into the minds of those we love and to 
/assist them. The dark and evil spirits try to counteract 
us, and it is for mortals to yield or resist them ; those 
who trust to their own wisdom and determination fail ; 
while those who look to God for aid rise as a good 
swimmer passing over the surface of a wave. Many 
spirits who on earth were clever scientific men, and 
strove to perfect some invention for the benefit of 
mankind, here carry it to perfection, and then returning 
to earth are permitted to infuse that knowledge into 
the minds of others. How many feel themselves in- 
spired, do not some think they dream ? Do not others 
feel a sudden hghtening of the brain, a flash, a thought, 
and find the one thing needful to complete their idea, 
and carry it into action. When any useful object has 
been thus accomplished, the return to our happy abodes 
is far lighter and easier than the descent. One of our 
greatest rewards and delights is the instruction of chil- 
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dren : to help one of them to imbibe wisdom is like 
watching an exquisite flower unfolding new beauties, 
expanding each petal, and pouring forth sweet odours. 
Little infants grow up here without the knowledge of 
sin, and are sweet, lovely angels, but never having 
gone through the trials of life on earth, their intellects 
have not expanded and been burnished in the struggle 
of purification ; thus, though high and loved of God, 
they are not so high as those who, endeavouring to 
imitate our Saviour, and seeking strength in prayer, 
have buffeted the waves of life, and have lived out their 
full time upon earth. Remember this — spirits do not 
know all things, and cannot always give you the infor- 
mation you may require; thus when sceptics press 
for information, they often receive untruthful and ab- 
surd replies — but be not daunted ; be patient and 
meek, and seek for knowledge ; and by degrees the 
"Madder will be held up to you, and step by step you 
will ascend into realms of bliss and joy unutterable, 
where all things will be clear to you, where knowledge 
will be infinite, and where day by day love and grati- 
tude for the God who created and gave you life will 
increase and fill your heart. Saying this my guardian 
left me. 

The next time the angel came I felt more awake, 
saw clearer, heard more distinctly, and comprehended 
better where 1 was ; an earnest desire to progress and 
rise filled my heart, and on waking my first thought 
was gratitude to God, and love, intense love, to my 
spiritual Father. As such thoughts filled my mind, 
lovely pictures or visions passed before me, but too 
rapidly for me to remember, but that they seemed to 
be my own life upon earth depicted and. unrolled be- 
fore me. When the Angel came he was, if possi- 
ble, more grandly beautiful than before, his garments 
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cast forth more light, and from his eyes shone affec- 
tion, wisdom, and power; he came and sat down by 
me. and, taking my hand, he said — " To-day, my child, 
you must come to the school you saw yesterday, where 
you will be instructed in heavenly wisdom, — and 
where you will be told the occupation and task allotted 
to you. Teaching little children will, I think, be your 
employment, and, saying this, we entered a hall for 
learning; passing through several rooms we entered, 
one where many children were assembled around a 
comely and kind gentlewoman. She looked up on our 
entrance and made a signal for silence. Instantly, the 
tiny silvery voices ceased, and all eyes were turned to 
where we stood. My guardian advanced, greeted the 
matron, who at once welcomed me to her house, and 
asked me to rest awhile. She then dismissed the 
children, telling them to play in the garden whilst we 
conversed for a time. I looked around, and perceived 
that everything was while. The children also were 
all clothed in snowy white loose robes, and as they 
tan hither and thither, in childish glee, with their hair 
floating behind them, I thought I had never beheld a 
more lovely picture. The matron then invited us to 
pass into her own rooms and partake of some refresh- 
ment. Here I observed everything was still white, and 
as I looked on the walls I perceived the purity and 
goodness of her life on earth pourtrayed. I saw the 
gentle loving child, the obedient affectionate wife, the 
tender mother, and I perceived how all that was tender, 
good, and true, had developed and expanded in her 
nature, and perifected until she passed away from earth 
to summerland. As I again looked at her, I w^ondered 
I had not thought her more beautiful at first. • As I 
now gazed on her with looks of admiration, I saw the 
tender loving kindness of her woman's nature, shining 
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forth from her eyes ; her voice was sweet and clear, 
and near her I breathed a soft and genial perfume of 
goodness and purity. 1 listened to their discourse, 
and my heart expanded with joy to think of the infant 
minds drinking in wisdom and truth through such a 
medium. My guardian then told her how I loved 
infants, and how desirous I was to be of use, and asked 
if I could join her, and assist in teaching the youthful 
.minds. Breathlessly I listened for an answer; stead- 
fastly and kindly she looked at me for a while, then 
smiling, said : 

" Dear friend, I am ever glad of help from those 
sincerely in earnest, and truly do I rejoice to meet 
with you, and to perceive in you a love of truth and 
wisdom ; a steadfastness of purpose, and a correct 
appreciation of God*s greatness, wisdom, and love. 
Gladly will I welcome you daily, and give you some 
of my lambs to instruct in the knowledge of our 
Great Creator, the one true God, the Generator of all 
things, and Creator of mankind, and also of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lamb, the Word, the True Light, 
shining that all may see, read, know, and learn." 

God bless thee, and, for a time, farewell. ' 

Dear friend, my labour of love is for the present 
concluded. The spirit, calling itself the Shell, has 
now for a time to make way for others, but hopes ere 
long to be again permitted to tell you of her progress 
and developement. Daily she prays for your further 
progress, and for your present and eternal welfare. 

God be with you, ever dear friend, this is the earnest 
wish of your friend. 

The Sea Shell, or Blanche. 



141 



Dear Friend, 

We have much more to tell you of the world 
in which we live, of our experiences, and that which 
we learn. 

We all have the same mind as we possessed on 
earth, otherwise we should lose our identity. But the 
earthly mind, when divested of the material body, soon 
becomes spiritualised, and, if good, rapidly expands. 
If evil, it clogs, and becomes dense and heavy, and 
thus weighs down the body and induces the individual 
spirit to sink rather than rise. Many have at first a 
desire to rise, but finding it an effort, give way to 
sensual indulgence and fall, sink, and join other de- 
graded and impure minds, whom they endeavour to 
drag down deeper and deeper, and to tempt all who 
are weak. Of such it is not our wish to write ; we 
prefer to tell of happiness and goodness ; of purity and 
light. To recount the lives of those bright beings 
who endeavour to imitate our Saviour, and to help all 
others ; of such indeed is the kingdom of God. 

Farewell, dear friend. 



I asked one night, while writing, the following ques- 
tions : — 

" Where does the spirit go when the body dies ? *' 

" When the body dies, the soul, the spirit, flies up 
to the sphere appointed, according to the life he or 
she has led in this world, and there lives among those 
whose lives have been the same as yours in the world. 

The ungodly and sinners are all in purgatory, and 
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there they remain, howling and cursing day and night, 
till God has pity on them, and allows them to go to a 
higher sphere ; but if they sin again they are lost for 
ever. I am in hopes that I shall soon rise, and then 
I shall be far happier, and can give you better advice. 
The spirit is strong, but the flesh, is weak. I am 
always falling back. Pray earnestly and try to be 
good. I will do all I can to keep evil from you. Be 
strong and resist the devil in all shapes. He is always 
seeking whom he may devour. 

But Christ has said, " Come unto me all ye that are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.'' Christ is kind 
and gentle, and he will not refuse any prayer ofliered 
up in humility. God is just and good, but Christ died 
for sinners, and He will save you if you go 1o Him, 
though your sins be as scarlet, and make them white 
as wool." 

I asked, '* Where do you, as a spirit, live 1 " 

" I live among clouds, and the sun never shines, 
nor moon nor stars ; it is all so dark and dreary, and 
I love the sunshine, and am so glad when you call me 
and I can go to earth. I may not leave unless I am 
called, and I get so weary. I dwell in almost the last 
sphere of all, except purgatory ; that is near hell, and 
I can see the angels above me singing and praying all 
day. I can hear their prayers, but I am not allowed 
to sing or to join them, and I am so unhappy, t wish 
I had been less wicked in life, and then I might go 
among the angels, and sing praises to God and glory 
to the Highest ! Hallelujah ! Amen." 

I said, "You speak of work — ^what work do spirits 
perform ?" " We work at many things. I am made 
to help others, and I do not like to work. I never 
was accustomed to work. I had servants to attend on 
me when I was in the other world, and I do not like 
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labouring for others. I work at different trades; 1 
help people to do what they cannot do of themselves. 
When they pray for help, I am sent to ease their 
burthens. Sometimes a labouring man is weary and 
unable to do his work, and I am sent to help and 
finish it for him. J am not good at work, I could 
dance and sing and play the guitar, but I never 
worked or did anything but amuse myself, and now I 
am punished for it. Do not neglect your duties ' in 
the world, or you will suffer also. Pray for help, and 
now good bye." Nunes. 

[This was given through a spirit balling himself 
Nunes, who said he was a Spaniard while on earth.] 



Some months later I received the following writing : 

Dear Friend, 

I have been longing to be permitted to write 
once more for you ; it is long since I have been with 
you. Nunes is happy to tell you he is now in a higher 
sphere, and sees more clearly the divine essence of 
truth emanating from the Almighty. I love God now 
with my whole and undivided heart, and can pray and 
sing hymns with the other spirits. It is such a pleasure 
to join with them in prayer and praise to the Almighty 
Creator of the universe. I now enjoy work ; that 
which seemed to me so irksome, is now light and 
pleasant. Dear friend, watching your developement 
has assisted me ; for seeing the doubts and struggles 
in your mind made me think, and carefully watching 
your thoughts, seeing your wish to do right, your dread 
of evil, and your sorrow at your own shortcomings, 
has much assisted me in my own development. I felt, 
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if a mortal could so earnestly desire the truth and 
reality of the future state and life, how much more 
should a spirit feel and think, and desire to acquire 
celestial truth. And thus, dear, while imperfectly and 
weakly trying to aid you, I have progressed, and now 
I may tell you I was a Spaniard- by birth — rich, and of 
high birth. That which was written was so far true ; 
on passing from earth all around me seemed dark and 
dismal. I could see no sun and feel no warmth ; it 
appeared to me that the spirits moving around me 
must be compelled to do so. Rest, perfect rest, was 
my wish — to do nothing. I dreaded labour, and when 
asked to assist others, refused, or grudgingly complied. 
After a time rest seemed to me irksome, and I desired 
to understand more clearly my position where I was, 
and to see more of the future. After this desire had 
really entered the portals of my mind light seemed to 
enter, and even, as a flower expands to the rays of the 
sun, so did my intelli^nce wax stronger, and grow 
beneath the influx of celestial light. As the light in- 
creased, so did my happiness. From being morose 
and desponding, I grew cheerful, and returned to earth. 
I had scarcely any purpose formed in my mind, yet I 
had a desire to see again the earth, which my spirit 
had quitted, to feel more assured of being in heaven 
or spirit-land. I also felt a desire for companionship 
or love,, and I sought for others. While thus on the 
move, I saw you, and was attracted towards you, 
through your influence. Some points of congeniality 
of thought and feeling bound me, as it were, with in- 
visible threads, and I often sought your presence. 
You asked me many things of which I knew nothing, 
and I felt hurt and ashamed to own my ignorance, 
and often replied as best I could, and then I saw your 
wonder and doubts. I then sought for hi.e^her spirits. 
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and asked them" to instruct me, and gradually a new 
life sprang up within me, and I, hitherto so torpid, 
so indolent, now thirsted for knowledge. It is with 
joy and thankfulness Nunes returns once more to in- 
fluence your pen, to tell you he is far happier, and is 
striving daily to improve, to grow in wisdom and in 
grace. 

God bless you, dear kind friend, you have ever 
shewn a kindly interest in me ; may we assist each 
other still, you in earth, and I in heaven. Copy the 
writings I gave you long since, and keep them to shew 
the progress of one who was once so miserable, and is 
now a joyous happy spirit. Farewell. 

Nunes Numknesis. 



My dear Friend, 

Nunes is permitted to tell you that he has once 
more returned to watch over you ; that he has made a 
little progress, and has gained more knowledge, and 
acquired a purer, clearer view of spiritualism, its effects 
and origin. 

Spiritualism emanates from God, of necessity. 

For God being a spirit, and the originator of all 
things, generates and perpetually creates ; and there- 
fore spirit is ever pouring forth through all the Benefi- 
cent Originator's creations. 

Matter is essentially of earth, spirit of heaven, and 
spirit pervades all, and permeates through all matter ; 
unfolding, disclosing, multiplying, bringing forth new 
creations, and giving life to all. Matter alone has 
no life, and cannot generate and increase. God wills 

lO 
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that all shall increase and multiply. * The earth itself 
increases, and from the emanations and gases sent 
forth, much is re-created. In the spirit world in which I 
live, all seems to me as solid and substantial as the 
earth on which you live. 1 see and smell, lovely 
flowers, fruits and trees. I see many rivers and tiny 
streams ; also magnificent lakes and mountains. I 
often gather the flowers and bring them in my hand 
when I visit earth to see you, and endeavour to make 
you perceive and inhale their perfume. At times I 
perceive with pleasure that you do so ', at others I see 
with sorrow you are not perceptive. The flowers soon 
decompose and fade away in the low dense atmos- 
phere of earth ; but we hope some day you may be 
able to see them. 

I have been learning to paint of late, and hope 
soon to be permitted to come and guide your hand. 
The art of painting is carried here to such perfection, 
you cannot think how poor and coarse all earthly pro- 
ductions seem to our eyes ; but with intense pleasure 
do we breathe ideas and creations into many a mind, and 
with pleasure do we see them embodied and carried 
out. Here we combine our colours from the ele- 
ments, and when visiting earth, spirits are enabled 
through the mediumship of those present at a stance 
to manifest painting ; they form their own colours. 
Earnestly do we wish you could form a small society 
to sit together often, and that we could manifest our- 
selves more distinctly to you, dear friend. There are 
many more spirits most anxious to write to you to tell 
you all they see and know, and all we do in this spirit 
world. 

We see how interested you are, and how truly desi- 
rous to know and perceive the truth, and we regret 
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that so much retards your development and progress. 
Farewell. 



We are permitted to tell you that all that has been 
written on passing away is true, though mostly typical ; 
imagery of things unseen, of which we will in a mea- 
sure give you the key hereafter. 

Water is emblematic of purity, cleansing, and bap- 
tism ; therefore spirits frequently speak of water, and 
tell us of newly-born spirits passing over lakes or 
rivers in boats. This is emblematical. Boats are a 
means by which , mortals or spirits are conveyed 
through life to their destiny or dwelling-place. Do 
you not traverse ocean in search of new scenes, for 
business, or for pleasure, while you are in the body ; 
and are not the waters oft treacherous and turbulent ? 
Are not many yearly swallowed up by the great mighty 
deep ] Do not others traverse the sea in soft gentle 
repose, and arrive safely and happily at their destina- 
tions ? So, in allegorical terms, spirits are conveyed 
over the water to their eternal resting-place or home, 
mansion or sphere. 

Jewels also are spoken of as signs and types. What 
IS a diamond but a beautiful creation valued for its 
rarity, or a pearl but the deposit or formation of an 
insect acting on the oyster; pretty to the eye, and 
valuable on account of the difficulty of its attainment ] 
To the eye of the ignorant are not pieces of glass the 
same? Remember, God created all things, and that 
beyond the material world nothing is of value save for 
its meaning and symbolism. From God emanates all 
things ; He created the world and all that therein is. 
From God cometh all wisdom, light, and knowledge : 
the truth flashes from God even as the colours scintil- 
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late, sparkle, and radiate from the pure diamond ; 
therefore high, good, and pure spirits wear diamonds 
not for their beauty or intrinsic value, but as typical of 
their inner minds and interior states. Some wear 
pearls, to denote their purity and love of goodness 
and truth, and others sapphires, to show their love for 
celestial truths and of tenderness. 

We love to show our affection towards each other 
by making presents, and as these can be of no intrinsic 
value, they are only valued as tokens of love, thought, 
and feeling. We delight in exercising our taste in 
devising quaint or elegant designs to ornament the 
covers of books, or to adorn a friend's garment ; or in 
representing scenes of past or of future life to embel- 
lish the walls of a friend's house during his absence. 
We use neither brushes or paints ; but we combine, 
condense, and use the elements to form colours and 
produce effects. The higher spirits can draw and paint, 
and play on many instruments, and they love to return 
to earth and assist those who have receptive minds 
and frames organised to receive impressions. 



My dear Friend, 

I am permitted to tell you that where we live 
all is sunshine and happiness ; for sunshine is emble- 
matic of celestial wisdom, and he who hath celestial 
wisdom and holdeth it fast is happy. On the spirit 
quitting the flesh it assumes a form similar to the 
earthly, but not composed of flesh, blood, and bones : 
it is firm and substantial, yet not material, and there- 
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fore can pass through material substances. There 
can be no more obstacle to the progress of a spirit 
than there can be bounds to thought. A spirit is free 
to come and go wheresoever it pleaseth, even as the 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and ye know not whence 
it Cometh neither whither it goeth. You feel it though 
you cannot see it, and its effects are visible in swaying 
branches and agitating leaves. So is spirit influence 
felt, though unseen of any eye save of those who have 
the power or rather gift of clairvoyance. They see us 
while others see nothing. Nothing impedes our pro- 
gress : we have but to will, and like the electric shock 
passing along the telegraph wire, we traverse space. 
But those whose minds, wishes, and desires are low, 
grovelling, and earthly cannot rise, they are heavy and 
torpid. They are spirits not yet spiritualised, and 
their materialism weighs them down. They cannot 
occupy themselves, and linger about their earthly 
dwellings, desiring to communicate, and often seek by 
foolish silly means to attract attention. If they suc- 
ceed they are satisfied. 

Much depends on those who receive these mani- 
festations. If good, serious, and kind, their example 
helps to rouse the poor spirit and to develope its pro- 
gress ; but if they ridicule, and only use the communi- 
cations and manifestations as sport and idle joke, they 
pain and irritate the already unhappy spirit, and goad 
it on to prove its power. Thus many undeveloped 
spirits become mad and violent, and endeavour to 
revenge themselves for these insults by making hideous 
noises and throwing about furniture to terrify those 
with whom at first they only wished to converse. If 
people could only be brought to perceive, or induced 
to consider physical manifestations as a means of 
holding intercourse used by those who have no other, 
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they would cease to look upon them as trivial and 
ridiculous, many spirits would be soothed by being 
permitted to converse, and would be sooner able to 
rise and leave earth. Remember, a clever child may 
be long in learning a lesson if he is idle, because his 
mind is not given to acquiring information ; his 
thoughts wander to the green trees, the sunshine, the 
cool babbling brook with shining pebbles, and to the 
blue rnyosotis ; yet when roused and his attention 
fixed, the lesson is speedily learnt, and knowledge is 
drawn in. Many poor dull spirits wander on unthink- 
ing, not acting, but clinging to old memories and well- 
known spots on earth. Their earthliness and mate- 
rialism make it easier for them to learn from those 
still on earth than from the bright beings that seek to 
instruct them. They shrink from Hght and prefer 
darkness, and wander on wearily and drearily — some 
for months, some for years. Many, various, and innu- 
merable are the means through which they are even- 
tually roused and enlightened ; and finally they rise to 
greater happiness. 



THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 

Dear Friend, 

To-night we will write on the divinity of our 
Saviour. Christ was bom in the likeness of man, of 
lowly parents, poor and humble, subject to all the 
infirmities of human nature, to prove and try Him. 
The Spirit of God dwelling within the mortal frame, 
ever burned brightly and brilliantly j the flame never 
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flickered or grew dim. Our Saviour grew up to man- 
hood, astonishing his parents and their friends by- His 
wisdom and knowledge. When Christ taught in the 
temple and synagogue, d[d they not marvel and say, 
" Whence has this man this wisdom and these mighty 
works ? Is not this the carpenter's son ?" 

When led into the wilderness by the evil spirit, our 
Saviour thus manifested His divinity. He fed not on 
mortal food ; but angels ministered unto Him. When 
led up into a high mountain by the evil spirit, and 
offered the sovereignty of all the kingdoms He beheld, 
on condition He worshipped the tempter, Christ re- 
jected the offer, and on the highest pinnacle of the 
temple rebuked Satan in these words, "Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God." 

A mortal would have wavered and been dazzled bv 
such offers; but Christ, the Son of God, could not 
fail : He was immaculate, and could not err or falter. 
Though bom of woman, the spirit within overcame 
the flesh, and rendered all temptation futile. 

Our Saviour took upon Him the nature of man, 
that men might see Him and be convinced of His 
divinity, and to prove also, how all men should strive 
against temptation and seek to do right. Christ's 
whole time was spent in succouring the afflicted, heal- 
ing the sick, raising the dead, and preaching the doc- 
trine of the resurrection ; showing forth in His own 
person that the spirit never dies, and the body spiri- 
tualised, quits the grave and ascends to the spirit 
world or land beyond the bounds of your earth. 

Jesus Christ died on the cross for us — for sinners — 
that through His blood our sins might be washed 
away, and our imperfections blotted out. None can 
live so perfect a life as our Saviour led, and none can 
be saved by works alone. Have faith in the Re- 
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deemer's blood, and pray for aid, help, and guidance. 
" Knock, and it shall be opened unto you," that is, 
ask perpetually for help and aid. " Ask, and ye shall 
receive." This means, ask God's blessing on all you 
do, — on your daily life, — daily pursuits and occupa- 
tions, — and God will bless you and make you wise 
and happy. Ask, and ye shall receive God into your 
heart of hearts, the holy of holies. Ask that your body 
may become the temple or dwelling-place of God, and 
that you may be sanctified and made pure and holy, 
and you will then feel better able to resist the devil 
and his snares and wiles. 

If God dwell within you, Satan cannot abide there 
also. " Perfect love casteth out fear ;" believe this, 
and love God with your whole heart — love Him above 
all and everything, and He will bless and sanctify you, 
and dwell within you, and you will become good and 
holy ; and though yet dwelling upon earth, you will be 
not of this world, but of heaven. 

Remember, all must be purified and sanctified, and 
therefore if you do not endeavour, while yet on earth, 
to become pure, you will have to underijo purification 
in the land in which we dwell, and you will inhabit a 
low sphere, and pass many tedious years there ere you 
become a high and holy spirit, fit to mingle with the 
angels that minister before the Lord. Strive then to 
fulfil your mission upon earth, and to be pure in heart, 
humble in mind, and good and kind to others, and 
you will be a high and holy spirit when you pass away. 
Your vesture shall be white, emblematic of purity, and 
your girdle of roses, — emblematic of God's diyine 
love. 

Good-bye, dear friend, God bless and Jceep you, and 
teach you wisdom. May Christ's grace be shed upon 
you, — may your sins be remitted and washed away. 
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May you become white as snow and spotless as a 
lamb, and be received into the fold of the true Shep- 
herd. 



ERNEST. 

In the name of Jesus Christ we greet thee, well 
beloved friend. There are many spirits now present 
with thee, praying for thee, and with thee, for 
thy further development. May God in his loving 
mercy and wisdom enable thee to see clearer, and 
love His holy Word more and more, and to trea- 
sure it in thy heart. Ernest is here, and wishes to 
tell you he has been very busy of late trying to infilter 
thoughts of God and purity into the heart of a selfish 
profligate. He hopes that he perceives signs of 
softening and improvement. It is our greatest joy to 
watch over the development of new ideas and aspira- 
tions. Sad and weary do we feel, when we cannot 
effect our object, yet while watching the mind, as a 
gardener tends his plants and flowers, do we learn 
many a lesson. While seeing the anxiety of some to 
learn and improve we feel stimulated to greater efforts 
of improvement and prayerfulness-;-that we may both 
rise and acquire more power of doing good, and in- 
fluencing those still on earth more vividly. We feel 
with, and sympathise in the trials of those we are 
watching over, and purify our own spirits, as it were, in 
the same furnace. 

Great is our joy, and tender our compassion, for 
sorrow. Yet while seeing the softening effect on the 
hearts of many, we rejoice ; while perchance the 



154 

friends of the sufferer are sorrowing around the bed of 
sickness. 

Like the gardener pruning the vine, lopping off the 
branches, and cutting off the shoots, — sickness stops 
the enjoyment and pursuit of earthly amusements, and 
opens the heart and mind to spiritual influences. 
Then do we gather around and pray with our whole 
hearts for a blessing on our endeavours to awaken the 
slumbering, torpid mind, and to quicken it into new 
life. Christ, the Intercessor, is ever ready to assist ; 
ever willing to dispense His Father's blessings, even as 
the Creator is ever creating and pouring forth wisdom 
and light, if men's hearts will but open to receive it. 
God is ever willing to give, therefore shut not your 
hearts, — open wide the portals that light may be poured 
in. Never fear to weary the Father with prayers and 
intercessions for more light. 

The Creator can never weary of his own nature and 
attribute of creation. He is ever giving forth, — seek 
then to receive, and open your hearts and minds, 
earnestly desiring to perceive and feel the blessings 
ever showered upon you individually. 

God be with you, dearest of friends. Farewell. 



Dear Friend, 

We are delighted at the present tone of your 
mind, and are glad to be able to write a little for you. 
We are all anxiously watching you, and earnestly pray- 
ing for your further development. There is but one 
God, the Creator of all things, and who made the 
earth and all that is thereon and therein ; who made 
man, and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils ; 
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who after waiting for the increase and multiplying of 
mankind on earth, gave them of Himself in the person 
of His only begotten Son. Christ is the word of God, 
the spirit of truth, the essence of spiritualism, emanat- 
ing from the Originator and Creator of all things. 
Christ emanating from the Father is necessarily one 
with the Father, and in the Father. 

It is not incomprehensible to those who earnestly 
desire to see the truth, and to understand, that God, 
breathing the breath of life into the infant and blessing 
him, gave Him of His own spirit, that through Jesus 
the man, the infant of Mary, a woman, the redemp- 
tion of mankind should be carried out. God poured 
His holy spirit upon the infant, and breathed into him 
the Godhead ; not making him thereby God and equal 
to Himself, but infusing His spirit into the child, and 
making him a part of Himself, and Godlike through 
His spirit mind. The infant grew up spotless, unde- 
fiied in body and mind ; for the God-breathed spirit 
could not be defiled and sullied. In all things Jesus 
turned to God, and appealed to the Father for guid- 
ance and instruction ; He felt the Father, He saw the 
Creator through His inner spirit mind ; and ever desir- 
ing wisdom and instruction turned to God, being as it 
were in the spirit, a part of God, yet derived from 
God. He felt, before the world was, He was. " I and 
my Father are one," in spirit and nature ; but Christ 
never desired to be worshipped or separated from the 
Father. 

When He had fulfilled His mission upon earth, after 
a life of blameless and spotless purity, he could return 
to the bosom of the Father ; uniting His spirit once 
more with the Creator's, and thus re-uniting Himself in 
spirit, through the word and truth — the essence of 
divinity — shine forth the Redeemer and Saviour of 
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mankind — the promised Messiah. God is a spirit, 
and through His mind, or spirit, worketh all things, 
originates, creates and executes. With Him all things 
are possible ; yet God having formed the world and 
created nature, made all things subservient to rules 
and laws ; these laws are never broken. Man sees 
through a glass darkly, and because he has partially 
discovered and comprehended some of God's laws, 
and the formation of many plants and stratas, fancies 
he comprehends much that is as yet misunderstood, 
and calls things miracles, that, to his finite mind, are 
incomprehensible. 

All things progress, all things will gradually be com- 
prehended and made plain to the understanding of 
mankind. Let all study and diligently endeavour to 
learn and understand, and be ever praying for wisdom 
to see and learn the truth. The apostle tells you to 
desire good gifts, and that there are a diversity of gifts. 
Our Saviour tells you, " Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name ye shall receive." 

Doubt not, then, but pray and desire good gifts, and 
be ye blessed through and in the Lord. 



EASTER SUNDAY. 

Dear Friend, 

We greet thee in all love and affection ; and 
on this holy day, when God's love was so gloriously 
manifested on earth, do we earnestly pray for a bless- 
ing on ourselves and also on our power to influence 
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your mind for good, and your hand, to place on paper 
our ideas and words. In the name and nature of 
Christ do we greet thee ; in all love and affection do 
we pray for your development of mind and elevation 
of nature. 

Think of a beautiful garden, and the pains and cost 
of time and labour expended thereon. The earth 
must be tilled and broken fine, manured, and the 
seeds carefully planted, watched, and watered. As 
the plant grows the dead leaves must be removed, the 
branches trained and pruned, the stem supported, ere 
the flowers blossom and the fruit comes to perfection. 
Even so is the mind of a man — restless and tossed by 
every emotion ; now rising hopefully, then sinking 
despondingly ; like the waves of the sea, calm and 
stormy by turns, but never still. 

Look at the effect of the motion of the waves on 
the sand and shingle, also on the rocks. What then 
must be the effect on your body of the constant emo- 
tion and action of mind on matter. Water wears 
away the hardest stone by constant friction ; and so 
does mind wear matter. Try to stem the current of 
your mind and to embank it, and thus rule the waves, 
even as the engineer turns the current of the stream, 
controls it, and devotes the idle water to useful and 
fructifying purposes. 

All nature is an open book for those who seek to 
read therein. Look carefully, study steadily, and 
bring the lesson, to bear on your daily life. The 
stream of life may run idly on, useless to all, — or 
wildly, turbulently, and mischievously. Look at the 
life stream of a wicked, selfish man ; like the mountain 
torrent after a storm, leaping over barriers, dashing 
aside all bars to his will, destroying and mutilating his 
own and his neighbour's property ; for what ] His 



158 

own individual, selfish gratification. Look at the 
vain, frivolous, selfish, wilful woman. Does she not 
destroy all ties of love and affection around her, 
drown all respect, and snap all tendrils of love, even 
as the torrent breaks away the roots of tender plants, 
undermines the bank, and saps away the earth ? Her 
husband despises her, her children turn from her, and 
her servants unwillingly serve her. Her old age is a 
study and warning for youth ; but they read it not, 
and turn from it only with ridicule and loathing, to 
pursue their own wilful ways. 

Turn back to the garden, cultivate your mind, prune 
the branches, pluck away the dead leaves, and steadily 
pursue the knowledge of good, tending only that 
which is good and will bear fruit of usefulness for 
others. Remember you must be ever on the watch 
to detect self. Self is evil and barren. When you 
would determine on an action, ask yourself, ** Would 
I like my neighbour to act in a similar manner towards 
me?" and be just and generous. Never injure anyone 
by deed or thought, word or action. Such, dear friend, 
is our earnest advice to you, and now, farewell. 



" In my Father's kingdom there are many mansions.'* 

Dear friend, Christ the Mediator and God's medium 
on earth, said if there were not many mansions pre- 
pared for them, He would have gone especially to 
prepare a place for His apostles, thus testifying to the 
Father's care and ever-pervading love. 

The many mansions are to us, many worlds and 
many spheres, suited to those who pass from earth. 
We heard your conversation some time since with 
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Mr. on magic. The class of spirits invoked by 

magic and blasphemy are useless, unintelligent, evil 
spirits, and are not the spirits of those who have 
inhabited the world in which you dwell ; they are the 
spirits of beings who have existed and passed, from 
another world, and are sent to this planet or globe to 
learn and improve. All things progress. The spirits 
of animals never cease to exist, but progress and rise 
to a higher order of creation in other planets. This 
gave rise to the idea of transmigration of souls. 

Magic is wrong from beginning to end. It is search- 
ing for a knowledge and power of the hidden mysteries 
of creation not given to man, and an invocation of a 
class of spirits so inferior as to be subservient to man. 
But woe to the man who invokes these spirits, and 
then fears lest his power may fail. His terror is 
instantly detected, and the evil spirits rejoice to wreak 
their vengeance on the man who wished to be their 
master and dominate over them : he is in turn their 
victim and slave, and woeful is his destiny. 

Magical arts, incense, invocations, and magic circles 
are all of a certain use in attracting, subduing, and exer- 
cising control over that particular class of spirits, who 
correspond in the spheres to the lowest class of African 
negroes, or fetish worshippers ; therefore, believers in 
charms, philtres, and invocations obey the call of the 
magician, and help him to work out his charms. 
There is no good purpose or knowledge to be acquired, 
and it is at best a dangerous pursuit of hidden power. 
Love philtres are but the ingredients and extracts of 
powerful vegetable matter or narcotics, baneful alike 
and injurious to the giver and the recipient. 
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GOOD FRIDAY. 



" I WILL not leave ye comfortless." 

Treasure up these words, and in all affliction and 
distress of mind or body remember that God hath said 
those words. Let all look to Him, and gradually the 
mind will be calmed, and your body strengthened to 
bear pain. God will not alter the law for any indivi- 
dually; but He will aid all to bear pain and endure 
affliction ; He will smooth the path of life for all who 
earnestly and patiently look to Him in faith. Too 
many pray doubtfully and look so fearingly they can- 
not perceive the Comforter. Let all look with fearless, 
trusting hearts, and help will enter their souls. Too 
many weep and wait, looking for hope, and because 
they cannot perceive the future, droop, and are faint- 
hearted. Let all remember they are in school, learn- 
ing the duties of a Christian, fitting themselves for 
spirit life. There is nothing to regret on earth, to 
look back to ; let them look forward. Think of a 
mine. The ore is brought forth and purified in a 
furnace and treasure^ up carefully; the dross and earth 
are cast aside. The mine is typical of the mind, the 
ore represents the good, and the dross the body and 
its imperfections. Let the mind be well sifted. Let 
the ore remain, and the particles of earth be cleared 
away; but let them be careful lest the dross do not 
cover and hide the ore. The careless workman often 
loses the small grains amidst the rubble. Be not like 
him ; let all sift and test their mind, cultivate the pure 
ore and cast out the quartz and mica. The earth is 
easily seen and thrown aside; but the mica shines 
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and dazzles and deceives the inexperienced with the 
idea of some value. 

Let men keep Christ ever in their minds, and His 
life and actions before them, and be guided by them 
alone. Let them be patient ; this earth life is but for 
a short time. Let them not regret earthly ties or 
forge fetters for themselves. Let all look up, look 
forward, and strive to see God, and earth will lose its 
attractions, the past will fade away, and the present 
seem dim in the brightness of the future. With the 
material body the material wants and desires cease, 
unless by making them a part of yourselves, your mind 
and spirit, they become so essentially individualised, 
they cling to you in the spirit life. Let all try to rise 
superior to the earthly desires, to fix their thoughts 
and minds on higher objects. The spirit cannot al- 
ways dominate the flesh, but it can increase the suffer- 
ings of the body tenfold. St. Paul says the flesh and 
the spirit are ever at variance ; yet by striving to sub- 
due the flesh the spirit is purified and the ore is har- 
dened. By over-indulging the flesh the ore is lost in 
the rubble of earth and sand. 

A child cannot comprehend the use of being kept 
in school and learning lessons for which he perceives 
no future use ; yet the man recognises the purport of 
early training, the forcing the mind to concentrate 
itself upon one object, the overcoming the diflficulties 
of memory, the committing facts, dates, and minute 
particulars to the brain, and retaining them there. All 
help him in his future career on earth. So do the 
trials of spirit and flesh train and prepare men for the 
spirit world. By overcoming and subduing the lower 
impulses and propensities of nature while on earth it 
enables the spirit to detach itself more readily, and to 
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rise more speedily, and " thus do men reap even as 
they sow." 



In Christ, the Mediator and Comforter's name, do we 
greet you, and even as the sun shines on ihef flowers 
do we pour out our love over you, and pray for God's 
blessing on you, dear one, the medium to express our 
ideas. May God*s love cherish you, and expand and 
nourish all goodness in you; may His divine purity 
consume all that is of earth in your nature, and may 
Christ's divine nature be poured into your heart until 
it blossom forth in holiness and love. We all look 
forward with pleasure to the time of welcoming you to 
the spirit world, and earnestly do we pray for strength 
and aid to be given you to triumph over all earthly 
ties and attractions. Farewell. 



TRUTH. 



My dear Friend, 

It is permitted me to write for you to- 
day, and to impart the following intelligence : Truth 
is divine, and all who diligently seek for the truth 
shall find it. Look, and see ; search, and find ! Re- 
member our Saviour's words, " Knock, and it shall be 
opened ; ask, and ye shall receive." If you ask your 
Heavenly Father for wisdom and grace, think you that 
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He will not hearken unto your prayers, that He will not 
heed your endeavours to see clearly, to perceive and 
understand God created the world, and finally men 
and women ; and when sin had crept in and defiled 
their hearts, God gave His only begotten Son, that 
through Him all might live again. By giving His 
Son eternal life, Christ could again give the precious 
gift to all who believe and are willing to receive the 
blessing. God the Father gave you life on earth, and 
God the Son gave you eternal life ; witliout the Son 
God could not give salvation, and therefore was the 
Son created. 

For thousands of years had the Saviour been ex- 
pected and foreshadowed, yet were the nations not 
prepared or willing to receive Him when He came. 
The Jews looked for glory and renown, and over- 
looked and despised the lowly meekness that came of 
humble birth, and sought not for distinction or riches. 
Remember, God has given each the truth in the person 
of the Saviour, the light to lighten the Gentiles ; be 
not blind, see it, receive it, and doubt not. The 
prophets of old prophecied of Christ, St. John the 
Baptist foretold His coming, yet the Saviour was 
doubted, and is doubted. Worship the truth, discard 
all by-gone prejudices, look to God alone, and en- 
deavour to see and perceive the simple truth, that at 
your birth you received a divine spark from God within 
you, and this spark is enough to light you on your 
way rejoicing, if you will not shut your eyes and clog 
your mind with old ideas. God is a God of love, 
truth, and simplicity, He created all to live and have 
eternal life, not to die and be punished. Think on 
the beauty of the world ! Wherefore should God 
destroy it ] Ponder on the intelligence of mankind, 
and never think that God wills men should suffer. 
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Suffering is inharmonious, imperfect, and destroys the 
energy of the mind and body. God wills that men 
should live and learn, and bring their minds to perfec- 
tion. In order to do this nature must be followed 
and obeyed. Disregard the laws of nature, and suffer- 
ing is the consequence ; infringe but one prerogative 
and suffering is entailed, the energies are crippled and 
maimed. While thus suffering, some murmur against 
God, others again as blindly fancy all illness an inflic- 
tion or chastisement sent by God for some special 
purpose. 

The Creator never interferes with the laws of nature, 
and man should study health and never neglect his 
body, or impair his powers of progression and useful- 
ness. By such carelessness not only do men and 
women suffer in themselves, but they entail it on their 
children. 

Never lose sight of the words, " Love thy neighbour 
as thyself," and help all who suffer in mind or body. 
A cheerful mind is conducive to health, — a fretful, 
repining mind acts on the stamina of life and weakens 
it ; by shortening your stay on earth, you impede 
your development in the life to come. Your heavenly 
Father prepared your earthly home and also your 
celestial mansion ; in all things love, unceasing love is 
shown. Christ preached the Gospel of love and good 
fellowship to all mankind, yet how few heed His 
doctrines. Let each strive to do his utmost ; never 
think it is vain. Do your own work ; leave nothing 
to others ; hide not your talent in a napkin ; put it 
forth to usury. Be kind and gentle and lenient to the 
faults of others ; ever keep in mind Christ's words, 
" Do unto others as ye would they should do unto 
you," and soon you will feel happier and see clearer. 
Never believe that divine truths are mysteries and in- 
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comprehensible. The Creator said, *' Let there be 
light, and there was light." Our Saviour said, " I am 
the lighter* Look on him, therefore, and, seeing the 
light, believe on it, and let it shine on all, guide you in 
all and every action of your life. Study the Bible as 
a child, believing that all is simple, and you will soon 
find the mists clear away raised by mankind. " The 
Word" was spoken and written for all, for babes and 
sucklings, rather than for worldlings, their pride blinds 
them as with a veil, yet to all is the truth revealed in 
Christ, that all may see and comprehend 
Farewell, dear friend. 



My dear Friend, 

To-day we will tell you that Christ, 
the Son of God, is God through His Father, being 
entirely spiritual. On earth the spirit entered the form 
of a child, and from God emanated every thought, 
word and deed. In all things Christ appealed to His 
Father for guidance, and said, " Of myself I can do 
nothing." Separate not the Father from the Son, or 
the Son from the Creator ; they are one. The Creator 
of all things gave of Himself to the child, that through 
Him should be manifested the Godhead, the word 
and the truth. Christ was the light to lighten all ; to 
show the way to God, the path to Heaven. Christ 
was the word to be preached to all, to enlighten Gen- 
tile and Jew. Through Christ alone can we see and 
understand. Without believing in Christ we cannot 
know God; but through Christ, the lamb, the type, the 
word came, salvation and life eternal ; as through 
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Adam the man flesh, in all respects erring and sinful, 
came death, so through Christ came life eternal. 

Many ask, " What can I do to be saved ?" Let all 
study our Saviour's words, " Believe, and ye shall be 
saved." Let all believe that Christ came to give life 
and not to condemn or judge ; rather to justify and 
redeem. Let all then who love God take Christ for 
their teacher and example, and remember His meek- 
ness, gentleness, humility, unselfish love, and endur- 
ance. When reviled He reviled not again ; when 
cursed and spit upon. He endured meekly. Let all 
who suffer upon earth keep this in mind, and when 
suffering or sorrowful remember Him who suffered and 
endured. This life is but for a space, a time ; let all 
work on steadily, and try to gain noble ideas and feel- 
ings, try to shake off the shackles of conventualism, 
and to expand in thought, to remember God's great- 
ness and infinite wisdom, and that He desires all to 
seek for aid. The word tells you to go to your Father. 
What can more fully express tenderness and love than 
the word, Father ? Did not Christ in teaching His 
disciples to pray tell them to use the words, *' Our 
Father which art in heaven," and did He not also tell 
them, " Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden 
and I will give ye rest"? What greater love can there 
be, what more tender care ? Christ has declared Him- 
self the Shepherd, and said that all must seek to enter 
the true fold through Him ; that He is the door and 
the path, and the teacher ; for is He not the Shepherd, 
whose sheep know Him and follow Him ? 

What can be so simple, and plain speaking for all 
who run to read, and yet people say the Bible is full 
of mysteries ! Is not Christ the key through which 
all may be read and comprehended ? Hath not Christ 
declared that all that is hidden shall be made plain, 
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manifest, clear, distinct ? What does this mean, but 
that all who look to God, and ask for wisdom and 
knowledge through the intercession of the Redeemer, 
shall obtain it, and see and read and understand ? 
Praise the Lord, all ye people ! 



To-day, dear friend, we wish to resume our experience 
in the other world, as you speak of it on earth ; but 
summerland, or the region of happiness, as we call it. 

We have much more to tell you of the world in 
which we live, and of our experiences and that which 
we learn. We all have the same mind as we possessed 
on earth, otherwise we should lose our identity ; but 
the earthly mind when divested of the material body 
soon becomes spiritualised, and if good, rapidly ex- 
pands ; if evil, it clogs and becomes dense and heavy, 
and thus weighs down the body, and induces the 
individual spirit to sink rather than rise. 

Many have at first a wish to rise, but finding it an 
effort, give way to sensual indulgence, and fall, sink, 
and join other degraded and impure minds, where 
they endeavour to drag each other deeper and deeper, 
and to tempt all who are weak. Of such it is not our 
wish to write ; we prefer to tell of happiness and 
goodness, and purity and light, to recount the lives of 
those bright beings who endeavour to imitate our 
Saviour and to help all others. Of such indeed is the 
kingdom of God. Farewell, dear friend. 
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SYMPATHY. 



In the name of Jesus Christ the Mediator do we greet 
thee ; for thee do we pray — for thee do we earnestly 
desire the blessings of God the great Creator and 
giver of all good gifts. 

We see your earnest desire to do right, to improve, 
learn and understand ; also the pained and troubled 
mind, which seems rocked to and fro. But Christ has 
shown us the haven of refuge, — Christ has proclaimed 
Himself the way, the light, the bread of life, the staff, 
the Shepherd — the gate by which to enter into the 
fold. 

Read, mark, learn, and digest these truths ; fold 
them to your heart : drink them in, and never doubting 
or fearing, go on your way rejoicing. You are sur- 
rounded by those that disbelieve in the fact of Spirit- 
ualism, who are radically opposed in mind, and there- 
fore contending influences are ever around you, — 
opposing your progress, weighing you down, and im- 
peding our manifestations. But never fear, God will 
aid our endeavours to manifest through you to others, 
the positive facts of Spirit communion. Patience and 
hope, dear friend ; earnest heartfelt prayer and you 
will succeed, for God hears all prayer, and helps and 
aids even though you cannot perceive it. You have, 
of late, gained many new spirit friends. 

The world has yet much to learn, and is dull in 
perceiving spiritual truths. We are ever around you, 
day and night, influencing, counter-influencing, and 
guiding. Men little know how much they are indebted 
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to us for poetry and painting, thoughts and actions. 
Pray ever for aid and help from the One Universal 
Spirit, and He will send you fitting spirits or minister- 
ing angels to counsel and guide your mind. 
Farewell, God bless you, dear friend. 



To-night we will discourse on the glory and majesty 
pf God and the creation. Think not that tlie world 
on which you dwell is the sole creation of the universal 
and celestial Creator, and that Adam was the first and 
only being created. Adam is a type and figure of the 
Lord Jesus Chiist as man ; the imperfect — because 
frail and mortal — conception. 

Men were placed on earth to increase and multiply, 
and to develope individually. The white, the red, the 
black, and copper colour — all were placed by the 
Almighty in different parts of the earth suited to their 
requirements, and left to their own will to act and 
develope, grow up, and pass away. To each has 
been given gifts and mind to act, and each will be 
judged according to the talents entrusted to them. 
" Unto whom much is given will much be required." 
Each will pass on to the kingdom or mansion pre- 
pared for them and suited to them; each will find 
their own occupations, pleasures, delights, and each 
will bear their own punishment in disappointment, 
bitter anguish, or regret, according to the manner in 
which they have acted as stewards to the talents 
entrusted to them. Let those who talk of perfect 
rest, and think of heaven as of one single spot or 
place where all shall meet and unite, but think and 
reflect, look around, and see the difference of taste 
and pursuits, of character, of all men ; also still more 
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of the different nations, and then let them reflect and 
weigh all well, and see if it be not more consistent' to 
imagine that to each and for each is an appointed 
home or dwelling or resting-place. 

Remember also your bodies : the frail and mortal 
shells are left on earth ; only the imperishable spirit 
remains — the spirit living within each human frame, 
and making the perfect identity of each being, without 
which no one could live again ; the same actual and 
positive individual mind or spirit, though clothed anew 
in spiritual flesh, and divested of the imperfect mortal 
flesh or body. Then will the spirit increase each day, 
each Jhour, each moment, in force and strength and 
wisdom. The poor and ignor-ant will then learn and 
be taught, and surpass many who on earth were 
learned and had leisure to cultivate their minds with 
earthly wisdom and learning. The African will there 
be taught, and advance in learning and celestial truths 
with the same rapidity as the white man who now 
prides himself on his fancied superiority, forgetting 
that the same God created all men, and therefore in 
His eyes all men are equal. God bestows the gifts 
and favours of wisdom and grace ; but it is for men 
to use those gifts discreetly, and woe to those who 
abuse them. 

Farewell, dear friend. 



THE END. 



Clulow and Son, Printers, Derby. 



1 



.» 



^ 






t_ 



ip 






I 



1 \ 
'7 



// 
7 



i 



^ 




^ 



